
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Autumn Term 2 - 2021 Y3 Class Teacher: Hannah Findlay

Class Film Text: E.T Class Book/ Text: Spike and Ali Enson

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Discovering E.T.
Monday 1st November - Wednesday 3rd November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about

Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Do you believe life exists outside of Earth? How would you react to an alien
crash landing near your home? What do you think an alien’s first impressions of
Earth might be? What do you think E.T.’s journey might have been like?

English:
Immersion experience:
In our first week, we are going to delve into the world of E.T. and question who
he is and where he came from. We will look at the artist Peter Thorpe and create
our own art inspired by his rockets and space themes. Our artwork will be
imagining E.T.’s home planet, which will support us with our writing later in the
week. Thorpe’s futuristic, science-fiction art will encourage the class to discuss
the genre and themes in E.T. and compare it to our first film in Autumn 1.

Writing Experience:

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:
● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and

exploring the meaning of words in context
● asking questions to improve their understanding
● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from

their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence
● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied



Students will describe E.T.’s home planet, which they will have drawn earlier in
the week. They will be encouraged to use their imagination to describe what life
is like on this planet and compare it to our own. It is up to students to create their
own fantasy planet, they can choose to create a desolate wasteland or a planet
with thriving cities. Students will also consider what brought E.T. to planet Earth,
was he escaping destruction or seeking information?

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2c: Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph
As the students watch the film, they will be asked to write down and sketch key
moments in the film. We will then discuss these significant moments and how
they contribute to the understanding of the film. In groups, students will be asked
to identify 6 key scenes which summarise the beginning, middle and end of the
story. They will create a summarising story-wheel where they illustrate the main
points of the story with a short description.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Students will move around a carousel of activities reviewing what we learned
last half-term. This will consolidate our learning before moving on to the next
concept.
Station 1: Place Value
Students will think about how they could teach Elliott place value. In pairs,
students will take a place value concept and create a poster to explain it clearly.

Station 2: Addition and Subtraction
In an adult-directed station, students will review the different ways that they can
approach addition and subtraction questions. They will aim to represent these
calculations using concrete, pictorial and written methods.

Station 3: Problem solving
Students will work in pairs to answer E.T. themed problem solving questions and
attempt to write their own for their classmates to solve.

STEAM:
In our first ‘Forces and Magnets’ STEAM lesson, students will learn about
different forces in everyday life. In the film, the police are chasing after E.T. in
their police cars. They need to get to E.T. as quickly as they can, but they have
to drive across different terrain to get there. Students will investigate the
question ‘How does friction affect the distance of a toy car?’ to work out which
surface would be best for the police. Students will run a toy car down a slope
made up of a range of different surfaces and then measure the distance that the
car travels. They will record their data in a bar chart and make conclusions
about how friction impacts the distance and speed of the car.

Arithmetic:
Students will answer addition and subtraction questions bridging 10.

● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key
details that support the main ideas

● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
● compare how things move on different surfaces
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and

sculpture with a range of materials
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including
thermometers and data loggers

● Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph
● add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction
● add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s.
● learn about great artists, architects and designers in history.



Class Display:
We will put our Peter Thorpe art on display along with the descriptions of E.T.’s
planet.

Friday 5th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Students will write a setting description of the planet E.T. has come from. This is
a chance for students to use their imagination to describe all the weird and
wonderful things that might be on a planet in another Solar System.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems linking to addition and subtraction bridging
10.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and yoga.

Gymnastics and yoga
Students will develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance through
three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including child’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2, and
mountain pose.

Skills:

● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and
using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal



WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Crash Landing
Monday 8th November - Wednesday 10th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
We will be focusing on the beginning of the film, where E.T. lands on Earth and
government agents are pursuing him. We are going to have our very own crash
landing in Greenside playground and will take on the role of government agents
investigating the debris left behind!

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Do you believe life exists outside of Earth? How would you react to an alien
crash landing near your home? What do you think an alien’s first impressions of
Earth might be? How would you spread the news to people in your area?

English:
Immersion Experience.
At the start of the film, ET’s spaceship lands on Earth and gets intercepted by
government agents. We are going to experience our very own ‘crash landing’ in
the playground and be tasked with the responsibility of analysing where these
mysterious objects might have come from. Students will hunt around the
playground and school collecting clues and making notes, we will use these
notes to help us with our nonfiction writing piece - a crime scene report!

