
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 1 - 2021 Y6 Class Teacher:  Ciara Finney

Class Film Text: Carve Her Name With Pride Class Book/ Text: Letters From the Lighthouse

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Welcome Back Film Immersion Day- Going Places!
Friday 3rd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
To welcome our students back to Greenside, we will spend the day working
through a range of immersion activities based around the theme of Going
Places!

Learning experiences:

To welcome our students back to Greenside!
To introduce our Year of Going Places – Journeys - Live your Best Life!
To spark our curiosity about films that explore journeys and return to our
filmmaking skills
To recall Little Amal’s summer journey and introduce our new friends Italy –
sending a 1st correspondence
To begin to explore the journey each class may go on this year with their
learning, achievements and dreams!

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and

motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence



● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Women of Britain say go!
Monday 6th September - Wednesday 8th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about
Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.
Before watching Carve Her Name With Pride, we will harvest the knowledge we
already have on the war and think about any questions students might have.

Welcome to the 1940s Year 6. This half term we will be immersing ourselves in
what life might have been like during World War II (WWII). We will ‘dig for
victory’ out in the Greenside Garden and will explore different roles during the
war effort, and how this has changed over time, particularly regarding gender.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What was life like during World War II (WWII)? Was it the same for everyone?
How did age and gender play a role in the way war was experienced? Why was
Violette Szabo selected for her role in the war effort? How did the war aid

Skills:

● Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
understand what they read by:

● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and
exploring the meaning of words in context

● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives

from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key

details that support the main ideas



predisposed beliefs about gender? What was the women’s land army? Why was
it so rare to find women in any position of power?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience:
Over the holidays, a WWII medal was discovered in the Learning Garden. Upon
introducing this to the students, we will identify Greenside’s historical context
from the war. The school itself was bombed in the war, and our school was built
when they needed more schools due to the damage caused. We can use the
website ‘bombsight’ to locate exactly when and where the bomb hit, and can talk
through the shape of the learning garden.
What is a war hero? Why was Violette Szabo considered a hero?
Carve Her Name With Pride was set in 1940, following the declaration of war in
1939. Students will gather around the ‘radio’ to listen to this declaration.

The declaration of war – listen to Churchill’s speech ‘gathered around the radio’.
How would this have felt? Get into the role of different members of the family.
How would you feel if you were a child and this happened? How would you feel
if you were a woman and you knew your husband and potentially your father
had to leave to go to war? Together, we will discuss different situations in the
war and write notes about potential thoughts that might be going through your
head if you were a future soldier, a child or a mother. These fears would be
different as the realities going forward would also be different.

Later on in the week, students will experience what it might have felt like to be a
boy during the war, and to be a girl during the war. We will split the class
according to gender, with the boys out engaging in army drills, and the girls
darning socks and cooking. We will then switch over, before discussing why
those differences existed in such a big way and how it felt to have such different
expectations based purely upon gender.

Writing Experience:
After listening to the declaration, students will have time to write in their diaries,
imagining that they themselves had just listened to this declaration and they’re
considering the impact that this will have on their lives. They will then choose
their favourite sentences to add to thought bubbles for our display.

GPS:
Our GPS this week will be consolidating basic sentence structures with a focus
on grammatical vocabulary. We will also look at questions as we begin to
explore new concepts.

Reading Tree:

● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
● discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language,

considering the impact on the reader
● distinguish between statements of fact and opinion
● retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction
● participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can

read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging
views courteously

● explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through
formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using
notes where necessary provide reasoned justifications for their views

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate
form and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where
necessary

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices
can change and enhance meaning

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance the action

● précising longer passages
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to

guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects

and clarify meaning
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural,

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register

● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the

value of each digit
● solve number and practical problems that involve the above.



