
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2021 Y3 Class Teacher: Hannah Findlay

Class Film Text: Coco Class Book/ Text: Fiesta Femenina: Celebrating Women in Mexican Folktales

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Welcome Back Film Immersion Day- Going Places!
Friday 3rd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
To welcome our students back to Greenside, we will spend the day working
through a range of immersion activities based around the theme of Going
Places!

To welcome our students back to Greenside!
To introduce our Year of Going Places – Journeys - Live your Best Life!
To spark our curiosity about films that explore journeys and return to our
filmmaking skills
To recall Little Amal’s summer journey and introduce our new friends Italy –
sending a 1st correspondence
To begin to explore the journey each class may go on this year with their
learning, achievements and dreams!

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied



● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying
key details that support the main ideas

● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
● describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the sun in

the solar system
● describe the movement of the moon relative to the Earth
● describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately spherical bodies
● use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent

movement of the sun across the sky
● to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and

revisit ideas
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting

and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
● about great artists, architects and designers in history.
● solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in a

line graph
● complete, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● retrieving and recording information/identify key details from the text.
● Proof-reading
● reading skills also as outlined above

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Dia de los Muertos
Monday 6th September - Wednesday 8th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about Coco.

Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What do you think Coco is about? What do you already know about Mexico?
What celebration do you think the film is based around? What languages do

Skills:

● Recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence
of light.

● Recognise that light from the sun is dangerous and that there are ways to protect
their eyes.

● Ask relevant questions and use different types of scientific enquiries to answer
them.

● Make systematic and careful observations.



people speak in Mexico? When is the film set? What was happening in Mexico
during this time? How do you think the film links to the theme of journeys?

English:
Immersion experience:
Our immersion experience this week will be our own Dia de los Muertos or Day
of the Dead party. We will move around a carousel of activities to learn more
about this annual festival and create some decorations for our classroom.
Station 1: Making masks/careteas and learning about why they are used
Station 2: Making food to decorate the graves of loved ones
Station 3: Creating Papel Picado out of paper to decorate our classroom

Writing Experience:
Our GPS activity this week will be reviewing some of the writing skills we
learned in Year 2. We will be thinking about what makes a sentence by
identifying nouns and verbs and reminding ourselves about using capital letters
and full stops and understanding the different types of sentences we can use
e.g. commands, questions, statements, exclamations. We will go on a sentence
treasure hunt around the garden, hunting for nouns, adjectives and verbs and
piecing them together to try and create a sentence about Coco.

Reviewing sentences will support us to write about ourselves in a ‘Our place in
the world’ writing activity. Throughout the term, we will be learning about
Miguel’s family and culture in Mexico. The first task will be locating Mexico on a
map on the world and talking about some of the cultures and customs in this
area. We will then write about the countries that we, and our family, come from
and share what we know with our peers. Our writing will be displayed on the
world map and help to decorate our classroom.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2e: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied
Our first Reading Tree session will give students the opportunity to explore their
new text this half term: Fiesta Femenina. They will use the front cover and
pictures within the book to predict the genre of the book and what might happen
in each of the short stories. Later in the half term, we will reflect on our
predictions to see if we were correct.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will start the year by looking at place value in Maths. Students will create
their own place value charts and design Coco themed counters to represent
hundreds, tens and ones and can continue referring back to these place value
charts throughout the half term. We will also take our Maths learning outside,
using natural materials, such as sticks and stones, to represent numbers on a
place value chart and practice adding hundreds.

● Use results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest
improvements and raise further questions.

● Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to
design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users.

● recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number (hundreds, tens,
ones)

● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● read and write numbers up to 1000 using numerals and words
● compare and order numbers up to 1000
● solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas
● to suggest ways of improving own work
● be able to comment on works of art
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● choosing nouns and pronouns appropriately and to avoid repetition



Key questions: What do these digits represent? How many hundreds/tens/ones
have you made and how else can we say this? How many ones are in 1 ten,
how many tens are in 1 hundred? Can you represent this number pictorially and
using manipulatives?