Writing Experience:
Students will have taken on the role of forensic analyst this week, investigating
the unusual objects and markings around the alien crash landing. They will
make notes and take pictures at the crime scene and use these to form the first
part of their police report. Students will have to ensure that their writing reflects
that of a factual report by giving details about the scene without being overly
descriptive.

GPS: Heading and Subheadings

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2b Retrieve and record information
Our Reading Tree this week will be looking at a range of nonfiction texts and
identifying key features of these. We will answer retrieval questions based on
these texts and practice using headings and subheadings to help us find the
answer to a question quickly.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will be looking at subtraction this week, subtracting a 1-digit number from 2
and 3 digits. When the alien crash landed in our playground, it left behind lots of
green, sludgy liquid. Unfortunately, this slime has got all over our worksheets
and has covered up some of the numbers! Students will have to help Elliott work

Skills:

● Notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces
can act at a distance

● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to
answer them

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● Use paragraphs as a way to group information
● Use headings and subheadings to aid presentation
● retrieve and record information from non-fiction
● add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction
● add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s.
● estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers

Plan their writing by:

● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

● discussing and recording ideas

Draft and write by:

● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively
building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures

● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices



out the answers to subtraction questions to find out what the green slime is
concealing!

STEAM:
Last week, our understanding of forces was that it requires two objects to touch.
E.T. can move things without even touching them, we are going to investigate
the question ‘Can forces work without two objects touching?’ to see if we can do
the same! Students will have a range of objects and materials on their table and
must see if they can move a paperclip without touching it. This will give students
a chance to explore magnets and ask questions about how they work.

Arithmetic:
Subtracting a 1-digit number from 2-digits - crossing 10
Subtracting a 1-digit number from a 3-digit number - crossing 10

Maths Display:
We will take pictures of our STEAM investigations and use them on our display
along with students’ descriptions of how they have used Maths in STEAM.
Friday 12th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
We are going to write another setting description this week, this time we will be
describing Earth through the perspective of E.T. What would E.T. first see as he
comes out of his ship? What would Earth look like to someone who had never
seen it before?

Messy Maths:
We will answer word problems linking to subtraction crossing 10.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and yoga.

Gymnastics and yoga:
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination: Using balance beams, marked lines on floor,
students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to walk
forward and backward on or in a given area; they may be challenged
further to do so on one leg for a certain period of time; students will be

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal



challenged to compare their past performances with their current ones,
seeing if they can “out-balance” themselves and their peers

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose.

WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook: On the Run
Monday 15th November - Wednesday 17th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we will think about how our society might react if extraterrestrial life
landed on our planet. In the film, every second counts as the government tries to
locate the alien before the public finds out. In our STEAM learning this week, we
will be looking into space and understanding that gravity, like magnets, is a force
which does not need contact between two objects.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Why do you think the government needs to locate ET? How do you think he
feels? What would you do if you discovered extraterrestrial life? Do you think it
would be easy to hide someone in your house? Does the public have a right to
know what is happening in the world or should the government keep some
things secret?

English:
Immersion experience:
There has been a development in the investigation and we have been alerted to
some unusual activity in an abandoned part of the school! Students must head
down to the crime scene and record what they see before it becomes
contaminated. Students will take clipboards and paper and sketch the area, this
sketch will then be included in their final police report. Based on our
investigations over the two weeks, students will have a vague idea of what our
suspect might look like. We will make ‘wanted’ posters appealing for information
and put them up around the school.

Writing Experience:
We will add in the final pieces of information to our crime scene report before
editing and publishing it, ready to send it to the Police Commissioner. Students
will ensure that their language is clear and informative and that they have not
included any personal opinions in the report. They will also organise their ideas
clearly using paragraphs and subheadings.

GPS: Editing and Publishing

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2h Make comparisons within a text

Skills:

● notice that some forces need contact between two objects, but magnetic forces
can act at a distance

● Use paragraphs as a way to group information
● Use headings and subheadings to aid presentation
● add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction
● add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s.
● estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers
● Make comparisons within a text
● identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas

and processes
● reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations,

displays or presentations of results and conclusions

Evaluate and edit by:

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting
improvements

● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences

● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.