As they approach the end of KS2, Year 6 will be answering different types of
questions every week as it’s important that they consolidate these skills (as seen
in the skills column) alongside each other.
Year 6 will be working out what their new text is based on clues about
characters and themes. Students will ask questions and look at pictures and
other non-fiction clues as to what our text is about and when it was set. As the
week progresses, Year 6 will be introduced to the class text: Letters From the
Lighthouse.
Reading Domain: 2b Retrieve and record information / identify key details from
fiction and non-fiction.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:

Maths: We will introduce our mathematics learning for the half-term - all about
place value and the four-operations. Students will explore numbers to 10 million
and they will be introduced in the context of war data.  They will read, write,
order and compare numbers up to 10 million. We will discuss the number
system we use to ensure students have a secure understanding of a number’s
place value. We will look at different representations of numbers to explore the
value of each digit and use manipulatives, like place value counters, to support
this.

STEAM:

Part of the land army war effort was to grow and harvest food. This year, year 6
will be participating in a ‘dig for victory’ project and working towards a new
project for 2021 ‘no dig for victory’ to reflect the regenerative farming model to
work towards positive environmental changes. To launch this initiative, Year 6
will be creating campaign posters surrounding their ongoing STEAM project.
They will be responsible for ensuring the crops are of high quality, and that there
is little to no waste. In WWII, excess crops would be preserved. Year 6 will be
preserving some of their harvest to be branded and sold amongst the school
community.
We will also be responsible for launching the whole school STEAM project. Here
we will look at how we can improve the quality and condition of the soil in our
growing garden in order to grow the most flavoursome and nutritionally rich
produce we can. To do this, we will be using regenerative agriculture practices
which combine modern scientific thinking with traditional farming methods from
pre industrialisation. We will begin by testing our soil and having it analysed so
we can see the levels of nitrogen, potassium, phosphorus etc along with its
ability to store carbon and water. This will be in addition to the ph recordings that
we will take on a regular basis across the year.Over the year we will plant
specific crops to boost nitrogen and carbon storage and monitor the impact what
we are doing is having on weed growth and management of pests. The results
of the tests that we carry out will be recorded and compared with other results
across the year. Y6 will incorporate this into our wider science learning on plants



and link it into our film through the national campaign to get Britain growing their
own to cope with rationing and food shortages during WW2.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Visual evaluation of the soil
What does regenerative agriculture mean? This week we will discover the five
principles of regenerative agriculture and begin to understand the biology of our
plants and our soil. We will learn how plants grow and the process of
photosynthesis. Additionally, we will study closely what goes on beneath the soil,
discovering the part played by mycorrhizal fungi in providing nutrients, protecting
from disease and carbon sequestration.
In this test we observe and record how aggregated the soil structure is
(aggregation is the crumb structure naturally occurs in healthy soil). We will dig
out a spade full of soil and record what we find on a scoring chart. The scoring
scale ranges from 1 – very good structure, to 5 – poor structure. Aggregation is
a product of biological action, normally the result of microbes gluing soil particles
together into larger clumps (called aggregates). True biological aggregates have
a rounded (crumb-like) appearance, like cottage cheese but on a smaller scale.
We will also record how the soil feels and smells as well as creating artistic
records of what we observe.

Arithmetic: Students will develop their knowledge of the number system and
counting. They will count in powers of 10, across multiples of 100, 1000, 10 000
and 100 000.

Class Display:



Friday 10th September
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: A letter from Violette to Etienne as he leaves for war.

Messy Maths: This week will be all about number and place value. Students will
solve problems to consolidate and deepen their understanding of place value.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week we will be undertaking our rotations of gymnastics with our
gymnastics coach. This will run alongside personal training stations and
dodgeball, where we will be able to build up our general fitness and focus on the
muscles of the body.

Skills:
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine the value of
each digit

● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: When in Doubt, Lights Out.
Monday 13th September - Wednesday 15th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we will be discussing the Blitz in London. Violette and her family lived
in London, and in one scene we see her father come into the living room, turning
on the lights. This leads to an Air Raid Warden calling from the streets to ‘turn
out those lights!’. We will learn about the Blitz and when London had blackout
and look at propaganda surrounding encouraging people to follow the rules for
the war effort.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How can we link people’s experiences during the war effort to the pandemic?
Are there similarities? How does the heart work and what makes it so important?
How does oxygen reach the different parts of our bodies?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience:
Working together to blackout the windows and prepare for an air raid, Year 6 will
experience sirens throughout their day, which they will need to respond to
quickly and quietly. Someone will be in charge of becoming the warden and
looking from the outside to make sure we are conforming to the blackout
expectations. Once sure, year 6 will learn to play games from the war time and
will pass the time reading and listening to the radio until the all clear siren can be
heard. Around the classroom, clues will also be placed suggesting things that
might be taught through the half term.

