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GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 2 - 2021 Y2 Class Teacher: Laura Gilroy
Class Film Text: Rio Class Book/ Text: The Great Kapok Tree

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: All about Blu
Monday 1st November - Wednesday 3rd November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about Rio.

Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Have you ever lived somewhere else? How did you feel after you moved?
Where would you like to live one day?

English:
Immersion experience:
We will be thinking about our main character Blu and how his life will be
changing from his hometown to the rainforest in Brazil. We will be looking at
where he is from, and the environment he has grown up in then compare that to
birds found in the UK. We will take a walk to Ravenscourt Park to do some bird
spotting of our own, do you think we will see a Macaw just like Blu? Whilst we
are there we will also complete a scavenger hunt to find different materials
which we will be able to use in our STEAM work identifying things which are
alive, dead or never been alive.

Writing Experience:

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

i. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

ii. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:



We will be looking at images from our film and thinking about the similarities and
differences of some of the different characters based on appearance. Blu is our
main character in our film and this week we will be using adjectives to describe
him and the friends he has in his neighbourhood including the two birds who sit
outside his shop every morning. We will be looking at contrasting adjectives to
show the different personalities in the neighbourhood and apply using commas
in our lists of adjectives. We will think about how Blu’s environment in the
rainforest is different to the town he lives in with his owner and how these
differences affect Blu.

Reading Tree:
Students will begin our weekly Reading Tree sessions where they will explore a
range of text types and focus on a different reading domain. This week they will
focus on domain 1a: drawing on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Blu lives in Minnesota but before that, he lived in the Rainforest in Rio where he
was born. Minnesota does not have many animals, nowhere near the amount in
the rainforest so we are going to take Blu back to his birthplace! We will be
mastering our addition skills this week, both of single digit numbers and double
digit numbers and challenging ourselves with missing number questions such as
32 + ____ = 50 birds. This will help reinforce our understanding of inverse
operations and related number facts. We will explore different strategies which
we can use to help us calculate these types of questions starting off with
partitioning, using number lines, part-part-whole models and adding without
crossing tens and then with crossing tens where students will need to
understand the concept of regrouping ten ones into one ten to be able to arrive
at the right answer.

Our film introduces us to lots of amazing different animals, plants in the
rainforest and different environments. This week students’ STEAM project will
be considering how we can identify if things are living, dead or never been alive
by familiarising ourselves with the 7 life processes. They will have to sort images
of various items, animals and plants which can be found in the rainforest as well
as using our visit to Ravenscourt Park to collect different physical things which
we can also use in our sorting activity. Students will make predictions about the
items at the beginning of the session then they will need to be able to explain
why they have sorted the items into the categories they chose using the
appropriate scientific vocabulary. Were the initial predictions correct? Why/why
not?

Arithmetic: Using related facts to calculate addition questions.

Class Display:
Blu is a Spix's macaw and so we will observe this species and recreate the
macaw using a range of materials for our art display.

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.

● solve problems with addition and subtraction:
- using concrete objects and pictorial representations, including those involving

numbers, quantities and measures
- applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods
● recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use

related facts up to 100
● add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and

mentally, including:
- a two-digit number and ones
- a two-digit number and tens
- two two-digit numbers
- adding three one-digit numbers
● show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and

subtraction of one number from another cannot
● recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and

use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.
● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and

things that have never been alive
● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and

describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,

experiences and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,

texture, line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and
making links to their own work



Friday 5th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. This week is all about the animals that can be found in
the rainforest.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
addition and related fact families.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other. This week, they will focus on using their arms, looking straight ahead and
considering the position of their footing to maintain their balance on a range of
equipment.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Surviving in Minnesota
Monday 8th November - Wednesday 10th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we will be thinking about the very different life that Blu has in
Minnesota compared to the other parrots that live around the world. We will look
at his morning routines and how much interaction he has with other animals.
Linda could be losing Blu when she takes him back to Rio. She wants to write
down his routine so she can follow it precisely with the next bird that lives with
her.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books



Do you like routines in your life? What routines can you think of? How do
routines help us? Where in the world is Minnesota?

English:
Immersion experience:
Students will recreate Blu’s morning routine by making a breakfast snack and
enjoying a warming cup of hot chocolate which will then link into our instructional
writing piece for the week.

