
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2021 Y4 Class Teacher: James Tilden

Class Film Text: Paper Planes Class Book/ Text: The Boy at the Back of the Class

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Welcome Back Film Immersion Day- Going Places!
Friday 3rd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
To welcome our students back to Greenside, we will spend the day working
through a range of immersion activities based around the theme of Going
Places!

Learning experiences:
To welcome our students back to Greenside!
To introduce our Year of Going Places – Journeys - Live your Best Life!
To spark our curiosity about films that explore journeys and return to our
filmmaking skills
To recall Little Amal’s summer journey and introduce our new friends Italy –
sending a 1st correspondence
To begin to explore the journey each class may go on this year with their
learning, achievements and dreams!

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied



● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying
key details that support the main ideas

● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
● to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and

revisit ideas
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting

and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]
● about great artists, architects and designers in history.
● solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in a

line graph
● complete, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● retrieving and recording information/identify key details from the text.
● Proof-reading
● reading skills also as outlined above

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Paper Airplanes
Monday 6th September - Wednesday 8th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?

Skills:



We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What is the world of flying like? How far can a paper airplane go? Did you know
that various countries host paper airplane competitions and that there are record
holders for the world’s farthest distance of a single paper airplane flight? These
questions and more will be explored as we dive headfirst into the amazing
narrative of Paper Planes.

English:
This week, we will kick off our English learning with our Knowledge Harvest and
Big Questions regarding Paper Planes. Students will fill in their knowledge
harvest sheet which will require them to write about what they may already know
about this film, what they can infer from its title and its film poster, or what they
may already know about its genre. For their Big Questions, students will be
challenged to ask a variety of questions that detail what they would like to know
about the film, its characters, its genre, when or how it was made, et. cetera.
Students will also write about the context of the film itself, including what was
happening in the world at the time of the film release.

Immersion experience:
Paper plane treasure hunt! Students will go on a paper plane treasure hunt to
find a series of hidden paper planes around the school. Each one will include a
clue or quote from the film to reveal the mysteries of our film: what is it all about?
Who are the characters? Where does it take place? What might happen? These
questions, and more, will be revealed as we bring all of the found paper planes
back to class and discuss what they all might mean. Then, we will have our own
paper plane competition...

Welcome to the World Paper Plane Championships -- or at least, welcome to
the existence of these championships. As Jethro says, “today, I’m going to show
you how to make paper planes”, he also explains to Dylan, and the students,
that the world record for distance of a paper plane toss is nearly 70m and to
even qualify, one must throw at least 25m. Taking Jethro’s lead, we will construct
our own paper planes, beginning with little to no knowledge of paper planes (or
even how to construct them properly!), then head down to the hall to cast our
planes as far as possible, determining who, if anyone, has what it takes to throw
their plane 25 meters -- or more!

Writing Experience:
This week, we will look at baseline writing to gauge where students are with their
writing skills. This will focus on one big question: What do you wish you could
change in the world for young people and Little Amal?

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● to explore how to write instructional pieces based on a set of instructions they have

created, like a step-by-step guide to folding paper into an airplane

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O



Our GPS will be based on full stops and capital letters and verb inflections.
Students will be required to review the merits and uses of full stops and capital
letters to ensure they have a solid foundation of basic grammatical devices upon
which to build as they pick up more sophisticated GPS. They will also be tasked
with understanding proper use of verb inflections to ensure their writing begins
with consistent basic grammar for the ensuing academic year.

To practice this GPS, we will write an instructional piece on “how to make a
paper airplane”. Students will come with limited knowledge about how to actually
make a paper airplane, but we will reflect on the planes and their successes or
failures in our immersive experience, drawing from this which designs work best
and which did not. Then, we will write an introduction to paper planes, gathering
detail from the film (how popular paper planes are, how they can be competitive
on a world scale, et. cetera); following the introduction, we will write a
step-by-step guide on how to properly fold an A4 piece of paper into a working
paper plane.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
Reading Domain: 2e: predict what might happen from details stated and implied
This week, we will look at our class book, The Boy at the Back of the Class, and,
based on the blurb and front cover, make predictions on what might happen,
who the characters are, what the setting is, and how it might link with our film
text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Identify the value of ThHTO
Dylan Webber is often motivated by his teachers to push himself to the next
level on his paper airplanes and on his school work. He proves himself to be a
competent young man who can craft a paper plane capable of flying great
distances. This week, we will look at those distances and begin to conceptualise
what goes into a whole number -- place value, thousands, hundreds, tens, and
ones. We will do this in a series of stations:

1. The place value of distance: identify the place value of each distance
flown (if a paper plane is flown to 1432cm, students will have to break
down this number to its place value components, representing the
number in a number bond sentence, 1000 + 400 + 30 + 2)

2. Comparing distances: identify which distance is the greatest by
comparing two or more numbers. If a paper plane is flown 3021cm but
another is flown 3201cm, which has flown the farthest? How do you
know? Can you explain this in terms of place value?

3. Using place value to chart distances: students will be challenged to
place dienes on place value charts to represent a range of distances
(3721cm = 3 Th, 7H, 2T, and 1O)

● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

Science
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests



Extension: Can you find 1,000 more and less than given numbers? How many
different ways can you figure this out (place value charts, isolating relevant place
values)

STEAM:
Paper Planes and the Natural World
Dylan is inspired by the natural world when he crafts his paper planes. He
intuitively recognises that the flight of birds is masterful in a way that can make
his places masterful, that can set them forth on long-range distances with the
flair of bird flight. Our on-going half-term STEAM project, then, will be to work
scientifically to investigate living things and their habitats with a particular focus
on birds, bird flight, and what this says about paper airplane flight.