Skills:

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices
can change and enhance meaning

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance the action

● précising longer passages
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to

guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects

and clarify meaning
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural,

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register



Writing Experience:
This week, students will rewatch the scene from the film in which Violette has to
rush through the streets of Paris during a bombing. We will look at stills from the
scene and collect ambitious vocabulary to describe the setting through the
senses. What would Violette be able to smell, see and hear as she makes her
way to complete her spy mission?
Year 6 will become war spies, imagining that they had their own messages to
deliver in London during a Blitz bombing. What would their scene look like? Over
the next two weeks, students will be writing a World War II adventure story
making their way through the streets to deliver an important message - writing
within the historical context.
Students will begin to write their spy narratives.

GPS:
With a firm understanding of sentence structures, students will develop their use
of multi-clause sentences - including those with a subordinate clause for our
GPS focus.

Reading Tree:

This week in our Reading Tree session, we will make predictions based on the
chapters we have read so far. We will save these in a ‘Letter to the Lighthouse’
which we will keep at the back of the book and revisit once we have finished
reading the story. This will give us opportunities to cover areas of WWII we are
not exploring on our STAR days. Students will discuss what they think might
happen next and become the fate of the characters and think of reasons to
justify their thinking.
Reading Domain: 2e predict what might happen from details stated or implied.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:

Maths: Our Maths topic this week will be rounding, which we will explore
through our film. Violette has to travel a lot for her work as a spy, and meets
many soldiers along the way who have also had to travel great distances to fulfill
their own duties for the war effort. We will look at rounding their journeys to
varying degrees of accuracy to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. We will also look
at increasing our accuracy by rounding to nearest decimal numbers.

STEAM: During art this week we will be exploring the work of L.S Lowry and
looking at the way WWII bombings impacted his work. Students will focus on the
skills involved in drawing with charcoal and they create their own city scenes to
further inspire their writing.
Our science topic for this half term is animals and living things. When Violette
runs through the streets, she is not only having to be careful not to be caught,
but also dodge bombs. We will explore what happens to our body and our heart
rate when we are faced with the fight or flight response. Why? This week we will

● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy
● solve number and practical problems that involve the above.
● identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and describe

the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood
● be able to suggest ways of improving own work
● be able to comment on works of art
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms



explore the human body – specifically the circulatory system while also
describing the functions of the heart, blood vessels and blood.
After exploring how heart rates would change, students will create graphs to
demonstrate their findings. This will then contribute to our class Maths display.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Earthworm Count
Earthworms are an indicator of biological life in the soil, large and small. Easily
visible and easy to count, higher numbers can be an indicator of improved soil
health. We will dig out a small section of the ground and count/sort the number
of earthworms we find. This test will be in two parts: the hand sort and mustard
extraction method to compare which test is more effective.

Arithmetic: This week students will develop their knowledge of number bonds.
They will use known facts to calculate number bonds to 10,000, 100,000 and
decimals (1 DP). For example, I know that 4 + 6 is 10 so I know that 0.4 + 0.6 =
1.

Maths Display: For our Maths display, Year 6 will use a large map of the world
to plot journeys during this year of ‘going places’. They will track Violette’s
travels demonstrating their knowledge of rounding numbers. We will also display
our heart rate graphs.

Friday 17th September
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: This week, students will write another letter from the
perspective of Violette as she completes her training to become a spy. She will
be writing to her daughter.

Messy Maths: This week will be all about number. Students will solve problems
involving numbers up to 10 million. They will also reason and problem solve
when rounding numbers.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week we continue to build on our gymnastics, personal training and ball
skills. We will start to look at the game of Dodgeball and how we can start to use
tactics in this game in order to enhance our performance.

