
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Colour -

2020-2021

STAR Day Planning: Summer Term 2 - 2021 Y3 Class Teacher: Hannah Findlay

Class Film Text: E.T Class Book/ Text: TBC by class vote

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Crash Landing
Monday 7th June – Wednesday 9th June
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Our first week of learning will immerse students into the world of ET. At the start
of the film, ET’s spaceship lands on Earth and gets intercepted by government
agents. We are going to experience our very own ‘crash landing’ in the
playground and be tasked with the responsibility of informing staff and students
around the school. This alien invasion will prompt the students to consider
where ET may have come from and will introduce us to our science topic for this
half term - space!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Do you believe life exists outside of Earth? How would you react to an alien
crash landing near your home? What do you think an alien’s first impressions of
Earth might be? How would you spread the news to people in your area?

Immersion experience:
On Wednesday morning, students will walk into the playground to discover an
alien spaceship has landed in our playground! It is our job to investigate the
landing site and report on what has happened. We will take notes and photos of
the scene and write up our findings. As we want to spread the news to as many
people as possible, our final reports will be broadcast on Radio Greenside!

English:
We will be turning our notes from the alien landing into a radio script which will
be broadcast to the whole school to inform them about the alien landing site in
the playground. Students will first consider the difference between writing a
newspaper report and a script for radio. Much of the content will be similar;
however, students will be required to make their writing more concise and less
formal so that it sounds natural when read out on air.

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:
● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and

exploring the meaning of words in context
● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied



It is important that the writers submit their script for editing before it goes live.
When the students are finished writing, they will submit their pieces to the
‘editing room’ to get feedback. This piece will be written and edited over two
weeks before it is read out on Radio Greenside.

GPS: Fronted adverbials

Reading Tree: Class Book Vote
Reading Domain: 2e Prediction
Our Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister requested that the next class
book be chosen by the students. In our Reading Tree session this week,
students will move around tables reading the blurb and looking at the front cover
of a range of different books. We will engage in discussions about these books,
making predictions about them and eventually voting for the one which we are
most excited to read as our next class book.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
One of the first things ET eats when he lands on Earth is Elliot’s pizza. Elliot’s
brother opens the box to find some of it missing, little does he know an alien is
hiding meters away! Our work on fractions will help us work out exactly how
much pizza ET has eaten and how much is left in the box. We will build on our
fraction knowledge before half term and move onto comparing and ordering
fractions and adding and subtracting fractions.

STEAM:
When Elliot first meets ET, he takes out a book about the planets to try and
decipher what planet he has come from. We will use this scene to prompt a
discussion about the planets in our solar system and share what we already
know about the topic of space. We will use the NASA app on our iPads to learn
more about the Solar System and write down some key facts. Students will then
get into groups to start thinking about the 3D model of the Solar System which
they need to create and present at the Science Fair in week 5!

Class Display:
We will use the information about the planets to create a piece of art about our
solar system which will be displayed in the class. This can be referred back to
throughout the half term as we delve into the topic of space and prepare our 3D
solar system models for our Science Fair in the final week!

● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key
details that support the main ideas

● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
● expressing time and place using adverbs (fronted adverbials)
● predict what might happen from details stated and implied
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and

debates
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the

accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can

read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.
● add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one whole
● compare and order unit fraction and fractions with the same denominator
● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in

answering questions
● use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional,

appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and

sculpture with a range of materials
● describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar

system



Friday 11th June
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
Each week, students will write a letter from a different perspective. Students will
be introduced to the style of letter writing and understand the difference between
formal and informal letter writing.

This week, students will write a letter to the President of the United States from
an FBI agent informing them of the alien landing in the playground. Students will
have to ensure their language is formal and that they relay the facts in an
informative and unbiased way so that the president has all the details!

