
Issue 2:
Breaking Boundaries

Learning is Everything, Everything is Learning

Date: Friday 15th October 2021

Dear Greenside Parents/ Carers

Wow - the half term is almost over - so incredible how fast it has flown by!
I can’t resist starting with this beautiful quote from one of our Reception students (who shall remain anonymous!) “Ms
Bastick-Styles I love Greenside, my Teacher, everyone and you”
I’m not sure life gets much better!

We are looking forward to the 1st ‘performances’ of our N&R students next Monday & Tuesday mornings.
On Monday at 9.00am our Nursery students are set for their 1st Sharing Event and on Tuesday it will be the time of our super
Reception class.

We have had a super busy and enjoyable half term and I hope that in this brief Newsletter, in our Podcast and Instagram special
edition today you, too, will get a flavour of our recent learning and experiences.
You can access via an apple app and through this link: https://linktr.ee/greensideprimaryschool
Many of you follow us on Instagram - if you don’t please sign up today - you will never be far from a Greenside moment!

A reminder to all our Y6 families that Secondary application forms need to be completed online and sent by the end of October - if
you have any final questions please check in with us before the end of this half term.

1. The Year of Going Places!
We’ve almost reached the end of our current film studies with explorations of journeys and lots of exciting hooks and big questions
- do talk to your daughter/ son about the different focus of each week to help us help them recall facts and knowledge. We are
always trying to build on prior knowledge and see how far back our students can remember learning - conversations with you -
gently probing with questions really helps!

We had a visit from Simon Adams (London Trust Director) on Monday and he saw so many outstanding things during his day,
Learning Walk and interviews/ meetings with students & staff - so proud of everyone!

Our Reception students have all completed their National Baseline Tests and our Y2 and Y6 students have taken end of Key Stage
papers this week. Our Y1, Y3, Y4 & Y5 students will be awarded Teacher Assessments for the half term. If you have any questions
or would like to talk about the results for your daughter/ son please check in with her/ his Class Teacher.
We have been very impressed by the attitude of all of our students in Reception, Y2 and Y6 - they are already so resilient,
appropriately competitive and Test Ready!

2.Community Council
As promised I am sending details of our Community Council later today - if you have any questions please just ask!

3. Events
Thank you to the PSA for organizing the Quiz Night last week - it was great fun and so lovely to see families enjoying an event
together at Greenside again. We also really appreciate the fund-raising element of the evening!

We have lots to share as Little Amal nears the end of her incredible 3 month walk from Turkey, through Europe, over to England
and finally onto Manchester.

I hope you saw some of the pictures I took last week when I was so privileged to spend 2 days walking with her in Brussels. Our
students wrote letters, postcards and drew pictures that we delivered to the European Parliament to represent the voices of young
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people across the world. Our students wrote about 1 thing they would like World Leaders to change to make the world a better
place for them and for young people like Little Amal. I set off with hundreds of letters in my suitcase! It was such a moving and
emotional couple of days - full of reflection and hope - it was also great to do a couple of live hangouts with our students from the
Walk.

We are now looking forward to Little Amal’s arrival in England.
Friday 22nd October is a big day for us all! The following will happen:
a) The day will be a non-uniform charity donation day. We ask all students to donate a coin wherever possible.
The theme of the day is ‘Flowers & Joy’!
b) Ms Webber has included the details of our Cakes to Welcome Little Amal event below.
We are asking all families if they could bake/ make/ buy a cake to donate on the morning of Friday 22nd Oct. If it has a ‘flower’
theme that would be wonderful! We will then set up a cake sale in the early afternoon as a charity fundraising event.
We really hope you will donate and buy!!
b) In the morning a few students will be able to go over to Deptford to meet Little Amal.
c) At 2.00pm we will perform our original 3 minute Dance to Welcome Little Amal - with students dancing simultaneously across
the world. All of our families are welcome to join us in the playground - we will perform a few times so you can join in!
Here are the Dance Tutorials again for rehearsal: Tutorial 1: https://youtu.be/Ss2Ulm1KnCU Tutorial 2: https://youtu.be/0HCXxqSLCfc
Tutorial 3: https://youtu.be/qKxMdEGIY7c

d) At around 2.30pm we will begin a lovely hour of ‘Cakes and Chat’ in the playground and Hall for all of our families to share some
time together before the end of the Greenside day.

e) On Saturday 23rd October our Greenside students are invited to be part of a choir on the Steps of St. Paul’s awakening Little
Amal and welcoming her to London. We have booked around 35 spaces in the choir. I will be at the event very early setting up so
we are asking any parents/ carers who can bring students for a 9.15am meet with me that morning to join us. The event will be
filmed for a BBC Documentary so it’s very exciting. Please …… do come along if at all possible. Parents/ carers will, of course, be
able to be part of the audience and see Little Amal in person (in her puppet format!) Please let me know asap by email:
karenbs@greensideschool.org of you can join us.

