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Breaking Boundaries

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning

Date: Friday 7th May

Dear Parents/ Carers.

It seems such a long time since we sent you a ‘traditional’ Greenside Newsletter but here we are able to begin again but, we
hope, in a really interesting new way! Please see item 1. below to read about the changes.
Meanwhile we are lucky that so far all of our Bubbles have been up and running since 8th March and it has been a pleasure to
have all of our students and staff back onsite together. It has reinforced what a pleasure it is to be involved with the Greenside
Learning Journey - long may it last!

We have had great fun this half term studying Alice in Wonderland (Tim Burton) with the joys of our students becoming
curiouser & curiouser alongside Alice. Do check out class plans on the website!

It has also been great to welcome Simon Adams back to Greenside. SImon is our London TEFAT Regional Director and he
spent the day with us on Wednesday meeting students & staff and reviewing our priorities and progress this year. We were also
lucky that Hugh Greenway - our CEO joined us for the visit. Both Simon & Hugh had a delightful time and loved the Alice in
Wonderland Experience!

1. New Multi-media Newsletter!
Our plan is to send you a written Newsletter/ update every other Friday - this will just be to share information/ dates and
anything we don’t want you to miss in terms of dates, events and factual type of things we need to tell you.
It will contain a section from me, one from Robin Yeats and another from George Webber.

Alongside this twice each half term we will release a Radio Greenside Podcast Newsletter. This is where all the exciting
achievements, fun and student led/ centered information will be - ready for you to tune in early on Friday mornings and share
the latest Greenside stories! Our recent adult hosts this term will be James Tilden & Christina Morra ably supported by our very
own Executive Head Girl - Mary. They will be joined by guest hosts and contributions will be made from students across the year
groups.

The 1st Podcast can be heard on Apple Podcasts and our YouTube Channel:
Radio Greenside
Greenside Primary School

Welcome to Radio Greenside, Greenside Primary School's official radio show. This podcast is hosted by teachers and students,
bringing you up-to-date Greenside news and a range of shows on reading, maths, film, and all things Greenside. Stay tuned,
Greensiders!

1



Subscribe to our Apple Podcast: https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/radio-greenside/id1545379528
Listen on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nb-UCcBoDHY

The third strand of our new Multi-Media Newsletter will be sharing photographs via Instagram. As you know posts are made
regularly: please follow us on Instagram: @greensideprimaryschool.
On our special Fridays we will also post some photographs that capture a range of Greenside Learning Experiences from the
week.
We really hope you will enjoy reading, listening and looking at our students’ achievements.

Stop Press: 6.00am - Friday 7th May
Oh my goodness - the Apple Updates currently taking place mean our Podcast won’t load!
Mr Tilden has fixed this momentarily by uploading it to our YouTube Channel - so please ……. listen in here and as
soon as he can upload as an Apple Podcast we will text you all! Thank you.
Listen on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nb-UCcBoDHY

2. Oliver!
This week we have begun work on our singing - the songs are so iconic and hard! But we have confident and talented young
people at Greenside ready to take up the challenge. Students with speaking roles are now learning their lines and it’s great
seeing them walk around with their scripts in such a professional way! Please encourage lines to be in motion by Monday 10th
May when acting rehearsals begin. If your daughter/ son is a dancer they will begin very soon too and backstage requirements
are being drawn up as I write.
Do keep fingers, toes and everything else crossed for a fine evening on Monday 28th June!

3. Parents Evening
I hope this week you have enjoyed some helpful & positive conversations with our Class Teachers. If you were unable to
schedule a time please do so directly with your daughter/ son’s Teacher asap - it’s a really important point in the year for an
academic & social ‘check-in’ for everyone. Thank you also for your patience and support at drop off & pick up each day as we
continue with the different gates and without you coming onto site - it is much appreciated!

4. Y3 & Y4 Spaces
We have made offers for our Nursery & Reception places - September ‘21 and I am delighted that we are heavily
oversubscribed for both cohorts. This is great news in a period where numbers in schools across London are dropping
dramatically. We do, however, have a couple of spaces currently in our Y3 and Y4 classes (due to families moving in the Covid
period). If you have any friends or family members who might be interested in joining us at Greenside (who wouldn’t!) please
ask them to email me directly: karenbs@greensideschool.org - Thank you!

5. Newsletter Stars
Our Radio Podcast will name out Class Stars of the Week.
In this written edition we are congratulating 2 students for their ‘special contributions’ to Greenside this week.
Rayanne (Y3), Alex (Y3) Jevan (Y6) and Msgna (Y6) for being amazing Sports Leaders in our Skipping Challenge.
Jose (Y1), Saja (Y3), Lara (Y4), Yasin (Y5) Ayman (Y6) and Mary (Y6) for meeting our TEFAT Regional Director - Simon Adams
- and representing Greenside so beautifully.
Well done and ‘thank you’ to them all!

