
Issue: May 2021 x2
Breaking Boundaries

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning

Date: Friday 28th May

Dear Parents/ Carers

Here we are at the end of the half term and we are so happy that we have ended all together and no Bubbles have burst at
Greenside since our return from Lockdown in March! We are looking forward to summer term 2 and reintroducing some
Greenside events along the way to the summer vacation.
We have a few items of ‘news & information’ to share below.
We are also, of course, thrilled that this written Newsletter comes with our Apple Podcast released at 8.00am today
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/radio-greenside/id1545379528 - please subscribe and listen to hear some of our
students share soem recent lovely Greenside stories.
Photographs to accompany our Newsletter and Podcast can be found if you follow us on Instagram: @greensideprimaryschool.

As you read this your half term with students will have begun. We will be spending Friday 28th May developing so many skills
with staff and we are looking forward to a day of professional learning at Greenside.

1. Saying ‘goodbye’ to Alice
Our decision to come together as a whole school to study Tim Burton’s Alice in Wonderland was made to reset all our
pedagogical developments and to share all our priorities and experiential learning model together to make the return to
Greenside even better. Our Teachers have risen to the challenge and our students have engaged so actively and positively. In
our final week we were so lucky to invite a professional company to perform an interpretation of Alice for all of our year groups -
it really was a wonderful way to celebrate and cement our learning.
We’d like to say a special ‘thank you’ to the PSA for funding this event and, of course, to all our families who contributed to our
Fairs and Tea & Cakes before Covid that made it happen.
You can see our hats and pictures on instagram but here’s a taster …..

2. Oliver!
This week the corridors have seen students sing, dance and rehearse lines with such gusto!
Thank you to all our families who have encouraged renditions at home - I am loving our students' choreography for younger
students and the way our actors are beginning to embody their characters. If you have a police helmet, flat caps or any plastic/
coloured beads we can borrow they would be most welcome.
We’ll be back to you after the holiday with information about tickets etc as we move towards our performance night:
Monday 28th June at 6.00pm.

3. Glastonbury
I know our students will be telling you a little about our trip in our Podcast but I wanted to share some information too.
Twenty of our Greenside students were invited to appear in a short spoken word film made at Glastonbury last week with the
Good Chance puppet Little Amal. Little Amal began her week at Greenside rehearsing last weekend. She slept in our

1

https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/radio-greenside/id1545379528


playground on Sunday before setting off on the long journey to Worthy Farm a little before we left too. Her appearance was part
of the Glastonbury Spoken Word programme and our lovely students were lucky enough to sing for her and appear in a film
running through the Glastonbury fields with Little Amal. A special poem was read by Mary (Y6) with an Arabic refrain recited by
Lara (Y4). It was a truly amazing experience and our students were wonderful from the start of the day to the arrival back at
Greenside at 1.00am! We were so sorry we had to select names from a hat and we were not able to take all our students - but
we look forward to other adventures in the future!
Do check out the film link and pictures on instagram. Here are a couple to get you in the mood!

4. Newsletter Stars
Once more our Radio Podcast will name our Class Stars of the Week but today we are recognizing and congratulating 2
students for their ‘special contributions’ to Greenside this week.
On Thursday we had a visitor from TEFAT (The Elliot Foundation Academy Trust) and from Shakepsrea’s globe. Both visitors
sdai they were ‘inspired’ by the confidence and kindness of our students.
Two students who especially impressed us on the day were Fiona (Y4) and Jahmai (Y6) - thank you both!

5. Curriculum changes
From September there will be changes to the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) programme that the DfE are bringing into all
state Nurseries and Schools. We will begin September with an introduction to all our Nursery & Reception families to keep you
up to date with the changes.
Similarly the new RHE (Relationship and Health) Curriculum comes into being. There are no new elements for us to cover at
Greenside but we will make sure you are all aware of the expectations and the way we cover these areas. In the meantime if
you have any questions do get in contact: karenbs@greensideschool.org

6. Breakfast Club & After School Provisions
It is with apologies that we are not able to completely unlock these services that we know support so many families. We are
expecting that the wrap around hours of 8.00am - 6.00pm will be back in place from September 2021.

7.  Dates and Calendar
Just keeping our dates for next year in this edition to make sure everyone has seen them.
Have a lovely week ahead!
Karen
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1. Message from the Head of School

Dear Greenside families,
It is incredible to think that we are heading into our final half term already! After having been away from school for so long, it
now feels like it is zooming by far too quickly. I guess that’s a sign of us having so much fun! So with this being the final
newsletter of this half term, I wanted to reflect on my favorite learning experiences across the school over the last 6 weeks.