Skills:

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy
● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance



WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: Britain Shall Not Burn
Monday 20th September - Wednesday 22nd September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
As we reach the middle point of this term, our work on the Blitz and London’s
homefront rages on. Students will continue with their ongoing STEAM project as
they help Ms Webber to ‘grow our own’. They will create shoebox scenes of
London’s streets as they continue writing their spy narratives.  In science,
students will think about Violette’s training following on from their letters during
their Big Write last week, using this to recognise the impact of diet, exercise,
drugs and lifestyle on the way that bodies function.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Does what we eat affect our energy? How can we give our brains the best
chance of focus and concentration? How does descriptive vocabulary help a
reader to visualise a scene?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience: To aid our descriptive writing, this week we will make
London shoeboxes using our charcoal Lowry images to create the backdrop.
Using the senses, we will describe what can be seen and use ambitious
language to create a picture of what Violette may have seen on her travels.
Students will work together to think about the routes they might take on their spy
missions and where they might have to dodge and hide. How does the
landscape change as destruction continues.

Writing Experience: Students will continue to write their narratives about
London during the Blitz, finishing and then having time to go through and edit
their work before they publish it. This week they will publish onto paper and this
writing will be displayed as we update our writing wall.

GPS:
With a focus on the prior two weeks of grammar, students will use their editing
time to propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance
effects and clarify meaning.

Reading Tree:
This week, students will independently read a passage from our class text. This
will mean they have pre-read it before we discuss it as a class. They will come

Skills:

● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and
settings in what students have read, listened to or seen performed

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices
can change and enhance meaning

● in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance the action

● précising longer passages
● using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to

guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet points, underlining]
● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects

and clarify meaning
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
● ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural,

distinguishing between the language of speech and writing and choosing the
appropriate register

● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across 0
● solve number and practical problems that involve the above.
● recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle on the way their bodies

function
● be able to suggest ways of improving own work
● be able to comment on works of art
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms



up with any vocabulary they are unsure of, discuss in groups and as a class
before answering some questions about the meaning of words in context.
Reading Domain: 2a Give / explain the meaning of words in context.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:

Maths: This week in Maths we will be beginning to consolidate adding and
subtracting of numbers with more than four digits. Fluency will be developed and
efficient calculations will be made as students consider whether mental or
written strategies are most appropriate. To raise the level of challenge, students
will solve cryptarithms - mathematical puzzles where the digits in a sum have
been replaced by letters. Can you use your Szabo spy skills to work these out?
Additionally, we will look at a range of challenging word based problems this
week using questioning and Maths talk to break into the problems.

STEAM: During art this week, Year 6 will be completing their WWII Blitz
shoeboxes to show a London street during the time of the Blitz.
We will also begin work on diet and exercise. We will explore how soldiers would
have been expected to live, what they would have eaten and their rigorous
exercise routines, looking at a day in the life of a WWII soldier, or Violette during
her spy training.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Slake Test (Wet Aggregate Stability)
The slake test (wet aggregate stability) scores how well our soil structure holds
together in water and is vital in helping us understand the quality of our soil. This
ranges from 0 being unstable with no aggregates to 8 retaining more than 90%
of its structure when submerged and shaken in water.Healthy soil has good
organic matter content and is full of microorganisms that secrete glues which
create the aggregated crumb structure we want to see. When aggregates with a
good soil structure held together by organic matter and biological glues are
submerged in water they stay together, even when shaken about. When
aggregates with a poor soil structure held together by compaction are
submerged in water they fall apart, without even being shaken at all. We will
take a sample of our soil, dry it out overnight and then submerge it in water,
observing what we see and recording the results.

Arithmetic: Building on last week’s learning, students will continue to use
known facts. Now they will use them to double and halve numbers. For example,
I know that double 4 is 8 so I know that double 0.4 is 0.8.

Writing Display: with an editing focus, students' narratives will be displayed
along with tips for successful editing.

Friday 24th September
Learning Experiences Skills:



Friday Big Write: A letter from Violette to her parents from her first mission in
France.