We will begin our Paper Planes and the Natural World exploration by using
classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in
their local and wider environment. We will use charts, tables, and venn diagrams
to break down and visualise the
similarities and differences between
birds, fish, mammals, amphibians,
invertebrates. Then, we will refine our
classification keys down to birds, with a
particular focus on birds found in
Australia. As Dylan questions, “Do emus
dream of flying?”, we too will question
which birds can fly and which cannot,
which birds have greater wing span,
which birds fly in what patterns? We will
do this by creating new classification keys specific to bird flight.

Ultimately, we will link these birds and their
flight patterns to that of paper planes,
determining how important it is to model
paper planes after the natural world. To do
so, we will begin by constructing a paper
plane modelled after the peregrine falcon,
which Dylan appears in the film to admire for
its impressive flight.

Arithmetic:
ThHTO
Students will be challenged to form numbers out of number sentences of given
place values. For instance: 2Th, 3H, 4T, and 7O = ? We will also introduce
addition and subtracting place values. For instance: 3Th, 5H, 1T, and 9O take
away 4H = ?

Class Display:



Big questions display. This week, our display will show the students’ biggest
question regarding Paper Planes. They will be carefully and neatly written on
paper plane templates.

Friday 10th September
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
Paper Plane Diaries
This week, we will start ouf “Paper Plane Diaries” -- weekly diary entries from
various characters’ perspectives -- with Dylan’s perspective. We will write in
first-person to capture the beginning moments of the film, the beginning of his
amazing journey. Students will be challenged to write about who Dylan is, his
family life, his school life, and his first paper plane toss, imparting how inspired
he is with the idea and magic of paper planes.

Messy Maths:
Fluency and reasoning, word-problem questions regarding number and place
value, with particular focus on ThHTO and recognising, ordering, and comparing
these values.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance through
three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
and mountain pose

We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● to be able to use a range of strategies to tackle reasoning and problem-solving

questions

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: Dylan, the Australian
Monday 13th September - Wednesday 15th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
What drives the film’s narrative is Dylan’s journey to become a world champion
at paper plane tosses. He goes from exceeding his classmates in a toss, to
proving himself on the world stage. Along the way, he makes friends and
enemies, and his father seems to wane in his support for his son, but what is

Skills:



clear to the film viewer is the presence of Australian culture. It is inextricably
linked with who Dylan is and what the film is. Australian pride finds its way into
Dylan’s heart with the Australian II and the Australian outback, and Dylan’s
proximity to Sydney, make for a unique backdrop to Dylan’s story. This week, we
will explore things to do with Australian culture.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Who is Dylan? How is he influenced by his own country? Where is Australia?
How is it different from Britain? How is it similar? What makes up the culture of
Australia?

English:
Conjunctions will be our GPS focus this week as we learn through our
immersive experience.

This week, students will learn how to form longer sentences and join two ideas
together using conjunctions, recognising that conjunctions “connect” parts of
sentences together and are, therefore, a type of “connective”. They will be
challenged to use conjunctions they might not naturally include, such as or, yet,
nor, since, unless.

Immersion experience:
Dylan, Jack, and many of the main characters are Australian. While Dylan is
very much characterised by his father, so too is he characterised by being
Australian: the film is deeply set in the outback and its heat, its birds, its school
system, its proximity to Sydney, and its overall culture. So, to best immerse
ourselves in all things Australian, we will have an Australian Day! This will
include three major stations:

1. A game of cricket: students will take part in
learning about and playing a game of cricket
on the school playground, using all
necessary equipment and considering its
intricate rules, while recognising how popular
it is in Australia. They will learn about
Australian teams and any differences in rules
from that of English cricket.

2. Fairy Bread: students will make their own fairy bread, a
popular Australian treat, often served at birthday parties
in Australia (and New Zealand). They will use sprinkles,
white sliced bread, and butter, cutting their slices into
triangles, to experience a true Australian treat, and a
major cultural component to Australian food.

3. Aboriginal dot painting: students will learn about the
originals of aboriginal art and the importance of
aboriginal peoples in the history of Australia. They will

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar



then make their own Australian aboriginal dot paintings

Writing Experience:
Australia Fact File
Having gone through our Australia Day immersive experience, students will now
commit their learning to an Australia Fact File. They will be challenged to write
their fact files using relevant subheadings, including: Sport, Food, Aboriginal
Culture. They will also use research links to learn more about Australia, where
they will need to write about at least two more topics, which could include
Climate, Nature, People, et. cetera, and some quick facts.

To facilitate this writing experience, students will begin their
rough copies in a carousel:

1. Writing from experience: teacher-guided writing
based on Australia Day immersive experience where
students are given pointers on how to culminate their
experience in paragraph form, organising their
thoughts into appropriate and well-structure
sentences regarding Sport, Food, and Aboriginal
Culture.