We have a music specialist and choreographer from the theater (and the Press) coming into Greenside next week to rehearse so
any students who are planning to attend can be involved in this rehearsal.
It would, of course, be fab to have some of our Greenside Choir involved and singing in public.
The singing is scheduled for around 45minutes. After that you could Walk with Little Amal as she explores London!

Finally on Sunday 24th October I will be able to invite 10 Greenside students to Little Amal’s Birthday party at the V&A for an
11.0’clock start. I will be able to take 10 our Saturday Choir young people.

I do hope some of you will be able to join us at the Saturday morning event.

3. Autumn 2 Calendar
I have added some of our calendar events for the 1st couple of weeks of autumn 2 & will continue to confirm things along the way.

4. Additional Greenside Holiday Day
As I am sure you are aware the Queen will be celebrating 70 years since her coronation (she is the same age exactly as
Greenside!) The National celebrations happen across the May half term holiday. As such the Government has given all schools an
additional holiday day this academic year. We are, therefore, going to add this holiday day to the end of the Christmas break. All of
our students and staff will now break up on Friday 17th December and return to Greenside on Wednesday 5th January (not Tues
4th as previously published).

Thank you all for your wonderful support this half term - so appreciated!
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5. Stop Press!
This morning we have just literally been approved by TEFAT to reopen our Greenside Playground for morning drop off and
afternoon pick up. This means that from Monday 1st November we will expect all students from Reception to Y6 to arrive in the
playground via the black gates between 8.50am - 8.55am ready to begin each day. The bell will go at 8.55am sharp and then all
students will line up in classes in silence ready to go into class. At this point, parents/carers will leave via the black gate.
At 3.30pm Y1 and Y2 will still be collected from outside their classrooms but via the playground (the side gate will no longer be
opened)
Reception, Y3 & Y4 will be released from the Hall and Y5 and Y6 from the playground.
Our Nursery students should still arrive and be collected via the car park.
We are delighted to be able to return to a shared space each morning and evening.

May I also remind all parents/ carers that for safeguarding all adults on site must be accompanied by a member of our Greenside
staff at all times. A quick reminder that if you need to meet your daughter/ son’s Class Teacher please check in via email to
arrange this - it will be too tricky to talk in the line in the morning. Thank you for helping us with all of this.

See you all in the playground soon!
Karen

1. Message from the Head of School

Dear Greenside families.
One of the joys of my role is getting to work with students across the whole school in their student leadership roles.
One group that is really making things happen at Greenside at the moment is the Sports Leaders!

We are always committed to trying to make sure that all our students are engaging in as much physical activity as possible on a
daily basis to match their healthy lunches and hopefully create lifelong positive attitudes to exercise and healthy eating. The Y6
Sports Leaders: Dixie, Emily, Roan & Yasin are leading the charge whilst being ably supported at the moment by Rayanne, Lavin,
Layan and Olive. Following on from their great work last year where the whole school skipped the equivalent of 100 hours during
the summer term, they were keen not to let the skipping momentum go. As such, they have ensured that the ‘Skipping Zone’ is
being put to full use with individual skipping ropes and large double dutch ropes for students to enjoy and they are jumping for joy at
the moment - pun intended!

The Sports Leaders have now held a formal budget meeting with me and presented their pitch for the new equipment they would
like to purchase for the playground to introduce even more physical activities for students. I am delighted to say that their pitch was
excellent and the proposal has been agreed and passed by our Executive Head. So we are currently awaiting delivery of a ‘Bucket
Ball’ set and a Horseshoe game, all of which the above students have organised to set up, officiate and help encourage students to
engage with. Along with the football pitch which is now officially refereed, the gym equipment outside the Y6 classroom, two champ
pitches and the climbing equipment, there is plenty for our students to engage with that will get them moving, get their heart rates
up and have fun! These Sports Leaders mean business so I have no doubt that more will follow as the year progresses.