Messy Maths: Students will face a range of addition, subtraction and multi-step
problems - these will increase in challenge as students deepen their
understanding of these crucial concepts.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week we continue to build on our gymnastics, personal training and ball
skills. We will start to look at the game of Dodgeball and how we can start to use
tactics in this game in order to enhance our performance.

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which
operations and methods to use and why

● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Tens of Thousands Safely Home Already
Monday 27th September - Wednesday 29th September
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
During our film, Violette’s father asks Etienne about his experiences on the
beaches of Dunkirk. Our hook this week is all about the evacuation of the
beaches. We will be writing non-chronological reports using Adobe Spark to
eventually present and publish.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Why was code important during the war? What skills do we need to crack a
code? How does team spirit aid us in overcoming challenges? How can you
support someone to overcome a challenge.

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience:
Violette was a spy and had to be extremely strong when being questioned by
the Germans. The codes were destroyed, but war spies had their own poems
In the following weeks, students will be exploring a poem all about the senses as
they write their own war poetry. Today, they will become secret agents in charge
of unlocking details of the Battle of Dunkirk. They will decode where and when it
happened using their spy skills. Using invisible pens and ultraviolet lights, Year 6
will also discover Miss Finney’s secret code, which will lead them to the title of
their topic for the following two weeks- The Battle of Dunkirk!

Skills:

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and
writing

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and

debates



Writing Experience:
For our non-fiction writing this half term, Year 6 will be writing non-chronological
reports about the Battle of Dunkirk. These reports are designed to engage and
inform the reader all about the events of that period of the war. After gaining an
understanding of what happened in Dunkirk and information gained during our
immersion experience, we will work together to write headings outlining the key
events including the Maginot Line, Blitzkrieg and the Halt Order. We will recap
how to write information texts, revise the type of language needed and how to
lay out a non-fiction report. These reports will be filled with historical detail and
be a great record of this event.

GPS:
The GPS focus this week will be on relative clauses and how they can be used
to add additional information into a sentence.

Reading Tree:

This week we will discuss the difference between inference and retrieval and
answer a range of comprehension questions to recap and consolidate our skills.
Reading Domain:  2d: make inferences from the text / explain and justify
inferences with evidence from the text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:

Maths: Linking to our prior learning about the heart, this week our Maths focus
is on multiplication. What happens to red blood cell counts when we exercise?
As well as being able to multiply 4-digit by 2-digit numbers, students will learn
how to multiply decimal numbers. They will work through different questions
which will develop their ability to reason mathematically and solve problems
using multiplication.

STEAM:
Soldiers in WWII had to be in very good physical health. This meant they would
work hard to become physically fit, as well as abstaining from substances and
foods that would be detrimental for their health, just like Violette would have
done when she was training. Which other jobs require you to be in peak physical
health? What impact does this have on our mental health?
In science this week we will be creating models to represent how nutrients and
water travel through the human body, and the body of some animals. Using
skittles, gummy worms and raisins, Year 6 will explore the learning objective in a
visual and immersive way. We will use our scientific skills to record the results of
our three experiments, taking photographs to document the changes. We will
write up our results during STEAM next week.

● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide
the reader

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical
tasks accurately

● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers
● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written

method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders,
fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of
short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context

● describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals,
including humans



Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Infiltration Rate
This week we will develop our understanding of how our soil manages water by
testing the infiltration rate. Knowing how easily water infiltrates into our soil helps
us understand how well it is soaking up rain. We want water to be stored in the
soil profile and not to run off into water courses. If our infiltration rate is quick, it
indicates our top soil structure is good. The top soil has stable aggregates,
around which water can percolate downwards into the soil profile.If our
infiltration rate is slow, it indicates our top soil structure is poor. The top soil has
unstable aggregates and is compact, so it blocks water from percolating
downwards. Instead water runs off taking soil and nutrients with it - not what we
want. This test will simulate rain falling on the ground and we will record our
visual observations and measurements.