Writing Experience:
Blu has a very set and organised routine each morning with his owner. He
wakes her up, helps her make breakfast and enjoys his morning hot chocolate in
the shop. If Blu is going to get through his next week in Minnesota he needs to
make sure he gets off to a good start! This week we will be looking at
instructional writing and looking at the steps for Blu to have the perfect Monday
morning. We will think about steps we could include to make his morning a little
more exciting and think about why chronological order, organisation and
presentation is important for this piece of writing, including adverbs of time to
ensure nothing could go wrong! Students will then make edits to their pieces and
redraft them ready to be used towards our writing display.

Reading Tree:
This week students will focus on Reading Domain: 1b- identify/explain key
aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters and events.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
We are focusing our week on organisation and how Blu gets through his day.
We will be counting the number of steps involved in Blu’s morning before he
gets to the bookstore and adding them all up using a number line. We will look
at the mornings he has the largest amount of tasks and the mornings that have
the smallest amount of tasks and moving on to using subtraction to find the
difference. When he reaches the bookstore, he helps to set up the store and
make sure all the books are in the correct places to help the customers. We will
be using a number square to count all the books in the fiction and non-fiction
areas of the shop and use these numbers to calculate 10 more and 10 less and
then check our calculations using our knowledge of fact families and inverse.

This week students will be thinking more specifically about the habitat Blu lives
in and the different things found there. They will revisit photos taken from our
Ravenscourt Park visit, discuss what type of habitat this is (woodland, urban,
coastal?) and then complete a scientific drawing of the habitat, labelling the
different animals and plants found there and linking back to the previous week’s
learning of things that are alive, dead or never alive. We will then compare our
maps to different habitats to compare and identify things that they do and don’t
have in common. Students will present their findings through the use of a Venn
diagram to make it really clear visually. Can students name the type of habitat
Blu lives in at the beginning of the film and then the one he lives in at the end?

● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
purposes

● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

iii. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

iv. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.

● solve problems with addition and subtraction:
- using concrete objects and pictorial representations, including those involving

numbers, quantities and measures
- applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods
● recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use

related facts up to 100
● add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and

mentally, including:
- a two-digit number and ones
- a two-digit number and tens
- two two-digit numbers
- adding three one-digit numbers
● show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and

subtraction of one number from another cannot
● recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and

use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.
● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and

things that have never been alive



Arithmetic: Using related facts to calculate subtraction questions.

Maths Display: Our Maths display will show Blu’s stepping stones to the book
shop through the use of number lines where each stone will show the numbers
consecutively and we will be displaying addition/subtraction questions such as ‘If
Blu is on 18 and takes 6 steps, what step will he end on?’

● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,

experiences and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,

texture, line, shape, form and space

Friday 12th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. Students will compare the environment of the rainforest
with that of the city of Rio.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
subtraction and related fact families.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other. This week, students will practice differing balancing points and to stretch
unused body parts. Students will explore ways to travel, using push and pull
motions, on to and off the apparatus to perform their balance.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: Moving to Brazil
Monday 15th November - Wednesday 17th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week Blu goes to Brazil and meets many different characters along the
way. We will be focusing heavily on animals this week, how many different
species does Blu come across in his move? Are they all in their natural
environment? How do you think they feel?

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning

Skills:



Have you ever been to a different country? What animals did you see? Is
keeping animals in cages right? What are the pros and cons?

English:
Immersion experience:
This week students will be visiting London Zoo where they will get to observe
macaws and various other rainforest animals (as well as animals from other
areas of the world) and learn all about them. They will get the opportunity to find
out what the zoo’s purpose is in keeping these animals in a place that is not their
natural environment and how it affects the populations of the animals around the
world.

Writing Experience:
This week students will write all about their amazing experience of going to the
zoo in the form of a recount. They will use images and notes taken from their trip
to describe what they observed and learned, focusing on writing consistently in
first person and past tense whilst maintaining chronological order through
applying the adverbs of time learned about in the previous week to further
embed the skills in a different context.

Reading Tree:
This week students will focus on Reading Domain: 1c- identify and explain the
sequence of events in a text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Animals are known to provide emotional and mental wellbeing support to
humans due to their calming nature and need for routines. One of the many
things people can do to relax their minds is to complete patterns, through
drawing, sewing, making and many other ways; the repetitive nature makes
them easier to complete without taking up too much brain power. Students will
be looking at patterns within number bonds to 10 and then to 100. They will also
analyse adding and subtracting of groups of tens which lends itself to spotting
patterns too, such as 63-10-10 = ?. Students should notice that two tens are
equal to 20 and so this question is the same as 63-20=?. This practice should
help students memorise and calculate these types of questions mentally more
efficiently than using counting in ones.