2. Researching more: students will use iPads to take
notes and put those notes into sentence and
paragraph form on at least two more topics. Here, students will focus
solely on these topics, which may include Climate, Nature (animals),
People, et. cetera

3. Creating a quick facts list: students will use research links to create a
quick facts list to accompany their fact file. These quick facts can
include statistics on population, did-you-knows, languages, and
geography

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
2g: identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and
phrases. This week, we will see how the language of the opening chapters
contribute the meaning and emotional impact of The Boy at the Back of the
Class. We will also begin to compare and contrast our film text and our class
book.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Having examined Australian culture more closely, students will realise that the
geographic makeup of the country is vastly different from that of Britain. It
contains a range of different cultural aspects, but also a host of different
geographical and geological wonders. In their fact files, students may have
chosen to show Uluru, an ancient rock formation famous for attracting tourists.
Recognising this wondrous world of Australian rock formations, and Australian

o discussing and recording ideas
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause (when, so,

before, after, while, because)

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

Science
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers

to living things, especially human interference
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/australia


mining, students will use Australian gemstones to represent place value. Using
card paper, we will create our own gemstone place value dienes, using a variety
of colours or combinations of colours, to represent different place values of
numbers, ThHTO. For instance, students may choose to use ruby dienes to
represent ones, sapphire for tens, emerald for hundreds, and jade for
thousands. They will then use their place value counters to teach each other
their own representations, questioning their classmates to build and represent
numbers of increasing value. In stations, they will carry their gemstone counters
to manipulate them differently:

1. Find 1000 more or less than a given number and represent it with a
classmates’ counter gemstones

2. Use a classmates’ counter gemstones to represent the largest number
possible; use them to represent the smallest number possible

3. Challenge a classmate to create certain numbers. How fast can you
represent 3,204 or 8,915?

STEAM:
This week, we will look at the environment of Australia, in particular those
inhabited by Australian birds. We will choose a range of Australian birds,
including, emus, cockatoos, parrots, honeyeaters, Australian magpies, and
cassowaries, and, first, classy them into flying birds and non-flying birds. Then,
we will examine their environments with questions like: which area of Australia
do these birds primarily inhabit? How do these areas differ, how are they the
same? What other animals inhabit these environments? How do humans impact
these environments?

Having studied a range of Australian birds and their environments, we will select
one bird in particular to emulate through paper plane flight. Drawing inspiration
from this bird’s wingspan and flight patterns, we will fold our paper planes to
resemble our chosen bird, much like outlined here.

Finally, we will fly these paper planes, testing their flight distance on their flight
patterns. We will record their distance in an on-going chart, as the following
weeks will select a different bird, with a different plane model, ultimately
contrasting these models and their inspiration from the natural world.

Arithmetic:
Find 1000 more or less than a given number
Students will be given a variety of numbers in the 1000s and 100s and be
challenged to find 1000 more or less. They will be required to focus on the
thousands place value column, recognising that it is that column in which the
digit changes. Students will be taught to refrain from attempting more formal
methods, such as column addition and subtraction.

Maths Display:
Problem of the Day

https://www.audubon.org/news/these-paper-airplanes-fly-birds


A blank place value chart will be posted on display with groups of place value
dienes to manipulate. Students will be challenged to write place value questions
(show two-thousand less than 5,629 on the place value chart, for example) on
card paper. A chosen question will be stuck up next to the chart each day.

Friday 17th September
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
Paper Plane Diaries: Dylan and Jack
While much of who Dylan is, is determined by his Australian environment, a
major part of his character is his relationship, and often lack thereof, with his
father, Jack Webber. Jack is a downtrodden character, debilitated by the grieving
of his late wife, Dylan’s mother. This greatly impacts his involvement in his son’s
life. Students will continue this week’s diary, then, through the perspective of
Dyna, but with particular focus on his relationship with Jack.

Messy Maths:
ThHTO, finding 1000 more or less than a given number
We will solve a range of practical and word problems to boost students'
understanding of place value and problem-solving skills. Students will build upon
this week’s arithmetic and Maths lessons to tackle their messy Maths.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time; students will be
challenged to compare their past performances with their current ones,
seeing if they can “out-balance” themselves and their peers

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose

We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● to be able to use a range of strategies to tackle reasoning and problem-solving

questions

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: National Junior Paper Plane Championships
Monday 20th September - Wednesday 22nd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film: Skills:



This week, we will look towards the National Junior Paper Plane Championships
in Sydney, Australia. Dylan has worked tirelessly on his paper plane constructing
and on testing his designs. He has garnered the support of new friends in class
and from class teachers and his grandfather. While his father is relatively less
supportive, Dylan remains determined to become a national champion and to
move on to the world championships. This week, we will continue our
exploration of Australia and of paper plane construction!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What does it take to make the perfect paper plane? Who supports Dylan in his
journey? Who could Dylan use more support from? How does he make it to
Sydney? How can we emulate bird flight patterns? What can humans learn from
birds?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.
This week, we will look at prepositions dealing with time and space. These will
be included in our redrafting and published Australia fact files, along with last
week’s GPS, conjunctions.

Immersion experience:
Bird and animal watching!
This week, we will take to the school outdoor spaces (garden, playground) to
bird watch. We will create a sheet to think
scientifically about our experience: a dichotomy
of birds and non-birds where students can make
lists based on this criteria and more (insect,
animal, can it fly?, can it not fly?, et. cetera).
When students find or observe birds, they will
use iBird UK to further identify that bird, jotting
down key information, especially as it pertains to the bird’s flight and flight
patterns.