We will be reading extracts from our class book this week and comparing it with
our film. They are both science-fiction texts and based around an alien;
however, they are quite different in their subject matter and the time period that
they were written/created.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We will be moving on to addition and subtraction of 2-digit and 3-digit numbers
this week. When students feel confident with the concept, they will use their
knowledge to try and decipher traces of alien language which they found in the
spaceship. Once they’ve answered the addition and subtraction questions and
cracked the code, the students will receive a clue which will tell them where E.T.
might be hiding!

STEAM:
Building on our learning from last week, we will be looking at other forces which
occur without two objects coming into contact. Students will learn about gravity
and understand that low gravity in space causes astronauts to float. We will look
at the difference between mass and weight and understand that weight changes
depending on how much gravity you are experiencing. Students will conduct an
experiment in the classroom investigating the question ‘Does a heavier object
fall faster than a lighter object?’ They will drop a range of objects from a height
and use a stop-watch to time how quickly they drop to the ground. Students will
then watch a video of the same experiment in a room with no air. We will
compare the results and question why the absence of air alters the outcome of
the experiment.

Arithmetic:
Add and subtract 3-digit numbers and 2-digit numbers not crossing 100
Add 3-digit numbers and 2-digit numbers crossing 100

Writing Display:
Our writing display will be our published crime scene reports alongside our
‘wanted’ posters and crime scene sketches!
Friday 19th November
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
We will write a setting description about E.T.’s hiding place as he is on the run.
He manages to seek refuge in Elliott’s bedroom but he hasn’t ever been in a
human’s room before. The students will describe everything in detail as if they
are E.T., seeing everything for the first time.

Messy Maths:
We will answer word problems relating to addition and subtraction of 3-digit and
2-digit numbers.

Skills:

● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and
using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.



PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and yoga.

Gymnastics and yoga
Students will continue to develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and
balance through three stations engaging in gymnastics and yoga

1. Jumps and leaps: Using hoops, students will jump through, over, and
squeeze between stationary and moving hoops, practicing different
jumping and leaping techniques; students will be further challenged
through a combining these techniques in increasingly difficult circuits

2. Balance and coordination and rolls: Using balance beams, marked lines
on floor, students will exercising their balancing skills by attempting to
walk forward and backward on or in a given area; they will be further
challenged to perform a straddle forward roll and a backward roll to
straddle correctly; they may choose to combine their gymnastics
practices into a short performance

3. Yoga: students will engage in a range of yoga techniques and poses
including student’s pose, downward and upward dog, warriors 1 and 2,
mountain pose, and tree pose.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: Life in Space
Monday 22nd November - Wednesday 24th November
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we are going to think about where ET may have come from by
focusing on life in space. We are going to go on our first school trip to the
Science Museum to learn about life in space. Students will consider how daily
routines may have to be adapted to account for the lack of gravity, for example,
how astronauts wash their hair. Students will also try ‘space food’ and create
their own by using a dehydrator.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Would you go to space if you had the choice? What do you think would be most
challenging about living in space? How do you become an astronaut? What do
you think it would be like to see Earth from space? What would you miss most
about Earth if you were in space?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to delve into life in space and look at how astronauts manage with
daily activities without gravity! Our trip to the Science Museum will help us

Skills:

● Observe how magnets attract or repel each other and attract some materials and
not others

● Use paragraphs as a way to group information
● Use headings and subheadings to aid presentation
● Explain the meaning of a word in context
● Add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s
● Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction



experience this unusual job first hand. Back in school, we are going to make our
own ‘space food’ using a dehydrator!

