
GREENSIDE FILM FACTORY
The Year of Going Places

2021-2022

STAR Day Planning: Spring Term 1 - 2022 Class Teacher: Laura Vandepas

Class Film Text: Dolphin Reef Class Book/ Text: Somebody Swallowed Stanley by Sarah Roberts
Big Blue Whale by Nicola Davies

WEEK 1 THEME/ Hook: Welcome Back & Film Immersions - Le Ballon Rouge
Wednesday 5th to Friday 7th January
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
To welcome our students back to Greenside.
We will begin with a shared screening of the short Le Ballon Rouge.
Our film and SMSC learning will draw upon links to The Year of Going Places -
journeys and wonderful literal, metaphorical and Journeys of Discovery.

Learning experiences:
Wednesday: Greenside shared Film Immersion Day - Le Ballon Rouge
(1956) Directed by Albert Lamorisse

Thursday:
Class Film Immersion Day:
Immersion in the text/genre. We will introduce our theme and ask our big
questions about

Knowledge Harvest – what do we know already?
Big questions for our display – what do we want to find out?
Context - what is the context of our film? What was happening in the world at
the time?
We will watch the film and pick out the main themes and ideas that we notice.
We will make creative items for our class display based on the film during the
afternoon.

Friday:
During the morning we will do our Big Write & Messy Maths and the afternoon
will be spent on creating our corridor displays together. Our display will focus on

Skills:

Reading Tree Skills: (Ongoing selection through the half term)
● continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of books
● reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of

purposes
● increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books
● recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their

choices
● identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of

writing
● making comparisons within and across books
● learning a wider range of poetry by heart
● preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding

through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience
● understand what they read by:

● checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context

● asking questions to improve their understanding



showing the different layers of the sea and the animals that live their.. Students
will each create a sea animal to be placed in the zone of the sea that they live in.

Class display:
When you walk into the Year 1 classroom you will be frantically looking for your
scuba diving kit as you will be sure that you are under the sea! Everywhere you
look you will see wonderful creatures that live under the sea water. You will
notice an obscene octopus, a wonderful whale, a delightful dolphin and colourful
coral!

There will be no PE this week.

● drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

● predicting what might happen from details stated and implied
● summarizing the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying

key details that support the main ideas
● identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting
and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]

● about great artists, architects and designers in history.
● solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in a

line graph
● complete, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, roleplay/improvisations

and debates
● identifying the audience and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form

and using other similar writing as models for their own
● how to organise paragraphs around a theme
● retrieving and recording information/identifying key details from the text.
● Proof-reading
● reading skills also as outlined above

WEEK 2 THEME/ Hook: Save the Sea. Save the Soil.
Monday 10th January - Wednesday 12th January
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
Save the Sea! Save the Soil!
It is time for Year 1 to dive right into our film for this half term, Dolphin Reef! In
this film we meet Echo, a young Pacific bottlenose dolphin, who seems more
interested in exploring his coral reef home and its inhabitants than learning to
survive in it, but lessons from his family may encourage Echo to master his vital
role in the marine community.
We will begin this week by starting with the foundation of our learning - the sea!
We must understand the sea and its different layers before we can begin
investigating the creatures that live in its depths.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
What are the different zones in the sea? What animals live in these different
zones? What can we do to protect the sea? How are the sea and soil
connected?

Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Immersion experience:
As we dive into the ocean, we must learn about the different parts and which
animals live there. We will create our own oceans in a jar that will be a visual
representation of the different ocean zones. We will use a variety of materials
such as water, oil, sand, food colouring and animal figurines to bring one of

Skills:

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on

topic and initiating and responding to comments
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,

imagining and exploring ideas
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and

debates



nature's miracles to life! Once we have completed our sea in a jar students will
be able to have a great visual of the different sea zones. We will use our
knowledge of different ocean zones to complete our writing task for this week. I
wonder what wonderful and weird sea creatures we will find in each layer of the
ocean.