Writing Experience:
Students will carousel through the editing process with stations to focus on
success criteria to write proper fact files. These stations will include:

1. Grammar check: successfully using conjunctions, prepositions, as well
as capital letters where needed and consistent use of verb inflections

2. Punctuation check: successfully using full stops, question marks,
commas, and other relevant punctuation, where needed

3. Coherence: checking for overall coherence among and across
sentences; do sentences and paragraphs flow coherently?; are
headings and subheadings used correctly?

4. Spelling and vocabulary: successfully checking for proper spelling;
ensuring top tier language is used when applicable

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/ibird-uk-ireland-lite/id441884227


Once students have successfully completed their editing, and it has been
teacher-assessed as well, students will commit to publishing their redrafted fact
file, ensuring all corrections have been applied. Finally, students will use Adobe
Spark to bring their narratives to life, to then be presented to the class.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
Reading domain: 2d: make inferences from the text / explain and justify
inferences with evidence from the text. This week we will review what it means
to make inferences, recognising that it is different from retrieving information.
Then, we will look at chapters in our class book, making inferences based on the
narrative.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000 / counting in 10s, 100s, 1000s
In order to visualise rounding, each student will create separate number lines for
rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 1000. Much like their place value counter
gemstones, they will be colour coded for students to visualise to what place
value they are rounding. Then, we will enter the National Junior Championships
Rounding Championships.

The National Junior Championships Rounding Championships will feature a
series of rounding games that will challenge students to be first, second, or third
place:

1. Students will engage in a dice roll game whereby they will be given four
dice and a sheet of numbers in the thousands, but rounded to their
nearest ten and hundred. They will roll the die and, when rounded to
their nearest tenth and hundredth, will see if the number exists on their
sheet.

2. Another game will include rounding problem solving. For example,
“Dylan has $327 and spends $58 on a ticket to Sydney. To the nearest
tenth, how much money does he have left?”

3. Another game will be a quick recall of rounding, a series of more basic
arithmetic questions involving rounding to various place values as fast
as possible.

Students will have an overall time limit to move through each game in National
Junior Championships Rounding Championships. When finished, students will
self-assess (each game except the dice game) and, depending on how many
questions they got correct, they will be first, second, or third place!

STEAM:
Having gone through the bird watching immersive experience, students will
select a bird they wish to create in paper airplane form. Using the Aubodon Bird
Guide app to understand how their chosen bird flies, they will conceptualise how
to fold their paper planes, or make adjustments to already-learned methods, to
emulate the bird’s flight patterns itself.

o discussing and recording ideas
● to draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences, progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o in narratives, creating settings, characters, and plot
o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [headings and

sub-headings]
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause (when, so,

before, after, while, because)
● using prepositions expressing time and space in their written work

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● round any number to the nearest 10, 100, and 1000

Science
● recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers

to living things, especially human interference
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers



Then, we will fly these paper planes, testing their flight distance on their flight
patterns. We will record their distance on our on-going chart, making
comparison between our last week’s paper plane flight.

Finally, we will begin our posterboard presentation of bird and paper plane flight
patterns. We will begin this with this week’s chosen bird, writing on card paper
relevant information about the bird, its environment, and its flight pattern, and
how we emulated this flight pattern with our paper planes. Once the planes
themselves have been tested, they will be stuck to the posterboard as well. We
will repeat this in subsequent weeks.

Arithmetic:
A series of rounding problems focusing on rounding to the nearest 10, 100, and
1000

Writing Display:
Our Australia Fact Files will create beautiful displays that show our research and
learning, and exhibit to viewers a range of exciting information to do with the
country of Australia.

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

Friday 24th September
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
Paper Plane Diaries: Jack
This week, we will switch perspectives to include Jack, Dylan’s father. We will
impart his sense of grief for his late wife, but also write in a way that is subtly
encouraging of Dylan’s ambitions, as it is clear that Jack does care about his
son. They will also be challenged to write the scene in which Jack grounds
Dylan for stealing money from his wallet, so that Dylan could afford to go to
Sydney.

Messy Maths:
This week, we will focus on a range of fluency, reasoning, and word-problem
questions and skills to do with rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, and
100

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Gymnastics and yoga
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to be able to round numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 1000
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● to be able to use a range of strategies to tackle reasoning and problem-solving

questions

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives



jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination and rolls: Using balance beams, marked lines
on floor, students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to
walk forward and backward on or in a given area; they will be further
challenged to perform a straddle forward roll and a backward roll to
straddle correctly; they may choose to combine their gymnastics
practices into a short performance

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose; this week, they will be challenged to be
yoga teachers by incorporating these poses into their vocabulary and
running small, socially distanced sessions with everyone

We will ensure that if equipment is needed, it is not shared and is thoroughly
sanitised before and after any use.

● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Look at the Natural World
Monday 27th September - Wednesday 29th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
The natural world is crucial to Dylan’s understanding of paper planes. His
mentors point to birds to give him direction and to think outside of the box when
constructing his paper planes. As viewers, we begin to see some very
unconventional methods for constructing paper planes, as Maureen shows off
her circular paper plane and how gracefully it is able to coast through the air.
This week, we will examine more thoroughly how the natural world impacts our
paper planes and their flights.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How do subtle differences in wingspan and types of birds change flight patterns?
How can we more closely model our paper planes off of birds?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Homophones
This week, students will learn how words can sound the exact same, but be
spelt differently and mean entirely different things. Students will be challenged to
write sentences about Paper Planes, using, for instance, there, they’re, and their
or except versus accept.