6. A Message from Ocean & Tom
Thank you so much for the huge donation of children's clothes! It will make a big difference!!
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The children in the north of the island are dispersed at present. They need a change of clothes as they cannot go home until the
volcano (hopefully) returns to a d hi ormant state. For many of them the return home will be hard as their schools are destroyed
and their communities will take time to rebuild.
The good news is that people like you have helped in making their journey a little easier. Thank you, all of you.
This video shows the school and one of the teachers whom describes the situation at present:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-56934596 - Tom

7. Dates and Calendar
Below I have just reshared a couple of key dates coming up soon. I have also printed our approved term time dates for the
2021-2022 academic year. We hope they will not be disrupted in any way! Please note the 1st week is a strange one - it
includes a Bank Holiday and 2 staff CPD Days so our students are due back on Friday 3rd September. May we ask that you
arrange any holidays so that students return on that day.

Have a lovely week ahead!
Karen

1. Message from the Head of School

Dear Greenside families,
The world is starting to open up a little again and we are all getting very excited about it. Just the fact that we are having
conversations about how we might possibly be able to put on our Oliver! production so that families can actually come in and
watch the performance is really exciting. This sort of thing was a regular occurrence at Greenside and maybe something we
took for granted. Every Crew sharing, class sharing event, Christmas, Eid, tea and cakes etc etc. So many opportunities to get
together as a community that we will hopefully slowly be able to bring back once it is safe to do so. We might still be some way
off and we all need to continue to be sensible and follow the guidelines so we don't end up taking another step backwards. But,
it is so lovely to be even talking about it! Hopefully it won't be too long and I'm sure we'll all appreciate those moments a lot
more now.

Sports Clubs
We are so delighted that our after school sports clubs are up and running again and with a huge level of sign up! This past
week we've had sounds of football, multisports and dodgeball ringing across the playground as we get those heart rates up
along with our fitness and skills. Currently the clubs are only signed up for this half term so as we reach the end of this half
term, you will get the opportunity to sign up again on a first come, first served basis so if you missed out this time - watch this
space!
Robin Yeats - Head of School

2. Message from Ms Webber
It is so good to be able to cook for the whole school once again! Sofia and her team are busy cooking up new delicious dishes
from our Summer Term menu alongside some of our old favourites - a particular hit last week was the Greenside Corn-dog on a
stick served with sweet potato fries and salad!
We are also very excited by our special Wonderland Wednesday lunches that help share in all of our learning through
Alice in Wonderland. Everyone enjoyed the Enchanted Enchiladas!
Now it is the Summer Term, we have a lot going on in the garden area. Our students have been busy planting potatoes, peas
and carrots alongside harvesting lots of great chard and rhubarb.  Our KS1 gardeners have been getting the sunflowers
planted and our tomato seedlings are getting bigger by the day. The wild garden area by the pond is getting into full bloom with
the bluebells, lilacs and violets growing alongside all the wildflower seeds we have planted. It is really beautiful out there and is
the perfect place for having learning adventures in our very own Greenside Wonderland.

Our Friday Specialisms are up and running again this term. So far this year we have learnt about Black Lives Matter, music and
taken part in the Arts Award qualification during these sessions. This half term each Specialism is based around a particular
passion of a member of staff. So we are able to offer: household management & money management, cooking, gardening,
robotics, enterprise, sewing and photography. These sessions are a great way for our students to develop their World Ready
skills and we look forward to seeing how they get on.

Attendance at Greenside has never been better. We currently rank as the number one school in the whole of the Elliot
Foundation for attendance! So a big thank you to all of our Greenside families for helping us to achieve this goal.
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We are currently running a small scale Breakfast Club for a limited number of invited students but we hope to be able to open
this up to more students as the Covid restrictions ease. Watch this space for more info!

3. Dates for your Diary

Monday 24th & Tuesday 25th May All Day Professional company: Alice in Wonderland performance for our students

Thursday 27th May 3.00pm Half Term Holiday begins for students

Friday 28th May All Day CPD Day - Staff only at Greenside

Monday 7th June 8.55am Summer Term 2 begins

Thursday 24th & Friday 25th June All Day CPD Days - Staff only at Greenside

Monday 28th June 6.00pm Greenside performance of Oliver!

4. Term Dates 2021-2022

Greenside & Griffin
Term Dates
2021 - 2022

● Please note in the current Covid climate, all dates are subject to change at short notice.

Autumn Term ‘21
(Wednesday 1st September and Thursday 2nd September 2021 x2 CPD Days)

Students return Friday 3rd September 2021 (This may vary for New Nursery & Reception students)
Half term Monday 25th – Friday 29th October
Final day of term Friday 17th December 2021

Spring Term ‘22
Students return Tuesday 4th January 2022
Half Term Monday 14th – Friday 18th Feb
Final day of term Friday 1st April 2022

Summer Term ‘22
Students return Tuesday 19th April 2022
Half term – Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
Final Day of academic year Friday 22nd July 2022

Greenside & Griffin closed to students:
Public Holiday - Monday 2nd May - Early May bank holiday
CPD Days x2  - Wednesday 1st September ‘21, Thursday 2nd September ‘21
CPD Day x1 TEF - Friday 27th May ‘22
CPD Days x2 - Thursday 23rd & Friday 24th June ‘22

We really hope you enjoy our Radio Greenside Podcast!
Karen
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Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head
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