School trip to Science Museum:
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/learning/exploring-space-school-info

GPS: Conjunctions

Writing Experience:
We will be writing ‘E.T.‘s Guide to Living in Space’, using our knowledge from
the school trip and our research in class. Students will write about how
astronauts eat, sleep, and work in a place with less gravity. We will also include
some of our STEAM learning so far in our fact file by writing a brief explanation
of what gravity is and how less gravity might affect daily life.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2a Explain the meaning of a word in context
We are going to explore a range of guides to prepare us for writing our own. In
nonfiction, factual writing, there can be technical language which the reader
does not understand. We are going to practice how to decipher the meaning of a
word by reading around it and understanding the context.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
We are going to continue our work with subtraction, moving onto subtracting a
2-digit number from a 3-digit number crossing 100. As E.T. gets introduced to
Elliott’s culture and life, he develops a taste for American sweets. We are going
to use skittles on a place value grid to help us understand what is happening
when we exchange 1 hundred for 10 tens. We will use these concrete
representations before moving onto written methods to solve these calculations.

STEAM:
We are revisiting magnets again this week, this time we are going to look at the
strength of magnets and investigate whether we can find any correlations
between the size of a magnet and its strength. In groups, we will be investigating
the question ‘Are bigger magnets always stronger?’ Students will be given more
freedom to set up their own investigation to test this. They may choose to see
how many paperclips each magnet can hold, or they might measure how close a
paperclip has to be to each magnet before it is attracted. Students will record
their data in a bar chart and discuss what their results tell us about magnets.

Arithmetic:
Subtract a 2-digit number from a 3-digit number crossing 100

● Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers
● Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.
● Gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help

in answering questions
● Setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● Using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their

findings.
● Express time, place and cause using conjunctions.

Friday 26th November
Learning Experiences Skills:

https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/learning/exploring-space-school-info


Friday Big Write:
We are going to do a setting description of the inside of a spaceship, using our
knowledge from the Science Museum to help us. We will write from the
perspective of an astronaut moving through the spaceship and catching
glimpses of space through the window.

Messy Maths:
We will answer word problems related to subtracting 2-digit numbers from a
3-digit number.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and dance.

This week we will be learning about dance. Students will move around three
stations which will give them opportunities to develop their movement and
expression.

1. Students will practice the skill of improvisation, reacting to different
stimuli. Students will listen to music and sounds and respond through
improvised movement.

2. Students will focus on methods of travel, considering different and
interesting ways that they can move to another spot on the floor within a
dance sequence.

3. Creating a short sequence with a partner. In a socially distanced way,
students will practice working collaboratively with a partner to create a
short, synchronised movement pattern.

● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and
using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook: E.T.’s Journey
Monday 29th November -  Wednesday 1st December
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
We are going to look at the film from the perspective of ET this week and
consider how he felt when he landed on a strange and unknown planet. Every
aspect of our society feels normal to those who have grown up in it, but this
week we’re going to take a step back and try and view our world through the
eyes of someone who has never experienced it before.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
How might someone perceive our society if they’d never heard of it before? How
do you think ET felt when he landed on Earth? Have you ever experienced
feeling overwhelmed or confused in a new place? Is it obvious what all these
objects in the room are used for? What do you think ET might think about our
classroom or school?

Skills:

●
compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of
whether they are attracted to a magnet, and identify some magnetic materials.

● gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in
answering questions

● Choosing nouns and pronouns for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
● Make inferences from a text



English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to take a trip to space using the VR goggles! Students will be able
to look at our Solar System as if they are in space themselves. They will write
descriptive words and sentences to describe their experience, this will support
them in their writing task later that day.

Writing Experience:
Our piece of fiction writing this half term is going to be a picture book, aimed at
Nursery and Reception students. Our story is going to be inspired by E.T. but
based around our own protagonist. Our story will begin in space. Using our
experience of space from the VR, the students will think about how they can
describe the wonder of space to a younger child. The story will then follow an
alien as it travels to Earth and experiences all the unusual things on our planet.
We will have to think about how we can use grammatical techniques and
complex language whilst also making our writing accessible for 3 and 4 year
olds.

GPS: Expanded Noun Phrases

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: 2d Make inferences from a text
We are going to look at a range of picture books this week as market research
for our own stories. The students will think about how simple sentences and
descriptions can evoke an emotional response. Students will also consider how
the images in a picture book are as important as the words for younger readers.
We will look at how we can infer meaning from images and answer inference
questions based on extracts from a range of children’s books.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week, we are going to move on to mixed addition and subtraction questions
using 2-digits and 3-digit numbers. E.T. 's planet and the Solar System it is in is
extremely far away from our own. The students are going to use their knowledge
of addition and subtraction to calculate how long it would take E.T. to get to
different planets. To answer the questions correctly, the students will have to
work out whether they need to add and subtract to find the missing distance.