Immersion experience:
This week, students will be required to bring in one item from their past; these
could include a stuffed bear, a toy, a photograph, et. cetera. In groups, students

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding



will take turns expressing to their peers how these items represent a piece of
their past, how they are flashbacks to who they were before this moment in Year
4. In their own terms, they might express how deeply nostalgic an item feels for
them and how it brings them back, it flashes them back, to a time during which
they felt very safe and comfortable, or how it helps represent to them a person
around whom they felt close and cared for. Then, as a class, we will be
challenged to discuss the overall meaning of these items, in more general terms
(how they make us feel, the place they bring us to), and how they represent the
idea of a flashback. Then, we will review the scene in which Dylan is with his
mum and dad and he appears to be folding his very first paper airplane. In
groups, students will be tasked with acting out this scene in front of their
classmates; after acting, they will express what the significance of the scene is
for Dylan and for the film and the idea of flashbacks overall.

Writing Experience:
Flashbacks
Throughout the film, Jack and Dylan Webber experience flashbacks. We will
review these scenes in the film to see how they impact the psychology of each
character, taking a deeper dive into Jack and Dylan, inquiring: what is a
flashback? Who are they? How does their past affect them? How does their past
affect their relationship with one another? Each of these questions will become
subheadings for our fictional writing on flashbacks.

Having had our own flashback immersion and having reviewed the film’s key
flashback scenes, students will write quick notes pertaining to the above
questions on sticky notes. They will then stick these notes -- their initial thoughts
to each question -- below each question on designated A3 card. Then, as a
class students will discuss their and each others’ answers. They will take
pictures of these A3 card sticky note boards on their iPads and use the notes
and class discussion to begin writing their flashback fictional piece.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
comprehension based on a section of the text with a focus on reading domain
2d – make inferences from the text, explain and justify evidence from the text.
Before tackling our reading domain focus this week, we will have a shared
reading session in the school garden!

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Add and subtract 10s, 100s, and 1000s
Having looked at rounding to the nearest T, H, and Th, we will now look at
different methods and representations to add and subtract 10s, 100s, and
1000s. While Dylan is a master at paper plane making, his teachers and
mentors are still responsible for making sure he is ready for the world, and Dylan
will need to know Maths to apply to his ambitions. Students will be in table
groups and given the challenge to learn ways/representations of adding and

o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o discussing and recording ideas
● to draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences, progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o in narratives, creating settings, characters, and plot
o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [headings and

sub-headings]
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● understanding and using homophones in our writing, knowing when and where to

properly use them

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● find 1000 more or less than a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations



subtracting 10s, 100s, and 1000s, and then they will have to teach their peers
from other tables. Tables will tackle these concepts:

1. Show a given number in digits, write the number in words, add 100,
subtract 100. Explain your methods for this.

2. Completing the number sentence of given numbers: If 6 + 9 = 15, then
600 + 900 = ? Explain the relationship between these equations?

3. Bar models: problems with bar models with missing numbers that are
either 10, 100, or 1000. Explain your strategy for this?

4. Part-whole models: taking given numbers and breaking them down by
1000s, 100s, and 10s. Explain how the
parts equal the whole and vice versa

Extension: using plates and place value
counters to represent part-whole models

STEAM:
Testing flight with fans
Students will choose a new bird to emulate its flight with a new design, much like
in previous weeks. Then, they will place their planes in front of fans to test the
stationary flying of their design. They will be challenged to determine how
tweaking the wings changes the flow of air over the paper plane. They will test
and record how each minor tweak changes how their paper plane reacts to the
wind. Ideally, they will optimise their bird-modelled paper plane and test its flight
across the school playground, to truly see how their tweaks affect their flight. We
will record their distance on our on-going chart, making a comparison between
our last week’s paper plane flight.

Students will then write on card paper relevant information about the bird, its
environment, its flight pattern, and how we emulated this flight pattern with our
paper planes and made adjustments to optimise it. They will add this information
to their on-going posterboards. We will begin to decorate our posterboards with
art based on the flight paths and patterns we have learnt so far.

Arithmetic:
Add and subtract 10s, 100s, and 1000s

● to add and subtract 10s, 100s, and 1000s from a given number

Science
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

Friday 1st October  Little Amal - Take Letters to Politicians
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week, our Paper Plane Diaries will be written from the perspective of
Maureen, one of Dylan’s idols and former Paper Plane World Champion. She
will write about inspiring the next generation, including and especially Dylan, on
paper planes and how the natural world is crucial to how paper planes need to
be modelled to be successful.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where

necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices

can change and enhance meaning



Messy Maths:
A range of fluency, reasoning, and word-problem questions dealing with adding
and subtracting 10s, 100s, and 1000s

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week we will be learning about dance. Students will move around three
stations which will give them opportunities to develop their movement and
expression.
Station 1: Students will practice the skill of improvisation, reacting to different
stimuli. Students will listen to music and sounds and respond through
improvised movement.
Station 2: Students will focus on methods of travel, considering different and
interesting ways that they can move to another spot on the floor within a dance
sequence.
Station 3: Creating a short sequence with a partner. In a socially distanced way,
students will practice working collaboratively with a partner to create a short,
synchronised movement pattern.