Messy Maths:
When the spaceship landed in the playground, it broke up into many pieces. Our
learning this week will support us to work out what fraction of the spaceship is
missing and what fraction is at the landing site. We will also explore ET themed
word problems relating to comparing & ordering fractions and adding &
subtracting fractions.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)

This half term all year groups will be competing in the TEFAT Olympics! This will
involve competing in 3 events - Throw, sprint and jump. Students will practice
the skills in a carousel of activities before getting the opportunity to record 3 best
scores in each event in a mini Olympics. Scores will be recorded for team and
individual winners. Each week will be an opportunity to further develop their
skills to beat their personal bests!

Throwing - Key techniques: Timing their run up, releasing at a 45 degree angle,
using their other arm to help balance and as a guide, using explosive power
from the whole body and following through.

Skills:
● add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one whole
● compare and order unit fraction and fractions with the same denominator
● answer word problems based on these concepts
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic principles

suitable for attacking and defending
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a

team
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best.



Sprinting - Key techniques: Stable starting position, weight forwards, looking
straight ahead, staying in the lane, elbows bent and pumping, accelerating over
the finish line.

Standing Jump - Key techniques: Both feet on the edge of the line, swinging
arms back and forwards to gain momentum, push off from low down at 45
degrees, extending from the knees fully, throwing arms through to fully
extended, landing on both feet only stepping forwards.

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: On the Run
Monday 14th – Wednesday 16th June
Learning Experiences
This week we will think about how our society might react if extraterrestrial life
landed on our planet. In the film, every second counts as the government tries to
locate the alien before the public finds out. In our STEAM learning this week, we
will be looking at time to help us work out how many seconds, minutes, days
and hours pass before ET is discovered!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Why do you think the government needs to locate ET? How do you think he
feels? What would you do if you discovered extraterrestrial life? Do you think it
would be easy to hide someone in your house? Does the public have a right to
know what is happening in the world or should the government keep some
things secret?

Immersion experience:
The students will learn what it takes to run a successful radio show! They will be
involved in the process from start to finish, reporting in the field at the crash
zone, making changes in the editing suite and finally ending up in the recording
studio. The students will have the opportunity to learn how to use the equipment
and we will broadcast our show across the school for all the students to hear!

English:
Students will have been working hard over the past week trying to prepare their
report for the radio. They will have already submitted it to the editing suite to
ensure there weren’t any errors and their reports will be returned to them with
the changes which need to be made. When the radio editor is happy with their
changes, the students will be ready to go live on air and spread the news about
an alien on the loose in our community! Students may also choose to have key

Skills:

● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the

accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● Explain how meaning is enhanced through the choice of words or phrases in a text



eye witnesses and guest experts on the show to provide the public with more
information.

GPS: We will take part in an editing carousel with each station focusing on an
important part of the editing process.
Station 1: Responding to marking and feedback from the editor (with Miss
Findlay)
Station 2: Self-assessing grammar, punctuation and spelling (independent work)
Station 3: Practicing reading aloud for radio (with peers)

Reading Tree:
2g: Explain how meaning is enhanced through the choice of words or phrases
We have had to choose our own language very carefully when writing our radio
scripts to ensure we inform the public without instilling fear. We will develop this
skill in our Reading Tree by identifying how specific words and phrases in our
class book make the reader feel and look at how replacing a word with a
synonym could change the meaning of the phrase altogether. We will also look
at a range of synonyms and consider how the meaning of each one slightly
differs and why it is important to carefully consider the language we choose as
writers.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Time is different on each planet as they rotate at different rates. We are going to
learn about what time might be like for ET living in space and teach him about
time on planet Earth. We will look at months, years and hours and develop our
knowledge of telling the time. As ET doesn’t have the same concept of time as
us, we will be responsible for letting him know how long he has been on Earth
and what time of day it is.

STEAM:
As we are learning all about time in Maths, we will mirror this learning in our
science to understand why there are 24 hours in a day. Students will explore
why the sun moves across the sky and learn about the Earth’s rotation. We will
look at different methods for telling the time, including the sundial in the learning
garden. We will then have a go at making our own!