STEAM:
The film Coco uses light and colour to show the contrast between the real world
and the Land of the Dead. We will also be learning about light this half term in
our STEAM learning. Our first science lesson will be all about investigating light
sources and understanding how we see light. This session will be an opportunity
for students to share what they already know about light and shadows and think
about some questions they would like to investigate in the coming weeks.
Students will discuss sources of light, both natural and manmade, and learn
about the Earth’s biggest source of light - the sun. We will then take our learning
outside to create a model showing how light bounces off an object into our eyes.
We will discuss our own safety when it comes to the sun and think about how
we can protect our eyes when outside.

Arithmetic:
Students will answer arithmetic questions relating to:

- Representing numbers to 1000
- Tens and ones using addition
- Hundreds

Class Display:
We will decorate the classroom with our masks and the Papel Picados which we
make during our festival. Our map of the world will also be displayed in the
classroom with Mexico identified, along with other countries which our cohort is
from.



Friday 10th September
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Each week, our Big Write will be a narrative from a different character’s
perspective. This week, we will write from the perspective of Miguel in Mexico as
he and his family prepare for Dia de los Muertos.

Messy Maths:
We will answer reasoning and problem solving questions relating to numbers to
1000 and hundreds, tens and ones.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance through
three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
and mountain pose

We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: The Importance of Family
Monday 13th September - Wednesday 15th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Our theme this week will be about the importance of family. We will be mostly
focusing on the first part of the film as Miguel’s family prepare for the Day of the
Dead festival and create their altar to their deceased family members. We will

Skills:



think about our own families and explore our lineage by making family trees. We
will also choose a family member as our focus for this week and celebrate them
by drawing a portrait of them and writing a letter to them. We will also have our
first Class Prime Minister elections this week and deliver speeches to our peers
saying why we would be a good class leader.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Who makes up your family? Why is family important? Why does Miguel’s family
display pictures of their loved ones after they die? In Mexican beliefs, what
happens when someone who dies is not remembered each year? How do you
remember your loved ones? What do you know about your ancestors?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to look at Miguel’s family tree and understand how we can read
the information in it. We will then have a go at creating our own family trees,
seeing how far back we can remember. Students will then share their work with
peers on their table to learn more about each other’s family histories.

Students will then choose one member of their family to draw. We will only use
black & white and sepia tones as these pictures are intended to look old. When
we have drawn our portrait of a family member, we will put them in a photo
frame and add them to our ofrenda or ‘home altar’, which will be displayed in the
class. Although the ofrenda is usually used to remember loved ones who have
passed away, we will use it to celebrate all of our family.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS learning this week will build on our sentence work from the previous
week. We will be thinking about how we can expand our sentences to diversify
our writing and make it more interesting for the reader. We will do this by
introducing conjunctions and learning about coordinate and subordinate clauses.

We are going to learn about letter writing this week and write a letter to the
family member we drew a portrait of. Our discussions about the importance of
family will support us in our writing as the main theme of our letter will be writing

● notice that light is reflected from surfaces.
● recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence

of light
● recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous.
● recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-digit number (100s, 10s, 1s)
● count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100; find 10 or 100 more or less than a

given number
● read and write numbers up to 1,000 in numerals and in words
● compare and order numbers up to 1,000
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting

and sculpture with a range of materials
● retrieve and record information from a text
● extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider

range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally
● progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of

sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices



about what this person means to us. We will think carefully about the layout of a
letter and plan each paragraph carefully before we begin. As this is our first
piece of writing which is written and published over 2 weeks, students will be
expected to take time with their writing and include conjunctions to vary their
sentence length.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2b: Retrieve and record information from a text
As a class, we will read through the first folktale in the book and think about
some of the key information in the text. We will be focusing on retrieving
information and answering questions using evidence from the text to justify our
answers. We will first practice the skill by playing games such as ‘fastest finger
first’ and using ‘Where’s Wally’ images to learn how to methodically search for
information in a text. Students will then apply what they have learned by
highlighting the answers to questions in the class book.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will continue looking at place value this week, moving into learning about
100s, 10s and 1s and showing numbers on a place value grid. We will think
about strategies we can use to find 1, 10 and 100 more or less than a given
number by using these grids. We will also learn about how we can order 3-digit
numbers on number lines to 1000. In the film, many of Miguel’s deceased
ancestors are hundreds of years old. We will use our knowledge of place value
and number lines to 1000 to help order the ages of Miguel’s distant relatives
from youngest to oldest. Each student in the class will then be given an age and
picture of one of Miguel’s ancestors and have the challenge of ordering
themselves on a giant number line in the playground.

Key questions: Can you have 9 more than the same type of number e.g. 11
tens? What does a 0 in a place value chart mean and why do we need to add it?
When finding 1, 10, 100 more or less than a number, which column changes?
Can more than one column change?

STEAM:
In Mexican traditions, the ofrenda is a colourful memorial of passed relatives
which is adorned with candles, food and decorations. This shrine must be bright
and colourful, even when it is very dark. We are going to set up a scientific
investigation to test which colours and materials show up best in the dark so that
our ofrenda can be as bright as possible. Students will first make predictions
about which objects they think will show up best in the dark. They will then take
turns to test their predictions by taking their materials into a dark ‘cave’ in the
classroom and seeing which items are most visible. When students are waiting
for their turn in the ‘cave’, they will learn about how darkness is the absence of
light and think about why certain materials are more visible when light shines on



them. The students will record their observations from the cave experiment and
conclude which materials would show up best at night.

Arithmetic:
We will answer arithmetic questions based on:
100s, 10s and 1s
Number line to 1,000
Find 1, 10, 100 more or less than a given number

Maths Display:
Our Maths display will be a number line to 1000 with pictures of Miguel’s family
and their ages next to them. The family members will be ordered on the number
line along with some problem solving Maths language which the students can
refer to throughout the half term.

Friday 17th September
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
This week, our Big Write will be a narrative from the perspective of Mama Coco,
the oldest living member of Miguel’s family. For much of the film, Mama Coco
sits quietly in her chair observing her family bustling around her. The narrative
will be based on Mama Coco’s thoughts as she sits and watches her family
prepare for the festival.

Messy Maths:
We will answer problem solving and reasoning questions linked to hundreds,
tens and ones and number lines to 1000.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time; students will be
challenged to compare their past performances with their current ones,
seeing if they can “out-balance” themselves and their peers

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal



We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use

WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: The Power of Music
Monday 20th September - Wednesday 22nd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we will be thinking about the journey people take when they listen to
music. Music is a key feature in Coco, young Miguel has a passion for music
which conflicts with his family’s values and music is the thing which sparks
Mama Coco’s memory and brings Herbert’s memory back to life.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How do different genres of music make you feel? Where does music take you?
Do any songs remind you of a specific memory, time or place? What is Mexican
music like? How do different instruments create different experiences and
sounds? How does music and colour link? What do you ‘see’ when you hear
music?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to be immersed into the world of music through an activity which
incorporates the arts. Students will listen to clips from a range of genres without
any other distractions and firstly just tune into the sounds they are hearing.
Students will then listen to the clip again and be invited to move their bodies in
any way that they like based on how the clip sounds. Finally, students will listen
for a final time and ‘paint the music’, using the colours, shapes and objects
which they see in their imagination when they listen to the clips. We will use this
activity to provoke a discussion about the power of music and how it can make
us feel.

Learning about music this week will inspire us to take part in our own Year 3
Talent Show similar to the one Miguel takes part in. Students will be invited to
showcase their wonderful talents in front of their peers and teachers.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS focus for this week is using apostrophes, for both contractions and
possession. Students will be taught how to use these correctly and be
encouraged to incorporate apostrophes into their letters.