STEAM:
Students are going to practice the World Ready skill of independence in STEAM
this week and take part in a free-flow STEAM carousel. Students will
independently move around stations in the classroom with science, technology,
engineering, art and Maths activities. There will be several adult-led stations
which will give the students opportunities to recap on concepts learned this year
in small, personalised sessions.

Arithmetic:

● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories,
myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
purposes

● Add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a
three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s

● Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of
columnar addition and subtraction

● Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers
● Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.

Plan their writing by:

● discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

● discussing and recording ideas

Draft and write by:

● composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively
building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures

● organising paragraphs around a theme
● in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot.



Add and subtract 2-digit numbers from 3-digit not crossing 100
Add and subtract 2-digit numbers and 3-digit numbers (crossing 10 or 100)
Friday 3rd December
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
Students will write a setting description of our Solar System using the VR goggle
experience to support them. They will write through the perspective of E.T.
looking out the window as he flies towards Earth.

Messy Maths:
Students will answer word problems linking to addition and subtraction of 2-digit
and 3-digit numbers not crossing 100.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and yoga.

We will continue our work on dance and develop some of the skills practiced last
week. Students will work in 3 stations, practicing 3 different skills.

1. Experimenting with different speeds. Students will work in small groups,
responding to the tempo of music by changing the speed of their
movements.

2. Students will work on their balance and think about how a range of static
poses can be included into a wider balance sequence. In small, socially
distanced groups, students will create a short dance incorporating
balance moves.

3. Varying levels and experimenting with different dynamics within a dance
sequence. In small, socially distanced groups, students will think about
the different levels within a dance and experiment with varying the
movements each member of the group does. For example, two
members of the group may begin on the floor whilst two others are
standing.

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own
● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: The Importance of Friendship        DC2
Monday 6th December- Wednesday 8th December
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This is the week of friendship and a perfect opportunity to reflect on the
connection between Elliot and ET through the film. As ET prepares to board the
spaceship to be reunited with his family, both friends realise how important they
are to one another. We are going to discuss friendships in our lives and take part
in activities to build and strengthen friendships in our class.

Skills:



World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What does friendship mean to you? Do you always have to see your close
friends? How can you show someone that you care for them? What kind of
friend is Elliot? Does saying goodbye always have to be sad? What is nostalgia?
What memories from your past do you remember fondly?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to publish our picture books a little differently this week! As many
students in Nursery and Reception can’t read as well as us yet, we are going to
publish ours in Adobe Voice! We will have pictures of each ‘page’ of the book
alongside our voice reading out the story. We will then have the opportunity to
share our stories with Early Years.

Writing Experience:
We are going to take part in an editing carousel to ensure our picture books
have a clear beginning, middle and end and can captivate our young audience!
Students will move around 3 editing stations:
Station 1: Editing for cohesion (adult-led)
Station 2: Vocabulary focus
Station 3: Illustrating our stories

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: Unseen Text
As it is Data Capture week, students will practice their test-ready skills in a
decontextualized reading text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
It is Data Capture week and students are going to review all their Maths learning
this half term. Students will move around a carousel of activities focusing on
arithmetic, reasoning and problem solving questions linking to addition and
subtraction.

STEAM:
We are going to learn more about magnets this week by looking at what the
different poles mean and how they affect each other. Students will make
predictions about whether two magnets will attract or repel and test their
hypothesis to see if their predictions were correct. We will also learn about North
and South poles and understand how compasses work.

Arithmetic:
Addition and subtraction (mixed questions based on learning over the half term).

● predict whether two magnets will attract or repel each other, depending on which
poles are facing.

● describe magnets as having two poles
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
● select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
● reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations,

displays or presentations of results and conclusions
● Add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s
● Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction
● Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers
● Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.

Evaluate and edit by:

● assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting
improvements

● proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including
the accurate use of pronouns in sentences

● proofread for spelling and punctuation errors
● read their own writing aloud, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.

Friday 10th December



Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
We are going to write a description of the iconic scene where Elliott and E.T. fly
through the air to escape the police. We’ll think about how we can describe the
setting and bring in the themes of friendship and hope in our narrative.