Students will have an opportunity to get back into their groups to prepare for the
Science Fair project. By the penultimate week, each group will have to create a
3D model of our solar system and a poster with information. Students will
mind-map ideas about how to represent the solar system as a model. They may
choose to create paper mache planets, use fruit to represent planets or paint
different sized balls. By the end of this week, each group will have a clear plan
of what materials they need to create their sculptures and how they might
construct their models.

● know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year
and leap year

● tell and write the time from an analogue clock and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks
● use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night, and the apparent

movement of the sun across the sky.
● reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays

or presentations of results and conclusions
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests



Arithmetic Focus:
Students will answer questions relating to hours, months and years.

Maths Display:
We will display all the different ways we can tell the time, including the sundials
we make earlier in the week!

Friday 18th June
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week we are going to write a letter to the radio station from the perspective
of a concerned listener. This style of letter will be quite different to the previous
week and we will discuss how the format of letter writing can be used with both
formal and informal language. Students will need to think about how they might
express concern and fear in their writing, through the use of rhetorical questions,
exclamation marks and repetition.

Messy Maths:
We will explore word problems relating to hours, months and years. We will
imagine we are explaining time to ET and use these word problems to test his
knowledge. We will then try and write our own and share them with our peers.
Some of the word problems will be put on our Maths display for the whole class
to try and answer!

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
The second opportunity for our students to further develop their skills and record
their best scores having reflected on their performance from last week. Which
element of the technique do they need to improve on? Which team will win with
the best average score? Who might go through to the Area competition to
represent Greenside? Let's find out!

Throwing - Key techniques: Timing their run up, releasing at a 45 degree angle,
using their other arm to help balance and as a guide, using explosive power
from the whole body and following through.

Skills:
● know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year

and leap year
● tell and write the time from an analogue clock and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks
● answer word problems based on these concepts
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic principles

suitable for attacking and defending
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a

team
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best.



Sprinting - Key techniques: Stable starting position, weight forwards, looking
straight ahead, staying in the lane, elbows bent and pumping, accelerating over
the finish line.

Standing Jump - Key techniques: Both feet on the edge of the line, swinging
arms back and forwards to gain momentum, push off from low down at 45
degrees, extending from the knees fully, throwing arms through to fully
extended, landing on both feet only stepping forwards.

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: The 80s        CPDDays Thursday & Friday
Monday 21st  – 23rd June
Learning Experiences
We are going to travel back to the 1980’s and learn all about the iconic decade
when ET was made. In our 80's day, we will have an entire day of learning
where we dress up and use only the technology available in the 1980s. Students
will have the opportunity to explore the culture and classic objects from this time
and compare this time period to their lives today.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What was life like in the 1980’s? How has technology changed in the past 40
years? What are some of the similarities and differences between the 1980’s
and the 2020’s? Why do you think ET continues to be so popular today? What
do you think you would be like if you were born 40 years ago?

Immersion experience:
We are going to travel back to the 1980’s for a day and experience what life was
like when ET was made. Students will move around tables to look at classic
objects, dance to 80’s disco and try some popular dishes from this time. We will
even transform the lunch hall for the day by cooking a 1980’s inspired school
lunch - all while dancing to Diana Ross of course!

English:
This week we will be writing a comparison piece between the 1980’s and the
2020’s. We will use our experience from the 80’s day, along with interviewing
staff and family, to help us with our writing. We’ll look at music, film, food,
clothing and current events to discuss how our society has changed and also
think about what trends continue to be popular today.