We are going to take part in an editing carousel aimed to elevate our writing and
create a final polished piece which will be displayed in our classroom.
We will move around stations of a carousel, each improving a different area of
our writing:
Station 1: Focusing on the structure and layout (adult led)

Skills:

● notice that light is reflected from surfaces.
● recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to

protect their eyes.
● compare and order numbers up to 1,000
● count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including

the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with singular and plural

nouns
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting

and sculpture with a range of materials
● listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory
● appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music

drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians



Station 2: Correcting grammar, punctuation and spelling (adult led)
Station 3: Decorating photo frames for our writing and portraits (independent)

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2d: Make inferences from the text
We are going to recap on the skill of retrieval learned in the previous week and
ensure we feel confident with this skill. We will then compare the skill of
retrieving with inference. We will look at images, videos and extracts from our
class book and highlight details which are stated and details which are implied.
Students will also have the opportunity to use drama to act out a scene while
their peers make inferences about what they are doing.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week we are going to be using comparative language and
equality/inequality symbols to compare numbers and objects to 1000. Students
will practice using a range of manipulatives to represent numbers and will
answer Coco themed word problems to help them apply the skill. We will take
our Maths learning outside to help us practice this skill, using natural materials
to represent numbers to 1000 and working in teams to correctly compare these
objects.

Key questions: What strategy did you use to compare the 2 numbers? How do
you know which number is greater? Which column do you start comparing from
and why? What materials would help you compare the numbers?

STEAM:
In science this week, we are going to investigate how light travels and notice
that light reflects from some surfaces. Our challenge is to help Coco find his way
out of the Land of the Dead and back to his family. We are going to create a
maze out of cardboard to represent the Land of the Dead, we need to shine a
light through the maze to show Coco the way out. Students will only have a
torch and mirrors and must work out how to make the light ‘bend’ around the
corners of the maze. At the end of the lesson, we will come together as a class
to make conclusions about how light travels, and what is happening when the
light hits the mirror. We will record our findings by drawing and labelling our
experiment.

Arithmetic:
We will answer arithmetic questions on place value, specifically:
Comparing objects to 1,000
Comparing numbers to 1,000
Ordering numbers Count in 50s

Writing Display:



Our final published letters to our family members will be added to our ofrenda
alongside the artwork we drew last week. We will frame our letters and artwork
and decorate our altar with lights, flowers and food offerings.

Friday 24th September
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Our Big Write this week will be a narrative based on the experience of Ernesto
de la Cruz, the famous musician who Miguel idolises.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems and reasoning questions based on
comparing objects and numbers to 1000.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination and rolls: Using balance beams, marked lines
on floor, students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to
walk forward and backward on or in a given area; they will be further
challenged to perform a straddle forward roll and a backward roll to
straddle correctly; they may choose to combine their gymnastics
practices into a short performance

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose; this week, they will be challenged to be
yoga teachers by incorporating these poses into their vocabulary and
running small, socially distanced sessions with everyone

We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal



WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: The Land of the Dead
Monday 27th September - Wednesday 29th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This is the week of fantasy and mythical creatures! Students will have the
opportunity to get creative and design their own alebrijes or spirit animals. We
will also begin our fantasy narratives which will be written over two weeks and
be based around our creatures. We will compare the Land of the Dead to
Miguel’s life at home and think about how the film differentiates between these
two worlds through colour and music.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How does the Land of the Dead compare to the Land of the Living? What do
people in Mexico believe happens when you die? How do the colours and
scenes in the Land of the Dead compare with Miguel’s life? What are alebrijes?
What does Miguel have to do to come home?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to delve into fantasy this week as we become immersed into the
Land of the Dead. Students will design and create their own alebrijes (spirit
animals or mythical creatures) which best represent them. Students will first
design their animals, taking inspiration from the natural world. We will spend
some time outdoors taking photographs and sketching interesting plants and
animals to inspire our designs. Students will then model their animals out of clay
and paint them in vibrant colours to mirror the alebrijes from the film.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS focus for this week is past and present tense, both simple and
progressive. We are going to practice identifying the different tenses and
understand when we should correctly use them. We will ensure that the tense
we use in our narrative is consistent so that meaning is not lost.