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to add and subtract 10s, 100s, and 1000s from a given number
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● to be able to use a range of strategies to tackle reasoning and problem-solving

questions

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: The Art of Flight
Monday 4th October- Wednesday 6th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
What Kimi teaches Dylan is the art of origami, which plays into his overall
conception of paper planes. He becomes enamoured with the unconventional
methods used to fold paper and the art of paper planes, while pursuing his goals
of becoming the world champion. He is also encouraged by his mentors to
explore all things that fly: rockets, planes, insects, et. cetera. This week, we will
explore the art of all things that fly!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What things can fly? What makes them fly? How have humans created flight?
What can we learn from comparing how things fly?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

This week, students will learn about expanded noun phrases. They will learn
how more than one adjective can precede a noun to explain it in richer detail.

Immersion experience:
This week’s immersion experience will be all about the editing process. We will
set up an editing festival! It will include different stations to promote their writing.
Each station will be run by students who will be in charge of promoting best

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:



practice for these aspects of writing, which will each be a flashback to different
learning, such as a flashback to the learnt GPS, to the use and understanding of
coherent writing, and a flashback to proper spelling spelling and our top-tier
vocabulary! Once students have completed the editing festival and published
their redrafted work, they will be challenged to record a portion of their flashback
piece on their iPads using Adobe Voice. Then, we will celebrate their flashback
Adobe Voice work using Apple AirPlay, screening each in front of the class!

Writing Experience:
Students will carousel through the editing festival with stations to focus on
success criteria to write proper flashback pieces. These stations will include
flashbacks to:

1. Grammar check: successfully using conjunctions, prepositions,
homophones, and expanded noun phrases, as well as capital letters
where needed and consistent use of verb inflections

2. Punctuation check: successfully using full stops, question marks,
commas, and other relevant punctuation, where needed

3. Coherence: checking for overall coherence among and across
sentences; do sentences and paragraphs flow coherently?; are
headings and subheadings used correctly?

4. Spelling and vocabulary: successfully checking for proper spelling;
ensuring top tier language is used when applicable

Once students have successfully completed their editing, and it has been
teacher-assessed as well, students will commit to publishing their redrafted
flashback pieces, ensuring all corrections have been applied. Finally, students
will be challenged to record a portion of their flashback piece on their iPads,
using Adobe Voice!

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
In order to prepare for next week’s Data Capture 1 reading comprehension test,
we are going to look at the reading domains learned thus far using an unseen
text

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week, we will examine Roman numerals. We will learn that they were
invented over two thousand years ago, but are still used today. We will mark the
conspicuous absence of the number 0, reflecting on its uses now and also how
the Romans had no use for it then. We will see how different combinations of
symbols, when put together, equal different numbers, similar to how the
sequence of digits combines to create different place values -- though we will
recognise that Roman numerals repeat symbols more often. Considering that
Roman numerals came from Ancient Rome, a place very different from today,
we will consider how numbers might be represented in Dylan’s life, as in how he
might tell time in his classroom or wristwatch. After examining Roman numerals
and practicing forming numbers up to 100, we will create our own numerical

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o discussing and recording ideas
● to draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences, progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o in narratives, creating settings, characters, and plot
o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [headings and

sub-headings]
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● to be able to use more than one adjective to describe a noun in richer detail

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to count backwards through zero to include negative numbers



system with our own inventive symbols to represent a new numerical world the
art of numbers! For this, students will be required to think outside the box to
illustrate wholly separate visions of numbers than what they are used to.

We will also examine negative numbers. We will think about how negative
numbers directly contrast positive numbers, as if to think about how they are in a
world of their own. To best examine this, we will look at negative numbers, how
they work backwards from zero in a world of their own, and how they are,
specifically, the absence of a certain amount. We will look at how Dylan owes
his father money (from stealing it) and how this represents a negative number.
We will create number lines to best show this. Then, using those number lines,
we will work through a series of word problems to see how negative numbers
work: for example, “Dylan is on the ground floor of the hotel he is staying in. He
goes 2 floors up, then 4 floors down. At what floor (number) would he arrive?”

STEAM:
All things that can fly! This week, we will look at a range of apps, including
Spaceflight Simulator and X-Plane Flight Simulator, and have a VR flying
experience! We will look at insects that can fly as well. We will also set up
Google Expeditions for flying to immerse ourselves in the art of flight!

Having immersed ourselves deeply in the world of all things that can fly, we will
categorise and classify the things we discovered into two fundamental groups:
nature and human-made. We will then choose another bird, or insect, that we
have learnt about this week that can fly and emulate its flight and flight patterns
-- its art of flight!

We will record their distance on our on-going chart, making comparisons
between our last week’s paper plane flight. Students will then write on card
paper relevant information about the bird, its environment, its flight pattern, and
how we emulated this flight pattern with our paper planes and made adjustments
to optimise it. They will add this information to their on-going posterboards. We
will also begin to think about how we can create the ultimate paper plane based
on all of our designs and observations. We will also be sure to continue
decorating our posterboards with art based on the flight paths and patterns we
have learnt so far.

Arithmetic:
A range of questions on negative numbers

● to read Roman numbers to 100 and to know that, over time, the numeral system
changed to include the concept of zero and place value

● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,
tens, and ones)

● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

Science
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

Friday 8th October
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where

necessary

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/x-plane-flight-simulator/id566661426#?platform=ipad


This week, we will write from Kimi’s perspective, writing all about how she
influences Dylan and what her perception of him is. Students will write about
how the two met and how they were both competitors but also friends.