Robin Yeats - Head of School

2. Message from Ms Webber

Things are going really well out in the garden! Our big science project to improve the quality of the soil in our growing garden is well
underway, All of the Y6 students have been conducting a range of experiments each week to give us a baseline to work on over the
course of the year. Where we have harvested the veg, instead of leaving bare soil we have planted a range of cover crops that we
hope will harness nitrogen in the soil ready for replanting in Spring.
At the end of this half term, Y6 will hand the project over to the next class who will take on the same tests until Christmas. This week
we have begun our collaboration with Melilot Farm in Cornwall who are running the same tests as us at scale on their working
regenerative farm. Through this our students can see the impact of their initiatives on a larger scale - real World Ready learning! It
was great to have so many families join the PSA for their Quiz Night on Friday. It was a great night and we were able to share some
of our famous Food Experience school lunches as Sofia did the catering. A big thank you to everyone for making it such a success.

We are happy to share that our attendance statistics at Greenside are very pleasing. We currently stand at 97.6% which is fantastic
for this time of year. Let’s keep up the good work Greenside and make this year our best yet!
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On Friday 22nd October there will be a very special flower themed Cake Sale here at Greenside to welcome Little Amal. We are
asking our whole school community to bake or bring in a cake - with a flower theme if possible, on Friday morning to donate to our
sale. We hope lots of our families will join us at 2.00pm for the big dance event. This will be followed by the cake sale in the
playground. Please bake or buy a cake - it will be lovely to have a lot of cakes to share with everyone and to raise money for charity.

Georgina Webber - Deputy Head

3. Message from Mr Mahara

What a first half term it has been! It has been a pleasure to spend time working with staff and students across Greenside to develop
our Maths Learning Experiences.

Students experience Maths in different ways throughout the day. In Early Years, students are straight into their maths learning as
soon as they enter the classroom as they count the number of students present for the day.
Ms Vandepas led Y1 on an amazing safari through the school, counting and representing the number of animals that they spotted.
In Y5, inspired by their class film Queen of Katwe and led by Grandmaster Hancock, students have become experts in the game of
chess. In Y6, students have been working with Ms Finney to apply their Maths knowledge and skills to their fascinating STEAM
project.

Walking through Greenside, it is easy to spot a genuine passion for maths from all of our students and staff. You might hear
students competing passionately in their recall of number facts, justifying their mathematical reasoning or perhaps you might find
teachers discussing interesting ways to teach a new concept. Maths at Greenside is everywhere!

Daniel Mahara - Assistant Head & Maths Lead

Wishing you all a great weekend and see you on 22nd October!
Karen

Karen Bastick-Styles – Executive Head

GREENSIDE
Family Calendar

2021-2022

· Please note in the current Covid climate, all dates are subject to change at short notice

Autumn Term 1

Week 8

Monday 18th October 9.00am Nursery Family Sharing

Tuesday 19th October 9.00am Reception Family Sharing

Friday 22nd October All Day Non-Uniform Day

Friday 22nd October All Day Cakes to Welcome Little Amal

Friday 22nd October 2.00pm Greenside leads an International Dance to Welcome Little Amal!

Friday 22nd October 3.30pm Half Term holiday begins!

Saturday 23rd October 9.15am Little Amal - singing on the steps of St.Paul’s
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Autumn Term 2

Week 1

All Week Students bring in Little Amal ‘Happy Birthday’ Loose Change Box

Monday 1st November 8.55am Students return to Greenside

Tuesday 2nd November AM Y5 Greenside & Griffin Shared Google Event

Wednesday 3rd November AM Reception - Y6 - Nasal Flu appointments

Friday 5th November PM Mayor’s Cup - Greenside v Brackenbury

Week 2

Friday 12th November All Day Children in Need - Wear something red & white!

Friday 12th November All Day 100% Attendance Day - we need everyone with us at Greenside today!

Week 3

Monday 15th November 9.00am Y1 & Y2 Film Sharing Family Event (Parents/ carers welcome!)

Tuesday 16th November 9.00am Y3 & Y4 Film Sharing Family Event (Parents/ carers welcome!)

Wednesday 17th November 9.00am Y5 & Y6 Film Sharing Family Event (Parents/ carers welcome!)

Thursday 18th November 9.00am Phonics Family Workshop - EYFS & KS1 - Parents/ carers

Friday 19th November 8.00am Multi-media Newsletter published
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