Skills:

● Recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked
by an opaque object.

● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting
and sculpture with a range of materials

● to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and
revisit ideas

● add and subtract numbers mentally, including, a three-digit number and 1s, a
three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s

● using paragraphs as a way to group relevant material
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally
● progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of

sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
● explain the meaning of words in context



We are going to write a fantasy narrative based on the mythical creatures we
created earlier in the week. This is an opportunity for the students to get
creative, as the Land of the Dead does not follow the same rules as reality. We
are going to first write a setting description about this fantastical land, thinking
about how we can show the reader that they have journeyed to a magical place.
Students will follow the journey of their alebrijes as it travels around the Land of
the Dead and encounters characters from the film.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2a Explain the meaning of words in context
This week we are going to focus on word meaning and expose the students to
new vocabulary which they can include in their narratives. Students will be told a
word or phrase and must search the playground for a word which most closely
matches the meaning. As a class, we will discuss how we deciphered what the
word might mean by reading around the text and making informed guesses.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week, we are moving onto addition and subtraction. We will be adding and
subtracting multiples of 100, adding and subtracting 1s and adding and
subtracting 3-digit and 1-digit numbers. In the Land of the Dead, The
Department of Family Reunions is the office which determines whether the
spirits have been remembered in ofrendas on Earth. It is reminiscent of a train
station, not allowing spirits to pass through without a ticket. The Department
knows exactly how many spirits have passed through and if anyone has slipped
past, which is how Miguel was discovered. We are going to set up our own
Department of Family Reunions in the classroom. Students will have to keep
track of how many spirits enter and leave the Land of the Dead by using their
knowledge of addition and subtraction. If the calculation is not correct, we must
work out how many spirits have slipped past us and find them!

Key questions: What is the same and different about adding 2 ones and 3 ones,
2 tens and 3 tens, 2 hundreds and 3 hundreds? Which column do I need to
focus on?

STEAM:
This week, we are going to be learning about how light interacts with different
materials. Mama Coco is Miguel’s oldest relative and is having difficulty sleeping
as the early morning light wakes her up. We are going to investigate what the
best blackout curtains would be to help Mama Coco get a good night’s rest.
Students will be encouraged to use scientific language e.g. transparent,
translucent and opaque, to describe different materials. Students will firstly make
predictions about which material they think would work best before testing their
theories. We will use a photometer to measure the intensity of light as it shines
through different materials for the curtains, recording our data in a bar chart so
that we can clearly see which materials let the least amount of light through, and
therefore would make good curtains for Mama Coco. We will then come together



as a class where students will discuss their data and make generalisations
about what kind of materials are transparent, translucent and opaque.

Arithmetic:
We are going to answer arithmetic questions about:
Add and subtract multiples of 100
Add and subtract 1s
Add and subtract 3-digit and 1-digit numbers – not crossing 10
Friday 1st October  Little Amal - Take Letters to Politicians
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Our narrative this week will be from the perspective of Herbert who has spent a
long time in the Land of the Dead, hoping that his family remembers him.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems based on addition and subtraction of
multiples of 100s and 1s.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week we will be learning about dance. Students will move around three
stations which will give them opportunities to develop their movement and
expression.
Station 1: Students will practice the skill of improvisation, reacting to different
stimuli. Students will listen to music and sounds and respond through
improvised movement.
Station 2: Students will focus on methods of travel, considering different and
interesting ways that they can move to another spot on the floor within a dance
sequence.
Station 3: Creating a short sequence with a partner. In a socially distanced way,
students will practice working collaboratively with a partner to create a short,
synchronised movement pattern.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: Mexican Culture Past and Present
Monday 4th October- Wednesday 6th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
We are going to think about the wider context of the film by looking at the
country of Mexico in the past and today. We will look at a range of famous artists
from Mexico and create our own artwork inspired by them. We will display our
art and our narratives in an outdoor exhibition and invite other classes to come
and see! We will also think about Mexico today and understand some of the
challenges people from Mexico are facing, particularly in regards to Mexican
immigrants living in the US.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning

Skills:

● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting
and sculpture with a range of materials



What is Mexican culture like? Who were the Aztecs? How does modern day
Mexico compare to Mexico in the past? When was this film set? What famous
artists do you know from Mexico? When have you seen or heard about Mexico
in the news?

English:
Immersion experience:
Students will have a Mexican culture morning where they learn about a variety
of Mexican artists. They will move around a carousel of activities which focus on
different aspects of Mexican art and will have opportunities to use VR goggles to
travel to Mexico and experience the culture ‘first hand’. Students will then create
their own piece of art inspired by one of the artists covered in the morning.
Students will also write a brief summary of their artwork, commenting on who
they were inspired by and why they chose a certain medium. We will present our
final pieces in an art exhibition in the garden and invite other classes to take a
look.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS focus for this week is determiners. Students will recap on vowels and
consonants and ensure that their determiners are correct in their narratives
when editing.

We are going to take part in an editing carousel aimed to improve our writing
and get it ready to display alongside our Mexican art at our exhibition.
We will move around stations of a carousel, each improving a different area of
our writing:
Station 1: Focusing on cohesion (adult led)
Station 2: Correcting grammar, punctuation and spelling (adult led)
Station 3: Painting our alejibres (independent)

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2h: Make comparisons within a text
As our class book is a collection of short stories written by the same author, we
are going to choose two and compare them. We will practice using language for
comparison by choosing two characters, objects or people out of a hat and
talking about their similarities and differences. We will then apply this skill to our
class text, using the same language to help us communicate our ideas.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will be continuing with addition and subtraction this week, developing our
understanding by learning to add 2-digit and 1-digit numbers and 3-digit and
1-digit numbers with exchanging. When Miguel helps his aunts and grandmother
to cook traditional Mexican food, he must ensure that the measurements are
exactly correct. We will help Miguel find the correct weights of each ingredient
and work out how much he has left by answering addition and subtraction

● to learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting

improvements
● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including

the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
● Make comparisons within a text
● add and subtract numbers mentally, including, a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories,

myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally
● find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change.



problems. If we manage to get our calculations correct, we can put them to the
test by making our own tres leches cake, a traditional Mexican delicacy.

Key questions: Can we exchange 10 ones for a ten? How can we use number
bonds to solve addition more easily? What is the largest digit you can have in
each column?

STEAM:
We are going to continue our work on our puppet shows this week by designing
our puppets and stages! Students will have access to a range of materials to
create these and will think carefully about which materials would be best suited
for the puppets and the stage screen based on their investigation into
transparent, translucent and opaque materials from the previous week. We will
use our mathematical knowledge of addition and subtraction as well as
measurement to ensure our stage is the right size for our puppets. We will also
create a storyboard mapping out the scene that we will retell.