Arithmetic: Addition and subtraction calculations will make up the arithmetic
focus for the week. Questions will include those that require different strategies
being applied. Students will need to use their understanding of number to decide
on the most appropriate calculation.

Friday 1st October  Little Amal - Take Letters to Politicians
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: Year 6 will use the skills they have gained throughout their
Friday Big Writes to write a letter to politicians.

Messy Maths: This week, it’s multiplication focused Messy Maths. Rapid recall
of times tables will introduce the learning. Students will then move onto more
complex problems related to the concept. How does knowing your times tables
fluently help in other areas of Maths?

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Skills based sessions working on throwing and catching. We will continue with
dodgeball, considering the tactics involved and our positioning on the pitch.

Skills based sessions working on throwing and catching. This week will be our
final dodgeball match where we will assess our performances and how much we
have improved. What other sports can we apply the skills of throwing and
catching to?

Skills:
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the
formal written method of long multiplication

● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: 335,000 Saved
Monday 4th October- Wednesday 6th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
A lot of our hooks this half term have been all to do with propaganda and the
role it played during the war. This week we will be linking this to Esafety and

Skills:



exploring the way that phrasing can impact the way something is read and
received by a reader.
Weeks 5 and 6 weekly hooks are taken directly from newspaper articles in
Britain during the time of the Dunkirk evacuation. The positive approach taken
by the British media was needed at the time when really this incident could have
lost us the war.
We will look at the role of propaganda in regards to the pandemic. Were there
times when we had to be resilient and come together? How can positivity in the
media help that? Is it okay to deliver messages in a positive way providing we
are being honest with the content?
Year 6 will be taking on another important role in their journey through WWII-
journalism. They will receive all the information they need to create war related
news stories in groups. Some groups will be given the task of delivering the
news as though it was positive news, and some as though it was a negative
story. We will listen to the finished results to evaluate which tools have been
used to create these effects.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Can you believe everything you read online? What is meant by Blitz Spirit? Why
is a positive mindset so important in the face of challenges?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience:
As WWII journalists, Year 6 now need to respond to feedback in their reports,
just as real journalists would. Acting in a timely manner, ready to publish their
work in newspapers, students will respond to their feedback and make changes
to edit and improve their writing. They will then work with partners and become
editors, ready to suggest improvements and listen to feedback.

Writing Experience: Having written their reports in the previous week, Year 6
will use their spy/ detective skills to find their own mistakes before they publish
their work using Adobe Spark. They will finish writing it, considering the impact
on the reader.

Reading Tree:
During their immersion experience this week, students looked at summaries of
news stories in order to add to this using language to create a positive or a
negative spin on a story. This week in their Reading Tree session students will
be focusing on an unknown text, taking multiple paragraphs and deciphering
and recording the key points.
Reading Domain: 2c Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and
writing

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and

debates
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide

the reader
● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical

tasks accurately
● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers
● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written

method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders,
fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of
short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context

● describe the ways in which nutrients and water are transported within animals,
including humans



Maths in the Movies / STEAM:

Maths:
Thinking about the way equipment for war was made by the Land Army and
then divided between troops, students will develop their understanding of
division. What methods do you already know? First, students will consolidate
their understanding of the short division method - they will progress to dividing
decimals. Once they are secure with this concept, they will be ready to move
onto one of our favourite parts of the Year 6 Maths curriculum: long division.
Students will break this challenging method into manageable steps, growing in
confidence to divide increasingly large numbers.

STEAM:

Students have been working hard in the garden to create the very best crops.
This week, we will be planning which of these they can preserve to be served
later, therefore reducing waste and ensuring that we have enough to last us
through the shortages faced during the war. We will think through how to brand
this so that any excess can be sold to the wider school community.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Sward density, bare soil and desirable vs
undesirable cover

This week we will look at how much space is there between the plant species of
our cover grasses in the garden.. How tight is the sward - the upper level of
topsoil covered with grasses? Is it tight, with little space between plants? Are
there gaps between plants, at ground level? Or are there large patches where
plants are absent? We will create a quadrat to enable us to observe one area
then we will score it on a chart and create the percentage calculation for: sward
density, bare soil, desirable and undesirable plant coverage. We will also record
images of this area over time both artistically and digitally.