GPS: Conjunctions for comparing and contrasting

Skills:

● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the

accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● expressing time, place and cause using conjunctions
● retrieve and identify key details from a non-fiction text
● know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year

and leap year



Reading Tree:
2b: Retrieve and identify key details from non-fiction
Our Reading Tree this week will be based around a non-fiction text. This will
introduce students to model examples of the same genre they will be writing
about and will give them experience navigating a text with headings and
subheadings.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
As we are travelling back in time, students will have to have a strong
understanding of time and duration. Students will take part in a carousel activity,
moving around stations to answer word problems about time and duration.
Station 1: Find the duration of these 1980’s songs and films
Station 2: Teach time to ET (creating a short video explaining a how to answer a
time word problem)
Station 3: Compare and order the duration of events in the film
Station 4: Creating your own ET themed word problems

STEAM:
It’s the 1980’s and the shuttle era has begun! We are going to learn all about
NASA and focus on the developments which occurred in this decade by
understanding how the space shuttle made way for a new era of space
exploration and progression. We will then create our own paper space shuttles
which can fly through the air!

Students will have another opportunity to get into their Science Fair groups and
begin researching information and finding key facts about the solar system
which will be included in their 3D models.

Arithmetic Focus:
Time and duration

Writing Display:
Our comparison piece between the 1980’s and today will be displayed around
our classroom along with pictures from our 80’s day!

● compare the duration of events
● answer word problems relating to these concepts
● use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional,

appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups
● reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays

or presentations of results and conclusions



WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: The Arrival (Monday 28th June - Oliver! production)
Monday 28th - Wednesday 30th June
Learning Experiences
We are going to look at the film from the perspective of ET this week and
consider how he felt when he landed on a strange and unknown planet. Every
aspect of our society feels normal to those who have grown up in it, but this
week we’re going to take a step back and try and view our world through the
eyes of someone who has never experienced it before.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How might someone perceive our society if they’d never heard of it before? How
do you think ET felt when he landed on Earth? Have you ever experienced
feeling overwhelmed or confused in a new place? Is it obvious what all these
objects in the room are used for? What do you think ET might think about our
classroom or school?

Immersion experience:
It is hard for us to imagine ET’s perspective as our surroundings are so familiar
to us; therefore, we need to try and see the school from a new angle. We are
going to create a short film of ‘ET' walking around the school. We will then edit
these films to blur the image and distort the sound so that we can experience it
through a different lens. This film will support us in our narrative writing about ET
landing in the school playground!

English:
We are going to be writing a 3rd person narrative about an alien landing in the
school playground and trying to find safety in the school. The videos we created
earlier in the week will support our writing, which will focus on describing the
setting from the perspective of someone who has never been to Earth before.
Students will need to think carefully about how to show the reader how
overwhelmed and confused ET is as he encounters many objects, and people,
that he has never seen before.

GPS: Word Families

Reading Tree:
2d: Make inferences from the text
This week we are going to look at the silent graphic novel The Arrival. As this
book has no words, we need to use our inference skills to deduce meaning from
the text. We will compare this novel to ET’s story, and consider how feeling
overwhelmed by an unknown place is the experience of many displaced people
around the world. Students will then create their own ‘silent graphic novel’ to tell

Skills:

● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the

accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● understand word families based on common words and show how words are related

in form and meaning
● make inferences from a text
● measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g);

volume/capacity (l/ml)
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment
● describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar

system



a story and see if their classmates are able to make inferences about their own
text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Measurement
We are going to be reviewing measurements this week and look at length, mass
and volume. We will measure different parts of ET’s ‘spacecraft’ and create
replacement parts so that he can safely find his way back home. We need to
ensure that the replacement parts are exactly the right size otherwise the
spacecraft won’t be able to successfully take off.

STEAM:
Before we start creating our 3D models, the students need to have a strong
understanding of the order of the planets and their relative size and distance
from each other. We are going to create our own scaled model of the solar
system in the playground. We will use our knowledge of measuring to work out
the relative distances between the planets and think about the way the planets
orbit around the sun.

We will then take our learning back into the classroom and begin creating our
own smaller scaled model in our Science Fair groups.