Messy Maths:
We will revisit word problems from our data capture which students found
challenging and discuss how we tackle these kinds of questions.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and dance.

Students will be put into small groups where they will work collaboratively to
create their own dances. These dances should include a variation of levels and
speeds, some synchronized movements, and include movements with precision
and control which respond appropriately to the music. This week will also give
students an opportunity to work collaboratively within a group and consider the
strengths of each member when planning their dance.

Skills:

● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and
using other similar writing as models for their own

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal

WEEK 7 THEME/ Hook: Travel back to the 80s!
Monday 13th December - 15th December
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
We are going to travel back to the 1980’s and learn all about the iconic decade
when ET was made. In our 80's day, we will dress up and use only the
technology available in the 1980s. Students will have the opportunity to explore
the culture and classic objects from this time and compare this time period to
their lives today.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
What was life like in the 1980’s? How has technology changed in the past 40
years? What are some of the similarities and differences between the 1980’s
and the 2020’s? Why do you think ET continues to be so popular today? What
do you think you would be like if you were born 40 years ago?

English:
Immersion experience:
We are going to travel back to the 1980’s for a day and experience what life was
like when ET was made. Students will move around tables to look at classic

Skills:

● Use a or an according to when the next word begins with a consonant or vowel
● setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
● asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to

answer them
● Add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and 1s, a

three-digit number and 10s, a three-digit number and 100s
● Add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits, using formal written methods of

columnar addition and subtraction



objects, dance to 80’s disco and try some popular dishes from this time. We will
even transform the lunch hall for the day by cooking a 1980’s inspired school
lunch - all while dancing to Diana Ross of course!

Writing Experience:
We are going to write a diary entry documenting a day in the life of Elliott during
the 80s. We will use our 80s day immersive experience to help us include key
details to indicate the time period to the reader.

GPS: Determiners

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain: Reviewing questions from Data Capture 2
Students will look over questions from the test paper from the previous week
and discuss their answers with their peers.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
In our final week, we will revisit concepts learned over the half term and revisit
any gaps from DC2. Students will take the role of Elliott’s teacher and create
Google Slides to help teach him a different concept learned this half term. We
will also move on to adding and subtracting 3-digit numbers with and without
exchanging and taking part in an E.T. treasure hunt around the school,
answering questions and finding clues to see if we can find E.T.s hidden
Reese’s Pieces stash!

STEAM:
It is our final STEAM session this week and students are going to practice the
World Ready skills of independence and teamwork by choosing their own
magnet experiment. Students may choose from a range of enquiry questions
and think about how best to set up their experiments.

Example enquiry questions:
- Do magnets work in the same way underwater?
- Which magnet is the strongest?
- Are all metals magnetic?
- How can we find north with a magnet?
- Does half a magnet still have a north and south pole?

Arithmetic:
Add and subtract 3-digit numbers with and without exchanging

● Estimate the answer to a calculation and use inverse operations to check answers
● Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place

value, and more complex addition and subtraction.

Friday 17th December
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:

Skills:
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and

using other similar writing as models for their own



We are going to revisit our Big Write from week 1 and improve our piece of
writing by uplevelling our vocabulary and adding in the new grammar learned
over the half term.

Messy Maths:
We are going to create our own E.T. themed board games based on the learning
this half term. When we have finished making them, we will challenge our
classmates to practice addition and subtraction.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Year 3 and 4 are lucky enough to have tennis lessons each week in PE with a
professional tennis teacher. The tennis coach will take 2 groups of students
while the third group does gymnastics and dance.

We will have a dance off in the hall! Students will have an opportunity to practice
and refine their dances in the same groups from last week. We will then perform
the dances for the rest of Year 3 and 4. Students will peer-assess one another,
looking out for techniques learned in previous weeks and commenting on how
the group incorporated them into their dance sequence.

● noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary
● in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings

in what students have read, listened to or seen performed
● selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can

change and enhance meaning
● solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value,

and more complex addition and subtraction.

To ensure that all students:
● develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities
● are physically active for sustained periods of time
● engage in competitive sports and activities
● lead healthy, active lives
● use running and jumping in movement and isolation
● develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
● compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement to

achieve their personal