As part of our mindful activities, and linked to our Maths learning, students will
spend some time this week creating their own patterned animal artwork and
assigning each animal a numerical value to calculate totals and differences
within the patterns.

This week’s science focus will be directly linked in with our trip to London Zoo
where students will observe a range of different animal species and how the zoo
has adapted their enclosures to replicate their natural habitats as much as
possible. Students will apply their knowledge to creating a fact file using Book

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

v. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

vi. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.

● solve problems with addition and subtraction:
- using concrete objects and pictorial representations, including those involving

numbers, quantities and measures
- applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods
● recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use

related facts up to 100
● add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and

mentally, including:
- a two-digit number and ones
- a two-digit number and tens



Creator on their ipads telling others all about Spix’s Macaws, the type of bird Blu
is, and their natural habitat.

Arithmetic: Adding and subtracting groups of tens.

Writing Display: We will use our edited and redrafted pieces from last week to
create our Writing Display showing Blu’s perfect morning routine supported with
images of our hot chocolate and breakfast morning.

- two two-digit numbers
- adding three one-digit numbers
● show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and

subtraction of one number from another cannot
● recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and

use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.
● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and

things that have never been alive
● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and

describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,

experiences and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,

texture, line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and
making links to their own work

Friday 19th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. This week students will write about the various modes of
transport that can be found.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
adding and subtracting groups of tens.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other. This week in gymnastics students will focus on movement and travelling.
Students will explore stretching, tucking and sinking movements to aid changing
levels within a gymnastics sequence.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.



WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: New Experiences
Monday 22nd November - Wednesday 24th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Blu meets a new face that will change the rest of his life - Jewel. Meeting new
people can be scary and this week we will think about the people in our lives
and how they make a difference to what we do now, compared to our lives
before.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Who do you know that is special to you? How do they make such an impact?
When did you meet them? Who is your closest friend? What makes a good
friend?

English:
Immersion experience: This week students will go on an outdoor language
hunt around the school grounds.  Students will have to search for different
envelopes which will contain words/phrases which could be used to describe
how Blu is feeling. Students will have to think about which ones are appropriate
to bring back and which ones are not and so should be left. The words/phrases
collected will then be used in our diary writing task described below.

Writing Experience:
Blu finds it difficult to talk about his feelings so this week he will be writing a
diary entry to try and organise his thoughts before he tells Jewel how he feels.
We will be using the past and present tense to explain to Jewel how he felt
before he came to the rainforest and how he feels now. He will be explaining to
her what he likes about his new location and aspects that he misses from his
home. He will tell her things that he thinks she should know about him to help
her understand who he really is.

Reading Tree:
This week students will focus on Reading Domain: 1d- making inferences from
the text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Students will utilise their recent learning to create their own game in the style of
a snakes and ladders board game. They will create their board based on Blu’s
journey to a happy ending whilst overcoming some problems along the way.
Instead of being just a dice based game, students will have to create question
cards which require the use of addition and subtraction to be able to solve the
answer. On each card, there will be an instruction as to which strategy they are
required to use, ie. mental method for subtracting 10, column method for 2 digit
+/- 2 digit numbers, etc, and so students will have to think carefully about the
way they present their questions to match the most suitable method. This will
get students really thinking about all the different ways they may see and solve a

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

vii. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

viii. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.

● solve problems with addition and subtraction:
- using concrete objects and pictorial representations, including those involving

numbers, quantities and measures
- applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods
● recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use

related facts up to 100



mathematical question. If they get the answer correct, they move forward the
number of places they roll on a dice, if they get the answer wrong, they must
move backwards the same number rolled. There will also be some surprise
hurdles along the way based on the problems Blu faced. First player to get their
character to the happy ending wins!

Last week saw students learn about different habitats and what could be found
within them. This week we will delve even further, into microhabitats. We will
compare two different microhabitats in our school grounds and gather data on
the different types of minibeasts that can be found in them, collating the
information into a pictogram. Students will then compare their pictograms and
use the information from them to make scientific conclusions about how different
microhabitats encourage different minibeasts, giving reasons for why this may
be the case. They will also have to answer questions such as ‘How many more
ants were found than caterpillars?’ to develop graph reading skills.