Arithmetic Focus:
Measurement (mm/cm/m, kg/g, l/ml)

Friday 2nd July
Learning Experiences:
Friday Big Write:
This week we will write a letter home from the perspective of ET. The students
will think about all the bizarre things ET will have come across on this planet and
how he might describe these to someone who has never seen them before.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer ET themed word problems linked to measurement.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week our top performers from each event will test themselves against the
best from TEFAT in the London area. Can they beat their scores from the last
week? Which skill do they need to focus on the most to help get their team
average up?

Throwing - Key techniques: Timing their run up, releasing at a 45 degree angle,
using their other arm to help balance and as a guide, using explosive power
from the whole body and following through.

Skills:
● measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g);

volume/capacity (l/ml)
● answer word problems based on these concepts
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic principles

suitable for attacking and defending
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a

team
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best.



Sprinting - Key techniques: Stable starting position, weight forwards, looking
straight ahead, staying in the lane, elbows bent and pumping, accelerating over
the finish line.

Standing Jump - Key techniques: Both feet on the edge of the line, swinging
arms back and forwards to gain momentum, push off from low down at 45
degrees, extending from the knees fully, throwing arms through to fully
extended, landing on both feet only stepping forwards.

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Life in Space
Monday 5th – Wednesday 7th July
Learning Experiences
This week we are going to think about where ET may have come from by focusing on life
in space. We are going to read and watch interviews with astronauts to learn more about
what it is like to live in space. Students will consider how daily routines may have to be
adapted to account for the lack of gravity, for example, how astronauts wash their hair.
Students will also try ‘space food’ and create their own by using a dehydrator.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Would you go to space if you had the choice? What do you think would be most
challenging about living in space? How do you become an astronaut? What do you think
it would be like to see Earth from space? What would you miss most about Earth if you
were in space?

Immersion experience:
The students will experience what it is like living in space, particularly the challenges
around packaging and eating food. Year 3 will design a meal which will be easy to eat in
space and then create this meal using a dehydrator. We will get an opportunity to try
each other’s meals and vote on the tastiest one which will be sent into space with the
next group of astronauts. Many astronauts talk about the incredible experience of
viewing Earth from their spaceship, we will get the chance to see this for ourselves
through the use of VR goggles!

English:
We will take part in an editing carousel with each station focusing on an important part of
the editing process.
Station 1: Responding to marking and feedback
Station 2: Peer-assessing one another’s work
Station 3: Grammar, punctuation and spelling check

GPS: Word Class
ET is still learning how to talk and often gets his words mixed up. Year 3 are going to
teach ET how to construct grammatically correct sentences and identify the different

Skills:

● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue),

progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range
of sentence structures

● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency,

including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● extending the range of sentences with more than one clause and identifying

parts of a sentence
● answering questions based around an decontextualized text
● measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes
● describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies



parts of a sentence. Students will go on a word class treasure hunt around the
playground to collect a variety of different words. They will then try to create sentences
out of these words. This will encourage students to think about how sentences are
constructed and whether the structure can be altered whilst keeping the same meaning.

Reading Tree:
Answering questions based around an unseen text
We are going to be practicing answering a range of questions about a text which the
students haven’t seen before. This will give the class an opportunity to practice reading
comprehension skills before the data capture next week. As a class, we will explore
different strategies we can use when approaching a reading comprehension so that
students feel confident in their test ready skills.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Measurement
This week we are going to be continuing our work with measurement by looking at
perimeter. Students are going to measure the perimeter of different spaceships and
answer word problems about them. We will then take our learning outside and map out a
life size spacecraft in the playground, using trundle wheels and metre sticks to help us
measure each side of the spaceship and the perimeter.

STEAM:
We are going to take part in a free-flow carousel which lasts the entire day! There will be
STEAM activities set up around the room on various stations and students will decide the
order they complete the activities and how long they spend at each station. This lesson
structure will give the class the opportunity to take ownership over their learning and
develop their independence. Within this carousel, there will be time for groups to finish
their Science Fair projects ready for next week!