Arithmetic: Multiplication fluency will be developed this week. Students will use
their knowledge of times tables to solve related calculations. Just as they have
in previous weeks, they will need to decide if a formal written method is always
the most efficient? Could you partition this instead?

Friday 8th October
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: We will rewatch the part of our class film in which Violette is
being gained on by the German troops. What would have been going through
her head at this moment, hiding behind the tree waiting for them to reach her?
What might she want to say to her family? Imagining that she could pause time
and speak to her daughter, Tania? Year 6 will write letters to Tania from Violette.

Skills:
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed



Messy Maths: Students will focus on further deepening their conceptual
understanding of division. They will apply this knowledge to different types of
problem solving questions.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
As well as gymnastics, this week we will turn our attention to athletics skills
leading to an external and internal tournament. Skill of the week: running

- sprinting
- team relay
- obstacle relay
- over/under relay

● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can
change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written
method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders,
fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of
short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context

● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance

WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook:   Keep Calm and Carry On DC1
Monday 11th October- Wednesday 13th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
During our first DC week, Year 6 will have their chance to show off everything
they have already learnt, and will also be preparing for Victory in England! This
week, we will be exploring the hook ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ and what this
might mean for us this year. We will talk through what it means to have a
positive growth mindset, and ways in which we can help support each other in
reaching our own ‘personal best’. This is not about what anyone else is doing
but about achieving your own best in all different elements of the curriculum and
in life.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What makes you who you are? What are your special skills and talents? What is
meant by personal best?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience: This week, to immerse ourselves in our first Year 6 DC
week, students will take part in a Maths revision carousel to go over key
concepts covered in our number and place value lessons this half term.

Writing Experience:

Skills:

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and
writing

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and

debates
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide

the reader



Reading Tree: This week the focus will be on the strategies to use when
approaching the KS2 reading test. How have your retrieval skills developed this
half term? Using a range of  past SATs papers, we will discuss key question
types and the most successful ways to answer these. Managing time is a key
part of success in this assessment and we will break the paper down into
manageable sections for students.
Reading Domain: a chance to recap their learning for the half term.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
As Violette was training and learning the ropes to become a spy, breaking
gender expectations, do you think she got it all right away? No! We will use
Violette as our inspiration for perseverance.
The key focus this week will be developing test ready skills as students take on
the arithmetic and reasoning Maths DC papers. How do you need to develop
your test ready approach to Maths papers? We will look at the Maths learning
from the half term before beginning the assessments.

STEAM:
Next week will be victory in Year 6 as we celebrate our achievements so far this
year and learn about how the war ended. The streets of England would have
been filled with music so to ensure our classroom is too, we will learn classic
WWII songs. This week will also see us preparing for our VE Day celebrations
next week. We will be continuing with our ‘waste not, want not’ plans, creating
jam to enjoy in our party next week.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Legume nodules
Our legumes are what we hope will really help us to boost the nitrogen content
of our soil. All legume plants can fix nitrogen in the right conditions. Nodules are
the swollen rounded lumps that are formed on the roots of the legumes.
However unless they are forming nodules, they are unlikely to be fixing much
nitrogen. Here we will dig out a section of our legumes and observe what we
see, rating them on a scale and recording this data. We will also record images
of this area over time both artistically and digitally.

Arithmetic: Students will use their knowledge from KS2 as well as what they
have learnt so far in Year 6 to take on an arithmetic SATs assessment.

● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical
tasks accurately

● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers
● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written

method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders,
fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of
short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context

● be able to suggest ways of improving own work
● be able to comment on works of art
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms

Friday 15th October
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: A letter to Violette from her family. If they could reach her,
what would they say?

Skills:
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning



Messy Maths: This session will be dedicated to reflecting on the DC1 arithmetic
paper. Students will analyse their paper and decide which questions answered
incorrectly are errors and which are misconceptions.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week our athletics focus will be on jumping:

- standing long jump
- standing triple jump
- vertical jump
- speed bounce

We will add this to our skill of running and see if we can improve on the previous
week.