Messy Maths:
Negative numbers and Roman numerals
We will use negative numbers in word problems to consider how negative
numbers get used in the world every day. Similarly, we will use Roman numerals
in practical and problem-solving questions to challenge students’ understanding,
conceptualisation, and application of Roman numerals.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
We will continue our work on dance and develop some of the skills practiced last
week. Students will work in 3 stations, practicing 3 different skills.
Station 1: Experimenting with different speeds. Students will work in small
groups, responding to the tempo of music by changing the speed of their
movements.
Station 2: Students will work on their balance and think about how a range of
static poses can be included into a wider balance sequence. In small, socially
distanced groups, students will create a short dance incorporating balance
moves.
Station 3: Varying levels and experimenting with different dynamics within a
dance sequence. In small, socially distanced groups, students will think about
the different levels within a dance and experiment with varying the movements
each member of the group does. For example, two members of the group may
begin on the floor whilst two others are standing.

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices
can change and enhance meaning

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
● to read Roman numbers to 100 and to know that, over time, the numeral system

changed to include the concept of zero and place value
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations
● to be able to use a range of strategies to tackle reasoning and problem-solving

questions

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook:  Going to Tokyo          DC1
Monday 11th October- Wednesday 13th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
The World Paper Plane Championships are upon us! Dylan has travelled all the
way to Tokyo to compete on the world stage. He has gone from being top in his
class, in rural Australia, in paper plane distance flying, to the nationals, and now
all the way to Tokyo. He has a formidable foe, Jason Jones, against whom he
has competed before, but is determined to beat. And his friend, Kimi, is also
present as his competitor. How will Dylan navigate this tricky situation where
everyone back home is counting on him to win for Australia?!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Where is Tokyo on a world map? In which country is Tokyo found? How far is it
to Tokyo from Australia? How far from London?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices



Immersion experience:
This week, students will have one big Japanese
immersion day! Students will make their own sushi
with key Japanese ingredients such as seaweed,
sushi rice, sesame seeds, and cucumber, carrot,
avocado, and other vegetables, along with wasabi
and sriracha mayo. We will make our own poke
bowls with similar ingredients! We will also make a
range of origami, including origami bento bowls, and
these will be for sale as well.

With our items, we will then set up a Japanese sushi sale! Using fake money,
students will purchase each other’s sushi and each seller will be trying to raise
enough money to make it to Tokyo; they will have to be sure to sell their sushi
and other items for prices high enough to make enough money for that plane
ticket! Will they be able to make it to Tokyo?!

Writing Experience:
This week, we will be researching the cost of going to Tokyo, but this time from
London. With research, students will write an introduction to why Tokyo is so
amazing and anticipating the marvelous event of the World Championships.
Then, they will be tasked with writing a guide to travelling to Tokyo, including the
monetary costs:

1) Flight costs, return trip (extension: how much for two people?)
2) Hotel costs for one week (extension: how much for two weeks?)
3) Food costs (how much is sushi? what about a poke bowl or bento box?

how much do these really cost?)
4) Seeing the sights (picking at least two tourist destinations, such as

Tokyo Imperial Palace where Dylan visits, explaining them, detailing
their associated costs)

As an extension, students may choose to calculate the total cost of going to
Tokyo including all things researched.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
This week, we will review the reading domains we have covered so far, and the
unseen text from last week, to further prepare ourselves for our DC1 reading
comprehension test.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
To prepare for our DC1 test, we will carousel our learnt concepts so far. We will
have a table devoted to ThHTO place value and various representations and
models to express this. We will have a table devoted to adding and subtracting
10s, 100s, and 1000s, looking at various strategies to solve and show this
(number sentences, bar models, partitioning). On another table, we will look at

● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of
writing

● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o discussing and recording ideas
● to draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences, progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o in narratives, creating settings, characters, and plot
o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [headings and

sub-headings]
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]



Roman numerals and negative numbers, thinking about how numbers
themselves can be written differently and can be transcended to include the
absence of value. Having reviewed our concepts and consolidating our
strategies, we will look at our first Data Capture test of the year.

We will also use our place value skills in our bake sale to get to Tokyo.

STEAM:
Having spent the last several weeks comparing the flight of different birds, as
emulated through the construction of paper planes, we will challenge students to
create what they believe to be their strongest paper plane design yet. They will
write about which bird it is modelled off, why they believe it to be the strongest
paper plane model, and how far they predict it will go. Will they qualify to make it
to Tokyo with a 25 meter flight distance?

Arithmetic:
Reviewing place value concepts learnt thus far: identifying ThHTO; comparing
and ordering; 1000 more and less than; adding and subtracting 1000s, 100s,
and 10s; Roman numerals; and negative numbers

● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● to be able to recall a range of GPS devices learnt this half-term

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to be able to find 1000s more or less than a given number
● to be able to order and compare numbers beyond 1000
● to be able to add and subtract from a whole number up to Th
● to count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
● to read Roman numbers to 100 and to know that, over time, the numeral system

changed to include the concept of zero and place value
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

Science
● explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living

things in their local and wider environment
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

Friday 15th October
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week, we will return to Dylan’s perspective to write about the excitement
and nervousness of going to Tokyo. Students will have to include Jason Jones
and Kimi as characters in their writing this week, as these characters play a
huge role in Dylan’s Tokyo ambitions.