We start as always in Early Years and what could be better than their STEAM investigation into minibeasts! Spoiler alert - most
of these will be STEAM related. It’s my favourite. The Early Years students have spent time with their clipboards getting their
hands mucky searching for an array of minibeasts in our grounds, tallying the number, drawing them and thinking about what
the habitats need to be to help them flourish. Next comes Y1 and the mystery of the white rabbit crime! Y1 entered the
classroom to find a crime scene with clues as to what had happened and even saw the white rabbit running from the scene
(AKA Ms Vandepas in costume!) so took chase to catch him and interview him. Once they’d written up their crime report, the
world was a safe place again. My time in Y2 on a Friday is one of the (many) highlights of my week. Again it’s STEAM and Y2
have been growing their own beans with groups in different places to investigate what influences growth. Each week we collect
our data on the growth of each student’s bean and now we have plants growing out of their bags, plants twice the length of our
rulers and even some growing through the gap at the top of the Y2 cupboard! Such great scientific discussion and statistical
maths work.

Y3 have been taking their STEAM projects to new levels with so much of their learning taking place outside which has been so
lovely to see and hear. They have become ‘masters’ of magnetism and their Madhatter’s Tea party where everything magically
moves around the table (through magnets of course) was a wonderful finale. Y4 had a great morning when they took to the
playground to investigate how the length of a straw impacted the pitch produced. They used a cool new app on their iPads to
record the average Hertz level of the sound their straws produced at 3 different lengths then collated their information into a line
graph to see the trends across different groups. It was a noisy one but a brilliant one.
Y5 also took to the playground to develop their croquet skills. Yes, croquet. They had great fun learning how to play the game
and then wrote a set of instructions so others could enjoy it too. I must confess, I didn't know half of the actual rules until I read
their writing.
Last but by no means least is Y6. They have been buzzing about bees! Part of their STEAM work into animals and their
habitats has had them exploring the wonderful world of bees and they are hooked. They are a fountain of knowledge about
bees and have presented their research in reports in such a beautiful way to share with our Early Years students who, as you
know from earlier, were exploring minibeasts in the school grounds. So we come full circle and all of this is just in our STAR
Days and just this half term and I haven’t even mentioned Crew or Specialisms!

So as we move into the final half term of this year, we hope to be taking advantage of even more outdoor learning and
inspirational experiences that make Greenside such a great place to learn.

Robin Yeats - Head of School

2. Message from Ms Webber

Our wonderful vegetable garden continues to grow from strength to strength. Hopefully with some much needed sunshine over
half term it will get even bigger and better. We currently have broad beans getting ready to harvest alongside the rhubarb and
Swiss chard. Our fingers are all tightly crossed that the snails don’t get our courgettes, pumpkins, beans and kale whilst our
backs are turned! The tomatoes and chillies are really enjoying being inside and promise to give us a bumper crop for our
tomato and chilli jam.  Our KS1 gardeners have tidied up their planters after the spring bulbs have finished flowering and have
sown some wild flowers, some kale and some lovely sunflowers to bring more life to their outside space. Meanwhile in the
kitchen, the Wonderland Wednesday lunches have been a great success and as we move into a new term, we are planning a
few changes to our menu to reflect the change in the seasons. Attendance continues to be a great Greenside success story.
Last week three classes shared the top spot in our weekly attendance competition - winning a highly coveted bag of green
peppers! With one more half term to go of the school year, let’s make it our best term yet.
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3. Dates for your Diary

Friday 28th May All Day CPD Day - Staff only at Greenside

Monday 7th June 8.55am Summer Term 2 begins

Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June All Day CPD Days - Staff only at Greenside

Monday 28th June 6.00pm Greenside performance of Oliver!

4. Term Dates 2021-2022

Greenside & Griffin
Term Dates - 2021 - 2022

● Please note in the current Covid climate, all dates are subject to change at short notice.
Autumn Term ‘21
(Wednesday 1st September and Thursday 2nd September 2021 x2 CPD Days)
Students return Friday 3rd September 2021 (This may vary for New Nursery & Reception students)
Half term Monday 25th – Friday 29th October
Final day of term Friday 17th December 2021

Spring Term ‘22
Students return Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term Monday 14th – Friday 18th Feb
Final day of term Friday 1st April 2022

Summer Term ‘22
Students return Tuesday 19th April 2022
Half term – Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
Final Day of academic year Friday 22nd July 2022

Greenside & Griffin closed to students:
Public Holiday - Monday 2nd May - Early May bank holiday
CPD Days x2  - Wednesday 1st September ‘21, Thursday 2nd September ‘21
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 27th May ‘22
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 23rd & Friday 24th June ‘22

We really hope you enjoy a fun half term holiday!
Karen

Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head
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