Arithmetic: Adding and subtracting 2 digit numbers crossing tens.

● add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and
mentally, including:

- a two-digit number and ones
- a two-digit number and tens
- two two-digit numbers
- adding three one-digit numbers
● show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and

subtraction of one number from another cannot
● recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and

use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.
● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and

things that have never been alive
● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and

describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

Friday 26th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. Students will describe some of Rio’s most famous tourist
attractions.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
addition and subtraction of 2 digit numbers.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other. This week we will be looking at jumping. Students will practice controlled
take off and landing methods and look at jumping for height or distance.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: Birds Vs Monkeys
Monday 29th November -  Wednesday 1st December
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we will explore the great battle! We will look at how the monkeys feel
before the battle and why they want Blu to come with them and why he should
really stay away.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions

Skills:



Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What do you do when you have conflict? How do you solve problems between
friends? What is important in friendship?

English:
Immersion experience:
Students will take to the outdoors to recreate the battle scene between the
monkeys and birds. Each student will be placed in one of the teams and they will
create their costume to ensure they can be easily identified.

Writing Experience:
This week we will be writing about the great battle between Blu and the
monkeys. We will be retelling the event from both perspectives and thinking
about how each side feels before and after it takes place. We will be using
subordinating conjunctions; such as when, if, because, to explain our answers.
We will have a class debate and look at both sides of the argument which will
help in being able to explain their reasons in their writing task. We will take
either the monkey’s or Blu’s side and role play the scene.

Reading Tree:
This week students will focus on Reading Domain: 1e- predict what might
happen on the basis of what has been read so far.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
The different animals found in the battle scene have different features such as
monkeys have 4 limbs whereas birds have 2. Students this week will be looking
at these different animals and using multiplication to calculate how much of a
certain feature there is ie. there are 8 monkeys, each monkey has 4 limbs, how
many limbs are there in total? They will explore this through making equal
groups, using arrays and bar models to support their calculations. Through this
students will also explore the meaning of commutativity in the same context of
animal features.

This week students will be looking further afield into the world of habitats and
completing some group research on them. Students will be split into groups that
will each focus on a different world habitat. They will draw and label it including
the animals and plants that can be found there, and give a description of the
conditions in their habitat. Students will then present their research to each other
allowing chances for others to ask suitable questions about their habitats. They
will then return to their groups to choose an interesting animal from the habitat
and gather reasons for how it survives before again feeding back to each other.

Arithmetic: multiplication using 2s, 5s and 10s.

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

ix. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

x. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.
● recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication

tables, including recognising odd and even numbers
● calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the

multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and
equals (=) signs

● show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative)
and division of one number by another cannot

● solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays,
repeated addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, including
problems in contexts



● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and
things that have never been alive

● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,

experiences and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,

texture, line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and
making links to their own work

Friday 3rd December
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. This week students will write all about the different
traditional foods that can be enjoyed.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
multiplication.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other.  The focus  this week will be jumps and bounces. We will link jumps and
movements together to form a simple sequence.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.

WEEKS 6 and 7 THEME/ Hook: Adapting to New Places      DC2 - Week 6
Monday 6th December- Wednesday 8th December
Monday 13th December- Wednesday 15th December
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
It is settled! Blu will now be permanently living in Rio with his owner and the vet.
We will be exploring this idea and thinking about Blu’s new permanent life. We

Skills:



will be thinking about his hopes and dreams for his future, and if he has any
worries about not returning to Minnesota.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What influences your decisions? Do you think Blu made the right decision? Is all
change good/bad? What hopes do you have for the future?

Week 6
English:
Immersion experience:
We will take all of our learning about Brazil and create our own mini carnival
festival in our classroom, which will then extend out into the school!. We will be
making headpieces to make us stand out while we are learning dance moves for
our festival and learning about the history of the Carnival in Rio de Janeiro.
While making our headpieces we will use our measuring skills to ensure we
have eye-catching pieces over 20 cm high! We will be cooking and enjoying
some of the foods they eat at this street festival such as Empadas and Pastels,
and think about how it might feel to be Blu flying through all the dancers!

Writing Experience:
This week students will edit and improve their writing pieces from last week
through a carousel system

- One group will go through feedback with a teacher and students making
corrections on the spot.