Messy Maths:
This week, we will review our DC1 arithmetic test in order to self-assess where
we are at in the Year 4 curriculum and to weed out any common misconceptions

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where

necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices

can change and enhance meaning

Maths



PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will be put into small groups where they will work collaboratively to
create their own dances. These dances should include a variation of levels and
speeds, some synchronized movements, and include movements with precision
and control which respond appropriately to the music. This week will also give
students an opportunity to work collaboratively within a group and consider the
strengths of each member when planning their dance.

● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to be able to find 1000s more or less than a given number
● to be able to order and compare numbers beyond 1000
● to be able to add and subtract from a whole number up to Th
● to count backwards through zero to include negative numbers
● to read Roman numbers to 100 and to know that, over time, the numeral system

changed to include the concept of zero and place value
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best

WEEK 8 THEME/ Hook:  The World Paper Plane Championships
Monday 18th October- Wednesday 20th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week brings us to The World Paper Plane Championships in Tokyo! Dylan
has raised enough money to fly to Tokyo. He is staying in a hotel where Kimi
and Jason Jones are also staying and is prepping himself for the big day. How
will his paper plane skills fare on the world stage?

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What does it take to be a champion? Who has represented England or Australia
on the national stage in important competitions in the past? What sort of
pressures would one feel when competing on such a grand scale? How can
your competitor also be your friend? What is important to remember in this
situation?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

This week, we will synthesise all of our GPS learning, by reviewing each device
and attempting to include them in our writing on the history of aviation.

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience



Immersion experience:
This week, we will have our very own World Championships! We will set up our
paper plane throwing competition in the school playground, ready to launch all of
our top three favourite paper plane designs (as modelled by our STEAM
project). We will see whose plane goes the farthest of them all and record it,
while also recording our personal bests.

Writing Experience:
History of Aviation
This week, students will use a range of research links
to write about the history of aviation. They will review
what goes into a chronological report and then begin
their own, including key details about the Wright
Brothers, Amelia Earhart, and the first commercial
flights. Students may choose to write these in partners,
but will be tasked with presenting their own writing in
their own writing workshop notebooks.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
This week, we will focus on reviewing our reading comprehension tests from
DC1 with a particular focus on differentiating questions from inference questions
to retrieval ones.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, and 1000
Looking forward to multiplication in the subsequent half-terms, students will
review their counting skills to see how numbers can multiply to include larger
digits and incorporate greater place values. We will look at number lines and
various representations of these multiples. Then, we will get into groups where
students will be assigned different “championships of counting” in multiples:
champions of 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s, and 1000s. Each respective group will have to
illustrate their own number lines to visualise counting in their given number.

STEAM:
This week, we will reflect on our overall STEAM project as well as on our World
Championships immersive experience. We will take all data, including and
especially that of the World Championships, and reflect on it with some, but not
necessarily all of the below key questions:

1. How did we classify living things and which part of the animal kingdom
did we focus on the most?

a. why did we focus on birds the most?
b. what can birds tell us?

2. Whose plane went the farthest and why?
a. what bird was it modelled off of?

● understand what they read by:
o checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding

and exploring the meaning of words in context
o asking questions to improve their understanding
o drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
o predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
o summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,
considering the impact on the reader

● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read

for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views
courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

Writing - composition and vocabulary, grammar, and punctuation
● to plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

o discussing and recording ideas
● to draft and write by:

o composing and rehearsing sentences, progressively building a varied and rich
vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

o organising paragraphs around a theme
o in narratives, creating settings, characters, and plot
o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [headings and

sub-headings]
● Know how and when to use full stops and capital letters and how verb inflection are

used properly
● read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tome and volume so that meaning is clear
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● In non-narrative material using simple organisational devices [for example, headings

and subheadings]
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● to be able to recall a range of GPS devices learnt this half-term
● to be able to write a chronological report based on a researched topic

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O

https://kids.kiddle.co/Aviation


3. How far did your best plane go?
a. why do you think it made it this far?
b. what bird was it modelled off of?

4. How far did your worst plane go?
a. why do you think it made it this far?
b. what bird was it modelled off of?

5. How did you think scientifically?
6. What conclusions can be drawn from our STEAM project?
7. Can you represent the data of your planes on a line graph?

a. Can you represent the data of the planes from the World
Championship on a line graph?

8. What other questions are still remaining?

Arithmetic:
Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, and 1000

● to be able to count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, and 1000
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

Science
● to be able to reflect on and synthesise data collected from the half-term’s STEAM

project
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and

processes
● using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer

them
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys,
bar charts, and tables

Friday 22nd October - Good Dance for Good Chance All Day
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week, students will write from Dylan’s perspective to recount the ambitions
and glory he feels when winning the World Championships. Students will be
challenged to include Jason Jones, Kimi, and especially Jack, as Jack shows up
to the competition last-minute to show his support. They will roundup the film
narrative with these events and with Dylan’s fans at home rejoicing in his
unlikely triumph.

Messy Maths:
This week, we will attempt a range of fluency and reasoning questions with
counting in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, and 1000

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
We will have a dance off in the hall! Students will have an opportunity to practice
and refine their dances in the same groups from last week. We will then perform
the dances to the rest of year 3 and 4. Students will peer-assess one another,
looking out for techniques learned in previous weeks and commenting on how
the group incorporated them into their dance sequence.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where

necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and

settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices

can change and enhance meaning

Maths
● identify the value of Th, H, T, O
● to be able to count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, and 1000
● recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds,

tens, and ones)
● identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities



● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● perform dance moves using a range of movement patterns
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal best