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing
● proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and

clarify meaning
● ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement

so that meaning is clear

WEEK 8 THEME/ Hook: Victory in England
Monday 18th October- Wednesday 20th October
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Victory in Year 6! We have tackled challenges throughout this half term-
completing our first DC week and settling in to our student leadership roles. This
week is all about celebration as we plan our own celebrations to commemorate
a job well done.
World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How does it feel to achieve something great? How might it have felt for war to
have ended? So many were lost during the war, was the end bittersweet for
some?

English:
Each week the writing tasks will be set up with an immersion experience and a
GPS task.

Immersion experience:
Year 6 will have worked so hard this half term to take on new challenges and
develop their growth mindsets. To commemorate this, we will throw our own
Victory in Year 6 party, inspired by the VE Day celebrations that would have
taken place in 1946.

Writing Experience:
As mentioned above, spies had to keep a special poem that only themselves
and very few trusted others would know. For Violette, this was a love poem for
her dear Etienne. We will be looking  at the poem ‘The Magic of the Brain’ by
Jenny Joseph. We will look at how the senses are used in this poem to create
an immersive experience for the reader and will use what we have learnt to link

Skills:

● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
and using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and
writing

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations and

debates
● using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide

the reader
● select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical

tasks accurately



this to war. Students will imagine that they are looking back over their war
experiences after the war has ended.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2d make inferences from the text and justify inferences with
evidence from the text

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
After reflecting on the DC Maths assessments, students will continue with their
Maths learning. They will continue to deepen understanding of the long division
method; then move onto working with common factors & common multiples and
prime numbers up to 100. Students will make connections between these
different types of numbers and identify patterns. Reasoning skills will also be
developed as they continue to articulate and justify their answers.

STEAM:

We will look at traditional British values and traditional street party decor to
create our own decorations for the VE Day celebrations. Students will also be in
charge of catering for this event, using their Maths skills to work out how much
of each ingredient they need.

Dig/No Dig For Victory Project: Biodiversity Recording
By regularly monitoring biodiversity in our garden, we will begin to notice
patterns of diversity, and can learn how our growing practices create an
environment that attracts birds and insects. Taking the time to stop and notice
the wildlife can become a beneficial part of our growing routine. This will really
help us to grow more in tune with nature – a key part of growing more
regeneratively.We will carry out this test in three parts over five minute intervals
in our growing area:

1. observe above ground all the birds, mammals, butterflies and moths
2. observe low down to the ground, focusing on invertebrates by observing

life among the crops. We will pull plants to the side and look at the soil
level. For this test we will bring some white card / tupperware /
magnifying glass for catching and observing insects.

3. observe above ground all the birds, mammals, butterflies and moths we
find on the perimeter of the school.

It is important that when we carry out this test regularly that we repeat the same
pattern of observation to make the test fair. We will also record images of this
area over time both artistically and digitally.
We will also reflect upon what we have learnt and prepare to hand the project
over to the next class.

● identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers
● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written

method of long division, and interpret remainders as whole number remainders,
fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate for the context

● divide numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number using the formal written method of
short division where appropriate, interpreting remainders according to the context

● be able to suggest ways of improving own work
● be able to comment on works of art
● be able to choose materials and techniques which are appropriate for their task
● be able to talk about works of art, giving reasons for their opinions
● be able to communicate through visual and tactile forms



Arithmetic: Students will be challenged to answer division questions involving
recall, mental and written methods. Becoming over reliant on one learnt method
is easy to do, so they will be encouraged to decide on the most efficient way to
answer each question.

Friday 22nd October    Good Dance for Good Chance All Day
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write: For our final big write of the half term, students will choose
one of their big writes to edit and improve.

Messy Maths: This week’s session will be a chance to consolidate and extend
the different concepts covered during the half term.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Our athletics skill of the week: throwing

- chest push
- javelin
- partner throw

After an initial recap session on throwing we will have three athletics challenge
stations based on the three skills and challenge ourselves to perform our best.

Skills:
● identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters and
atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs

● use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance


