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Life imitates art far more than art imitates Life. 
Oscar Wilde 

 
True art is characterized by an irresistible urge in the creative artist. 

Albert Einstein 
 

The purpose of art is washing the dust of daily life off our souls. 
Pablo Picasso 

 
Art is the proper task of life. 

Friedrich Nietzsche 
 

Inspiration is hard to come by. You have to take it where you find it. 
Bob Dylan 

 
I consider myself a poet first and a musician second. I live like a poet and I'll die like a poet. 

Bob Dylan 
 

Music is the movement of sound to reach the soul for the education of its virtue. 
Plato 

 
Music is everybody's possession. It's only publishers who think that people own it. 

John Lennon 
 

Without music, life would be a mistake. 
Friedrich Nietzsche 

 
Art is either plagiarism or revolution. 

Paul Gauguin 
 

A picture is worth a thousand words. 
Napoleon Bonaparte 

 
Art is the only way to run away without leaving home. 

Twyla Tharp 
 

The moment you cheat for the sake of beauty, you know you're an artist. 
David Hockney 

 
Art is science made clear. 

Wilson Mizner 
 

To say that a work of art is good, but incomprehensible to the majority of men, is the same as 
saying of some kind of food that it is very good but that most people can't eat it. 

Leo Tolstoy 
 

An artist is somebody who produces things that people don't need to have. 
Andy Warhol 

 
Art is not a thing; it is a way. 

Elbert Hubbard 
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GREENSIDE SCHOOL 
Arts Policy 

 
We believe that The Arts are a fundamental part of our curriculum offer and define the arts as Art, Dance, 

Drama, Music. We place them at the centre of our Creative Baccalaureate curriculum. 
 
We believe that the arts offer opportunities to enable students to explore, express and communicate their 
feelings whilst gaining experiences of the wider world. Through experiencing the arts, children develop their 
creativity, self- esteem and confidence. 
 
In 2013-2014 we will be applying for the Arts Mark award. We will also be aiming to enter students for Arts 
award qualification. This initiative will be lead by Rebecca Tossell – Assistant Head Teacher. We will be 
introducing a ‘Student Arts Passport’ in Sept ’13 – with opportunities to record and recognize work from the 
2012-2013 academic year. This will allow students to internally recognize participation and achievement 
within the Arts. 
 
Aims of The Arts 
At Greenside School we show a strong commitment to the arts to ensure a full and rounded education for all 
our students. There is an entitlement to a wide range of arts experiences for every student as part of and in 
addition to the curriculum. Students have opportunities as individuals, within their class group, and as part 
of whole-school celebration days and events. These opportunities allow for students to explore a range of 
the arts, access and understand how to use new materials and skills, and find new areas of the arts that 
they are interested in. Teachers are then able to facilitate areas in which students show a keen interest of 
talent, and can tailor art opportunities to meet the needs of our students. 
 
We believe the Arts contribute to the ethos: 
To provide a broad, balanced and exciting arts curriculum, which enables motivation, originality and 
imagination as well as development of skills 
To raise the standards of arts education in school 
To enhance student’s appreciation of different cultures through the arts 
To provide high quality arts experiences and resources for all our students  
To develop effective links with the community which strengthen and offer diverse arts provision within 
school 
To celebrate the artistic achievements of each student 
To continue to develop the use of ICT and new technologies in creative work 
 
The above aims will be met through the provision of opportunities for all students: 
To continue to develop links with artists and organizations and broaden interests by being introduced to 
different arts experiences 
To provide a range of materials and skills with which to engage students 
To be able to develop a holistic Creative Baccalaureate offer 
To use performance as a stimulus for writing 
To perform to a wider audience and in different venues 
To perform and celebrate creative thought and outcome and value every student’s 
contribution to the arts as important 
To use ICT technology to explore and extend creative thought 
 
Student Entitlement 
All students, regardless of gender, race, culture, background and ability have an entitlement to arts and a 
wider cultural education at an appropriate and challenging level. To ensure that students experience high 
standards of success, creative development needs to be taught with regards to student’s abilities to ensure 
progress. 
 
Through arts teaching all students are:  
Motivated 



 4

Offered a range of resources to meet their needs 
Given diverse and creative teaching styles 
 
Sometimes the number of students who can participate in external events is restricted but we always offer 
the activity to every child. Selection for these events is always fair. 
 
Curriculum Time 
At Greenside we provide curriculum time for teaching in art, design, dance, drama, music and linked 
thematic work in Sports/ PE through an integrated Creative Baccalaureate programme, to give all students 
a broad experience. We use the arts to develop a creative approach to learning in other curriculum areas 
and ICT is used to enhance the delivery of the arts curriculum. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
In the EYFS Stage the Arts are incorporated into Creative Development (see Early Years Policy) 
and through our CB programme. They are also involved in the whole-school celebration days/events. 
 
Key Stage One and Key Stage two 
Creative Baccalaureate programme 
Weekly singing assemblies (singing) 
Productions and Performances  
Schemes of work 
Whole-school Celebration Days/ Events  
Workshops with external partners 
Trips to galleries/ museums/ performances, etc. 
Give a Day to Greenside 
Creative use of ICT 
Drumming lessons 
E&E Drama classes 
We also provide specialist programmes for students identified as Higher Attainers within a strand of the 
Arts. 
 
As well as providing a creative and enriched Arts curriculum, we also provide a range of exciting out of 
hours opportunities for students. Many students also take part within LA Music Events and we encourage 
pupils to further their Arts interests in clubs out of school. When clubs are offered every child in the 
appropriate key stage is eligible to attend.  
 
Students also deliver Arts workshops to other students including mask making and Dance. Our Sports/ PE 
plan for 2013-2014 includes Dance schemes of work. 
 
Our Creative Baccalaureate programme supports and promotes whole school planning and liaison 
between subject leaders. Examples of this include the use of ICT in art and music, the use of drama and art 
in History. In terms of PSD, involvement in the Arts helps children to make choices, identify what they are 
good at and what they need to do to improve. Our multi-cultural work helps students to recognize and 
celebrate difference and diversity. Students learn the techniques of discussion when appreciating a piece of 
artwork or music, or looking at the art practices of a culture, group or individual. 
 
Arts Days and Weeks, or events provide excellent opportunities for further links across art forms and other 
subjects. Our SMSC morning work also provides frequent and regular occasions for explicit links to the Arts 
and SMSC. 
 
Partnerships 
We believe the value of partnerships with Arts organizations demonstrate excellence and raise awareness 
of opportunities and expectations in the Arts. The links benefit: 
Curriculum development 
Community links 
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Staff CPD  
Student’s creative achievements 
The profile of the Arts 
 
In 2013-2014 we aim to develop our partnerships significantly to ensure: 
Through effective communication and liaison we ensure effective partnerships covering a range of Art forms 
including those of other cultures, venues and activities.  
Our partnerships offer a range of learning opportunities and we are always looking for new ones. 
Students are able to experience these through: 
Gallery visits 
Visiting artists and musicians 
Participating within LA Music Service events 
Concerts with local schools 
Links with Hammersmith Academy 
Talented staff, parents/ carers and Governors within the school 
Plays, Theatre company visits & Workshops 
 
Leadership and Organization 
Greenside has an Assistant Head with responsibility for the Creative Baccalaureate and Arts Mark/ Arts 
Award.  
 
Greenside has an Arts Leader with a defined Job Description to foster and promote the Arts.  
See Job Descriptions. 
 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Leadership Group members under the overall guidance of the Head of School has responsibility for each 
aspect of the Arts; they monitor planning, collect evidence of work and carry out work scrutiny, lesson 
observations and student interviews. This is in line with the School Improvement Plan and School Self 
Evaluation Process. 
 
Health and Safety 
Any member of staff or Arts partnership involved in activities within the school complies with the Greenside 
Health and Safety Policy. Students are expected to behave responsibly at all times. 
 
Overall Intention 
By providing rich and varied contexts for students to acquire, develop and apply a broad range of 
knowledge, understanding and skills, the curriculum should enable students to think creatively and critically, 
to problem solve and to make a positive contribution to our school, community and the wider world.  
 
Our Arts work is carefully designed to give every student the opportunity to become creative, innovative, 
enterprising and capable of leadership to prepare them for their future lives 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen Bastick-Styles 
Executive Head – September ‘13. 