Arithmetic Focus:
Calculating perimeter of 2D shapes

● describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth
● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to

help in answering questions
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific

ideas and processes

Friday 9th July
Learning Experiences:
Friday Big Write:
We are going to write a letter to one of the astronauts we have studied this week! In the
letter, students will talk about what they’ve learned this week and ask any unanswered
questions. Some of the letters will be put forward to represent the class and be sent off to
the NASA space centre in Houston!
Messy Maths:
Students will explore space themed word problems linking to perimeter.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week it's the Regional competition! Our top performers keep pushing their skills and
technique to beat their personal bests. Can our teams improve on their team average?
What is the technique that could make the difference?

Skills:
● calculating the perimeter of 2D shapes
● answer word problems based on these concepts
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic

principles suitable for attacking and defending
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and

within a team
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate

improvement to achieve their personal best.



Throwing - Key techniques: Timing their run up, releasing at a 45 degree angle, using
their other arm to help balance and as a guide, using explosive power from the whole
body and following through.

Sprinting - Key techniques: Stable starting position, weight forwards, looking straight
ahead, staying in the lane, elbows bent and pumping, accelerating over the finish line.

Standing Jump - Key techniques: Both feet on the edge of the line, swinging arms back
and forwards to gain momentum, push off from low down at 45 degrees, extending from
the knees fully, throwing arms through to fully extended, landing on both feet only
stepping forwards.

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: Friendship  DC6
Monday 12th  – Wednesday 14th July
Learning Experiences
This is the week of friendship and a perfect opportunity to reflect on the
connection between Elliot and ET through the film. As ET prepares to board the
spaceship to be reunited with his family, both friends have to say goodbye. As a
class, we’ll explore ideas around friendship, connection and nostalgia as we
near the end of the school year and prepare to move to Year 4.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What does friendship mean to you? Do you always have to see your close
friends? How can you show someone that you care for them? What kind of
friend is Elliot? Does saying goodbye always have to be sad? What is nostalgia?
What memories from your past do you remember fondly?

Immersion experience:
This week, we will celebrate our historic space shuttle launches in a science fair
set up in the hall with Year 4. We  will be showcasing our 3D solar system
models and Year 4 will have our space shuttles on display -- the very futuristic
vessels that will allow humans to travel to the vast reaches of our solar system!
Students will be invited to tour around and have a look at the magnificent
STEAM creations of lower key stage two!

English:
We are going to write a poem about the final scene in ET, where the two friends
have to say goodbye. We will think about what emotions both Elliot and ET may
be feeling and how we can depict this in our word choices. As a challenge, some
students might choose to write a stanza from each character’s perspective. We
will record ourselves reading our poetry aloud so that we can share it with our
families.

Skills:

● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Draft and write by:
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively

building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the

accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.



GPS: Present perfect and past tense

Reading Tree:
This week, students will test their reading skills with a reading comprehension
test for data capture 6.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
It is data capture week and we are going to be reviewing all the concepts we
have covered this half term. Year 3’s big focus for DC6 is going to be on
developing test ready skills. We will discuss strategies for working out difficult
problems, what we can do when we’re stuck on a question, and how to
effectively manage our time during tests.

STEAM:
We will have time to put the finishing touches to our 3D solar system models in
time for the Science Fair! In groups, students will practice giving a short
explanation about their model to prepare them for the fair. We will then take our
models down to the hall and share our learning with Year 4!

Arithmetic Focus:
Reviewing concepts taught this half term

● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and
debates

● use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● solve problems which involve fractions, time and measurement

Friday 16th July
Learning Experiences:
Friday Big Write:
For our Big Write this week, we are going to get into groups of 2 and write a
letter to someone we know who lives far away from us. This will be an
opportunity for the students to write about the friendships and connections in
their lives and let someone know how we feel about them. Students will get a
copy of these letters that they can send to their friend or family member.