English:
Writing Experience:
After completing our layers of the sea investigation using water and oil, we will
begin by playing a game about the different animals that we know that live under
the sea. Students will work in groups to name as many sea creatures that they
can. We will use our phonics knowledge to best write these new words. The
team that has the most original and the most amount of animals will win. We will
use these new animal names to create our Key Vocabulary wall in our
classroom.
Once we have begun to recognise different creatures that live in the sea, we will
start our exciting writing piece entitled ‘If I Lived Under The Sea…’. Students will
get an opportunity to write about the different animals they wish to have a dip
with in the beautiful ocean. Students will have to use a clause in their sentence
to give justification for their animal choice - I wonder what animals they will
choose? We will accompany this writing piece with a beautiful piece of
underwater art, where we will create ourselves swimming with our favourite sea
animals. This will be our first experience using water colours, as water colours is
our art focus for this half term.

GPS:
This week is all about clauses! We will look at how we can combine short
sentences together using clauses to create sentences that are more complex
and exciting. We will apply these skills when we write our ‘If I Lived Under The
Sea’ piece. Students will give justification for why they want to see a specific
animal under the sea, using a clause for support.

Reading Tree:
Reading Domain:
Students will continue our Reading Tree sessions, where we will look at key
vocabulary of a book, read a book and discuss features of the book 4 times a
week. This week in our comprehension sessions we will look at the front cover.
We will answer comprehension questions based on the front cover and using
our prediction skills.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week is all about capacity and volume! As our film is set in the Pacific
ocean near the Polynesian islands, we will find adventures of capacity and
volume in every bay and reef! Year 1’s will dive into different oceans and begin
to look at how oceans have different capacities and volumes. We will test our

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate
different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others

● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters,

events, titles and information
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception

words
● name the letters of the alphabet
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance,
● Form lower-case letters correctly
● Form capital letters & digits
● Compose sentences orally before writing
● Read own writing to peers or teachers
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● Leave spaces between words
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !
● Use capital letters for proper nouns
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher
● capacity and volume [for example, full/empty, more than, less than, half, half full,

quarter]
● count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos, fives

and tens
● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.



knowledge of capacity and volume and begin to explore the language of full,
empty, half full, nearly empty etc.
We will extend our knowledge by putting different sea creatures into our ocean
containers and making predictions about which ocean container will be able to
hold the most or least amount of sea creatures. All of these wonderful
hands-on activities will contribute to make a beautiful and interesting classroom
display for us to reference throughout the half term.

STEAM:
Sea to Soil: Visual evaluation of the soil
Year 1 will be participating in Ms. Webber’s soil investigation each week. We will
begin our session with exploring what agriculture means.
What does regenerative agriculture mean? This week we will discover the five
principles of regenerative agriculture and begin to understand the biology of our
plants and our soil. We will learn how plants grow and the process of
photosynthesis. Additionally, we will study closely what goes on beneath the soil,
discovering the part played by mycorrhizal fungi in providing nutrients, protecting
from disease and carbon sequestration.
In this test we observe and record how aggregated the soil structure is
(aggregation is the crumb structure naturally occurs in healthy soil). We will dig
out a spade full of soil and record what we find on a scoring chart. The scoring
scale ranges from 1 – very good structure, to 5 – poor structure. Aggregation is
a product of biological action, normally the result of microbes gluing soil particles
together into larger clumps (called aggregates). True biological aggregates have
a rounded (crumb-like) appearance, like cottage cheese but on a smaller scale.
We will also record how the soil feels and smells as well as creating artistic
records of what we observe.

Arithmetic:
This week in arithmetic we will be focusing on counting in 5’s.

Maths Display:
Our Maths display is all about capacity. We will use our learning from this week
to create a capacity classroom display. I wonder if you will be able to identify
which ocean is full and which is half full?



Friday 14th January
Learning Experiences
Friday Big Write:
In our Big Writes this week, we will focus on writing adventure stories through
the perspective of Echo the bottlenose dolphin. Students will use their GPS skills
from the week and incorporate it into their pieces of writing.
This week in our story we will write as Echo and focus on how he does not want
to grow up! Echo is far more interested in exploring his spectacular coral reef
home than learning to survive. This week Echo will share with us the adventures
of the sea and his home.

Messy Maths:
In Messy Maths we will focus on counting in 2’s and 5’s.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Students will be introduced to the sport of hockey. We will begin by watching a
few key moments in hockey history, recognising that the sport is to be played on
an ice rink, using skates and other hockey equipment. However, we will note
that our version of the sport will be played with modified equipment and some
modified rules (no contact, for instance).