- Another will write the final section if needed or complete an extra GPS
task to reinforce and extend previous learning.

- The third group will complete independent punctuation and spelling
corrections.

All students will then publish their improved piece for their portfolios.

Reading Tree:
DC2 Reading Assessments.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
In this penultimate week, we will be exploring division through sharing of food
and items related to the Rio Carnival, ie. 20 pastels are shared between 5
people at the festival, how many pastels does each person get? so 20 / 5 = ?. To
really immerse ourselves in the practice of sharing, we will use our cooking of
Brazilian food for our class carnival and share it with each other to see the
divisions physically happening in front of us.

By now, students will be experts on different habitats found around the world
and the different species of plants and animals that can most commonly be
found in them. But how do these species depend on each other to survive?
Could Blu survive in the rainforest if there were no plants? Students will look

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● Consider what they are going to write before beginning by:

-planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about
-writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

● Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
● Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by:

xi. writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional)

xii. writing about real events
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● using adjectives to express detail and conjunctions
● to use commas to separate items in a list
● make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by:

- evaluating their writing with the teacher and other students
- re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
- proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for
example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly]

● read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning
clear.
● recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication

tables, including recognising odd and even numbers
● calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the

multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and
equals (=) signs

● show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative)
and division of one number by another cannot

● solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays,
repeated addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, including
problems in contexts



back at their work from the previous week and choose a group of living things
within one habitat to identify and discuss the ways in which they rely on each
other for survival. They will then link this into humans and how we rely on other
living things for our own survival. What living things depend on us?

Arithmetic: DC2 Arithmetic Assessments.

Week 7
English:
Immersion experience:
Students will look back on their carnival celebration from last week, viewing
photos and videos to remind them of all the different steps that led up to the big
day. They will use this event to inspire their final piece of writing for the term.

Writing Experience:
This final week we will be writing a recount of our very own Rio Carnival,
describing the preparations, the celebration itself, and our personal opinion on
its success. Students will have to ensure they write consistently in past tense,
and use a range of sentence openers to keep the reader interested and provide
lots of additional and fascinating information.

Reading Tree:
In this session we will review our results from DC2, creating perfect answers,
identifying where points have been dropped and the types of questions that
students are finding challenging.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
This week students will recap and consolidate their term’s learning on the four
operations by coming up with their own Maths quizzes to test each other on.
They will have to consider the different strategies they have learned to be able
to choose appropriate questions using a range of both arithmetic and
reasoning/problem solving question styles. Their questions will be uploaded
online so that students can access and try each others’ quizzes on their ipads
and see who will be the ultimate Maths master of Autumn 2!

In this final week, students will bring together their recent new knowledge, as
well as prior knowledge of carnivores, herbivores and omnivores, and identify
and make a series of food chains. They will explain what type of habitat their
food chains would be found in and label each thing in the food chains as a
producer or consumer. They will also consider which animals are predators and
which are prey, can they be both? How? Students will produce a concertina
book of a 4 part food chain with each page dedicated to a different step of the
chain and providing the relevant information about it.

Arithmetic: Students will review their arithmetic scores from our DC
assessments the week before and work together to identify and address
common misconceptions.

● explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and
things that have never been alive

● identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of
animals and plants, and how they depend on each other

● identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including
microhabitats

● describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the
idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas,

experiences and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern,

texture, line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and
making links to their own work



Friday 10th December
Friday 17th December
Week 6 Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. This week students will describe the Carnival in Rio.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving
division.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will participate in a gymnastics ‘assault course’ with each week
focusing on developing a different skill. At the end of the term, students will
combine the skills they have learned to put into a routine to perform to each
other. This week students will be putting together all previous gymnastic skills
they have learnt throughout the term to plan and practise their routine ready to
perform in next week’s session.

Week 7 Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
A Guide to Brazil: Each week students will write a description of a different
aspect of life in Brazil. This final week is Blu’s recommendation, students will
write from the perspective of Blu stating which part of Brazil he prefers and why.
This will be added to our Guide as a ‘guest contributor’ section.

Messy Maths: Solving reasoning and problem solving questions involving the
four operations; +, -, x, ÷

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week students will participate in a performance where they will demonstrate
a range of skills they have worked on throughout the term in a seamless team
routine which will be shown to each other.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending
● perform dances using simple movement patterns.