Messy Maths:
We need to be a good friend to ET and teach him how to answer mixed problem
solving questions. Students are going to have the role of teachers this week,
working in groups to teach a concept to the ‘aliens’ in their group.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week is the big one - the National TEFAT Competition. We've got the best
of the best from the whole of TEFAT getting one more chance to improve their
PBs and become champions.

Throwing - Key techniques: Timing their run up, releasing at a 45 degree angle,
using their other arm to help balance and as a guide, using explosive power
from the whole body and following through.

Skills:
● reviewing fractions, time and measurement
● answer word problems based on these concepts
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● play competitive games, modified where appropriate, and apply basic principles

suitable for attacking and defending
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● take part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and within a

team
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best.



Sprinting - Key techniques: Stable starting position, weight forwards, looking
straight ahead, staying in the lane, elbows bent and pumping, accelerating over
the finish line.

Standing Jump - Key techniques: Both feet on the edge of the line, swinging
arms back and forwards to gain momentum, push off from low down at 45
degrees, extending from the knees fully, throwing arms through to fully
extended, landing on both feet only stepping forwards.

WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook: The Legacy of ET    (Celebration Week )
Monday 19th  – Wednesday 21st July
Learning Experiences
It is the final week of Year 3 and the perfect opportunity to look over the film as a
whole and discuss why ET was and still remains one of the best loved family
films. Students will reflect on their learning this half term and have the
opportunity to share their best piece of writing with their peers during the Year 3
Writing Festival. We will look back at our learning at Greenside by looking at our
writing portfolios and seeing how much progression we’ve made. Students will
make their own quizzes about space and share them with their peers to test
their STEAM knowledge.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How could you summarise ET? Why do you think ET is still so popular today?
What were your favourite English and STEAM activities this half term? Is there
anything you’d like to learn more about? What world ready and test ready skills
have you improved on this year? What are you excited about next year?

Immersion experience:
We will have our own outdoor writing festival where students have an
opportunity to share a piece of writing they are most proud of this year. We will
have face painting, play music, and have snacks at our festival. Students will be
able to relax in the sun (hopefully!) and listen to their peers sharing their
wonderful writing.

English:
We are going to be doing some shared writing this week, students will work in
pairs to plan and write ET the sequel. Students will map out their ideas in their
books before writing up their sequel using the app Book Creator. These pieces
of shared writing will be displayed on the iPads at our writing festival!

Reading Tree:
2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

Skills:

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they

can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● Plan their writing by:
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● Evaluate and edit by:
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements



We are going to revisit previous class books we have read and try to summarise
the main ideas from these texts. This will give us an opportunity to reflect on
some of the wonderful books we have read, both individually and as a class, and
recommend some books to our peers for the summer holidays!

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
The data capture results will be reviewed and any concepts that the students are
less confident in will be consolidated this week. Students will work in groups to
answer questions on the four operations, fractions, measurement and time and
answer a range of word problems linking to these concepts. Students will also
have the opportunity to reflect on their tests, understanding the areas that they
are strong in and realising any concepts that they need a bit more practice in.

STEAM:
This week we will celebrate our incredible work this half term by reflecting on our
learning. Students will write a reflection where they talk about their experiences
and include thoughts on:
-outdoor learning (life size space shuttle, measuring the scaled solar system)
- the STEAM projects (3D solar system models, Science Fair, sundials, paper
rockets)
- the editing process (how has re-drafting and reviewing their work helped to
improve the work and their understanding of their writing voice)
- how has reading aloud helped their understanding of their writing
-how has technology (radio recording, NASA app, VR headsets, Measure app,
AppleTV, AirPlay) improved and aided learning this half-term
-the world ready skills we have improved on and are continuing to work on as
students move into Year 4

Arithmetic Focus:
Students will answer mixed arithmetic questions covering all concepts taught
this half term