To break down how to play the sport, we will introduce the proper technique for
holding a hockey stick and how to dribble a ball with it. To practice this, we will
have two main stations:

1. Dribbling practice in stations: students will dribble within a
predefined zone with the goal of retaining the ball within
comfortable reach of their hockey stick.

2. Dribbling practice in lines: students will attempt to refine their
dribbling skills by moving along a predefined line with the goal of
maintaining dribbling accuracy.

Skills:

● solve one-step problems involving multiplication and division, by calculating the
answer using concrete objects, pictorial representations and arrays with the
support of the teacher.

● count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals; count in multiples of twos,
fives and tens

● Saying out loud what they are going to write about
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as

well as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a
range of activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending



WEEK 3 THEME/ Hook:  Echo the Dolphin
Monday 17th January - Wednesday 19th January
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we get to meet Echo! In Dolphin Reef, we dive under the sea to frolic
with some of the planet’s most engaging animals: dolphins. Echo is a young
bottlenose dolphin who can’t quite decide if it’s time to grow up and take on new
responsibilities—or give in to his silly side and just have fun. We understand this
side of Echo, as we too find it difficult to decide whether to give into our silly side
sometimes.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
Why does Echo need to grow up? What skills does he have to learn in order to
grow up? Why does his mother Kumu so desperately want to teach him to hunt?
Have we ever struggled with the want to play and the need to grow up?

Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Immersion experience:
Let’s dive into our exciting Immersive Experience that will carry us through this
entire half term. In Spring 1 we will create an under the sea diorama that will
continue to add to each week during our Immersive Experience. Once we have
finished the half term, we will have a beautiful diorama that we can take home
with us and share with our family and friends.
This week, we will focus on making the background of our diorama and painting
our entire box blue for the sea. Once that is complete we will add the ocean floor
and some coral - however we mustn't forget to add our cheeky Echo to our
diorama! I can’t wait to see the finished product!
Once we have done this, we will use our iPads to take a photo, which we will
use at the end of the half term for a technological experience, which will include
upleveling our skills on Spark Video to create a telling story of our sea dioramas.

English:
Writing Experience:
We will begin our writing experience by exploring the different parts of a dolphin.
This new vocabulary, such as dorsal fin, flukes and flippers will be instrumental
in our writing throughout the week. We will add this language to our Key
Vocabulary display in the classroom. Students will be able to reference as the
week goes on.
During the film, Echo is learning how to survive in the wild independently. It is
vital that he can catch his own food and be able to eat without his mother Kumu
to hunt for him. Year 1’s will write a How To Guide on how Echo learns how to
master the skill of Mud Circling. We will use diagrams and pictures to document
the beginning, middle and end of this feeding behaviour and add captions that
include our new key vocabulary.
Once finished this will be the piece that we will edit for our portfolios. During the
editing session we will ensure that we have the following:

a. correct punctuation

Skills:

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on

topic and initiating and responding to comments
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,

imagining and exploring ideas
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and

debates
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters,

events, titles and information
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception

words
● name the letters of the alphabet
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance,
● Form lower-case letters correctly
● Form capital letters & digits
● Compose sentences orally before writing



b. time vocabulary
c. correct use of spelling

We will extend some of our writers by adding an opening paragraph that
portrays the internal conflict that Echo is feeling between playing and becoming
independent. Year 1’s will explore how they can write about contrasting feelings
in the same paragraph, using comparative language to support their writing.

GPS:
This week we will focus on time vocabulary that will assist us in writing our How
To Guides.

Reading Tree:
Students will continue our Reading Tree sessions, where we will look at key
vocabulary of a book, read a book and discuss features of the book 4 times a
week. This week in our comprehension sessions we will look at sequencing
events.
Reading Domain: 1c- identify and explain the sequence of events in a text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
It is time to build our own dolphin addition sentences! Year 1’s will participate in
a jigsaw puzzle that creates a dolphin. However, in order to build the jigsaw
puzzle correctly, students will have to use their understanding of maths to solve
addition sentences. We will extend our knowledge from the last half term, where
we were looking at addition sentences to 10 and now begin to look at addition
sentences to 30. Will we be able to solve these jigsaw puzzles correctly?