Arithmetic:
We will answer addition and subtraction arithmetic problems:
Add 2-digit and 1-digit numbers (with exchanging)
Add 3-digit and 1-digit numbers (with exchanging)
Friday 8th October
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
We are going to write a narrative from the perspective of Frida Kahlo in the film.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems based on addition with exchanging.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
We will continue our work on dance and develop some of the skills practiced last
week. Students will work in 3 stations, practicing 3 different skills.
Station 1: Experimenting with different speeds. Students will work in small
groups, responding to the tempo of music by changing the speed of their
movements.
Station 2: Students will work on their balance and think about how a range of
static poses can be included into a wider balance sequence. In small, socially
distanced groups, students will create a short dance incorporating balance
moves.
Station 3: Varying levels and experimenting with different dynamics within a
dance sequence. In small, socially distanced groups, students will think about
the different levels within a dance and experiment with varying the movements
each member of the group does. For example, two members of the group may
begin on the floor whilst two others are standing.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal



WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook: The Creation of Coco DC1
Monday 11th October- Wednesday 13th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we are going to be focusing on the process of creating animation
films. The students are going to experience planning and creating their own
stop-motion animations and screen these at an Oscars Party at the end of the
week. The students will also interview one another about making the film and
think about all the different people and work which goes into an animation like
Coco.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How do Pixar create their films? What different roles are required to create an
animation film such as Coco? What inspired the film? What are the steps
involved to create a digitally animated character? How long does it take to
create a film like this? What jobs or careers can you have in animation?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to be going behind the scenes of the film Coco to understand
more about the process of creating a Pixar animation. We will listen and read
interviews from people who work on animations similar to this one to truly
understand how an idea turns into a Pixar film. Students are then going to create
their own stop-motion animations, using similar techniques to those used in
Coco. In small groups, students will design characters, create a story-board for
their film and create maquettes (3D clay model). They will then film their
stop-motion animations using their maquettes.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS focus for this week will be revisiting past concepts in preparation for
DC1. Students will take part in a carousel of activities, moving between stations
to revisit the GPS concepts learned this half term.

Our writing this week is going to be an interview with the producer of a brand
new animation film! Students will pair up with a peer who is not in their animation
group to ask and answer questions about their film. They will take turns being
the interview and interviewee, ensuring they write the question and response in
their books.

Reading Tree:
We will be practicing ‘test ready skills’ in preparation for our first Data Capture.
Students will work in teams to practice skimming and scanning a text to identify

Skills:

● add and subtract numbers mentally, including, a three-digit number and 1s, a
three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s

● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place
value, and more complex addition and subtraction.

● using paragraphs as a way to group relevant material
● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to

understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
● discussing and recording ideas
● composing and rehearsing sentences orally
● progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of

sentence structures
● organising paragraphs around a theme
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different

purposes, including for expressing feelings.
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change.
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting

and sculpture with a range of materials
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories,

myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally



key information. We will discuss strategies when approaching reading tests so
that students feel confident and are able to achieve their best.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will be learning how to subtract 1-digit numbers from 2-digit numbers and
1-digit numbers from 3-digit numbers with exchanging this week. Students will
use manipulatives to understand exactly what is happening when they
exchange. They will be able to use their Coco themed place value charts made
earlier in the term to support them with their subtraction calculations as well as
using formal methods for subtraction. Students will then create their own word
problems based around the film and share these with their peers. In preparation
for Data Capture 1, students will review previous Maths concepts learned this
half term in a carousel of activities and through a variety of Maths games.

Key questions: Which methods can we use to help us subtract? When do we
need to exchange? What is the most efficient method to answer each question?
Can we calculate any of these questions mentally?

STEAM:
It is the final week for students to perfect their shadow puppet shows. They will
have the opportunity to rehearse their plays ready for the performance next
week. To really elevate the performances, students will investigate how the
shadow changes when the puppet is moved closer and farther away from the
light. This will help them play with the size of characters and the set e.g.
ensuring the trees are larger than the characters. Students will create a
hypothesis about whether the distance between an object and a light source
affects the size of the shadow. They will set up their investigation to test the
hypothesis and record their findings in a table. Students will analyse the data
and conclude whether or not it supports their hypotheses.

Arithmetic:
Students will answer arithmetic questions based on:
Subtracting a 1-digit number from 2-digits - crossing 10
Subtracting a 1-digit number from a 3-digit number – crossing 10
Friday 15th October
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Students will write a narrative from the perspective of Mama Imelda Rivera
meeting Coco for the first time.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems about subtraction with exchanging.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities



Students will be put into small groups where they will work collaboratively to
create their own dances. These dances should include a variation of levels and
speeds, some synchronized movements, and include movements with precision
and control which respond appropriately to the music. This week will also give
students an opportunity to work collaboratively within a group and consider the
strengths of each member when planning their dance.

● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 8 THEME/ Hook: Journey Back to The Day of the Dead                               Wednesday 20th October Good Dance for Good Chance
Monday 18th October- Wednesday 20th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Our final week will be our reflection week, giving students an opportunity to look
back over the half term and see the progress they have made. We will think
about ourselves as learners and revisit the Day of the Dead table which was set
up in our first week. Students will also have an opportunity to put their world
ready skills to the test in a free-flow carousel which will require them to be
independent and self-motivated.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What are your highlights from this half term? What do you know now that you
didn’t know at the beginning of the year? What have you most improved in?
What do you think you need to improve in the next half term? What world ready
and test ready skills have you developed? What kind of learner are you?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to revisit our Day of the Dead table which we looked at in the first
few weeks of the half term. Students will look around the table to see the clues
linking to their learning, they will discuss some of the key learning experiences
and talk about themselves as learners. This experience will give the class the
opportunity to recognise their achievements in their first half term as Year 3s and
encourage them to think metacognitively about themselves as learners.

Writing Experience:
Our GPS focus for this week will be to revisit any concepts which need to be
covered based on the DC1 results. Students will be encouraged to look back
over these concepts and highlight any areas they think they need more support
in. Students will take on ‘student teacher’ roles to support peers and encourage
independence.

Skills:

● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying

on topic and initiating and responding to comments
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● add and subtract numbers mentally, including, a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.
● recognise that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence

of light
● notice that light is reflected from surfaces
● recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous and that there are ways to

protect their eyes
● recognise that shadows are formed when the light from a light source is blocked

by a solid object
● find patterns in the way that the size of shadows change.



Our writing task this week will be a film review for Coco, encouraging others to
watch the film. Our target audience will be the Year 1 class, therefore we need
to ensure our writing is clear and appropriate for that age group. We need to
summarise the film, describing the overarching themes and main ideas without
giving away any spoilers! Our challenge will be using many of the GPS concepts
we learned over this half term correctly.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2c Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph
As this is our week of reflection, it is the perfect opportunity to practice the skill
of summarising in our Reading Tree session. We will use drama to act out the
main events in the texts we have covered this half term, ensuring we are
focusing on the gist of the film rather than key details within the text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will take part in a free-flow carousel where students can choose how many
activities they do and how long they spend on them. The carousel will cover
STEAM concepts covered over the half term and will give students the
opportunity to practice key skills before the holidays. Small interventions with
teachers will take place during the free-flow carousel to offer personalised
teaching to each student.

Key questions: Can you explain your methods to a friend? How many different
strategies can you use to answer this question? What is the best way to tackle
this problem solving question? How did I learn from my mistakes?

STEAM:
It is time for our shadow puppet performances! Each group will retell a scene
from the film using light and shadows. We will also have a final ‘All About Light’
quiz where the class can put their knowledge to the test.

Arithmetic:
Students will do mixed arithmetic questions covering all the concepts learned
this half term.
Friday 22nd October - Good Dance for Good Chance (all day)
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
We will write our final Big Write from the perspective of any character we
choose, retelling a scene from the film with that character in.

Messy Maths:
We will answer mixed word problems covering all the concepts learned this half
term.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
To ensure that all students:

● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities



We will have a dance off in the hall! Students will have an opportunity to practice
and refine their dances in the same groups from last week. We will then perform
the dances for the rest of year 3 and 4. Students will peer-assess one another,
looking out for techniques learned in previous weeks and commenting on how
the group incorporated them into their dance sequence.

● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best