To continue our maths learning deep in the sea, we will travel to Florida to be
with Echo and his family. We will begin to answer maths ‘I Spy’ questions that
explore our understanding of counting in 2’s and how we can turn that into an
addition sentence. Students will have a variety of ‘I Spy’ questions such as, ‘I
spy with my little eye 4 dolphins. How many eyes?’ Students will draw out the
dolphins and their eyes, to show a visual representation of this equation. We will
turn this into a number sentence that looks like 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = 8. This answer
will show us how many eyes there are on 4 dolphins.
We will explore the ‘A’ in STEAM by expressing a journey using watercolours.
We will focus on the skills needed to effectively use this medium. This will reflect
our Greenside theme of the Year of Going Places as we create a watercolour
piece that demonstrates this journey. In our first session we will explore the skills
needed to create different textures when working with watercolours. We will look

● Read own writing to peers or teachers
● Leave spaces between words
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !
● Use capital letters for proper nouns
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction

(–) and equals (=) signs
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20  add and

subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero
● solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects

and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 9.
● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences

and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture,

line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.



at the techniques of dry brush, flat brush, tonal grading, wet on wet and dry on
wet.

STEAM:
Sand to Soil: Earthworm Count
Earthworms are an indicator of biological life in the soil, large and small. Easily
visible and easy to count, higher numbers can be an indicator of improved soil
health. We will dig out a small section of the ground and count/sort the number
of earthworms we find. This test will be in two parts: the hand sort and mustard
extraction method to compare which test is more effective.

Arithmetic:
This week in arithmetic, we will explore counting in 2’s.

Writing Display:
We will use our How To Guide to create a  beautiful display in the classroom.

Friday 21st January
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week in our Big Writes Echo will be with his Mummy, Kumu. She will begin
to explain to him why he needs to learn how to feed for himself. But will Echo
listen to his Mum? Does he agree?

Messy Maths:
In Messy Maths this week we will look at addition sentences.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
Will we move forward with our dribbling practice by adding passing skills
practice. To do so, we will have two main stations:

1. Keep the ball: all students will dribble within a predefined zone with the
goal of retaining the ball from others trying to shoot their ball out of the
zone. If their ball is removed by another player from the zone, they are
out.

2. Passing practice: students will pick partners, passing the ball back and
forth from a comfortable distance apart. Then, upon a few successful passes
back and forth, they will take a step further away from each other and attempt a
pass. If each player is able to receive a pass, they will move a step further. If

Skills:
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+),

subtraction (–) and equals (=) signs
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20  add and

subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as

well as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a
range of activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending



they do not receive the pass, they will take a step closer in. The group that is
furthest away by the end of the station time will win.

WEEK 4 THEME/ Hook: Sunlight and Twilight Zone
Monday 24th January- Wednesday 26th January
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
As we begin to explore the different zones in the sea, we start with the two
closest to the earth's surface - Sunlight and Twilight Zone. The sunlight zone
and twilight zones are home to endless quantities of life that we will explore such
as the whale, dolphins, fish and coral reef etc.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
What animals live in the sunlight zone? What animals live in the twilight zone?
Why do the majority of sea creatures live in the sunlight zone?

Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Immersion experience:
We will begin our immersion week by reading the book ‘Big Blue Whale’ by
Nicola Davies. This book will lead us right into our Big Immersive Experience
where we will create a humpback whale in our school playground. In order to
see just how BIG a humpback whale is, we will use our measuring skills to
measure and draw a whale. Once we have recreated this whale, we will see
how many Year 1 students long the whale is - wow someone grab the iPad and
take a photo of this - it is amazing!
We will continue to add to our under the sea diorama for our immersive
experience as well. This time we will add sea animals that we will find in the
sunlight and twilight zone. Once we have done this, we will use our iPads to take
a photo, which we will use at the end of the half term for a technological
experience.

English:
Writing Experience:
This week we will write about two different creatures that we are thrilled to
encounter in this film, Fluke the Humpback Whale and Mr Mantis the Peacock
Mantis Shrimp.  Both of these creatures who seem such polar opposites in both
size and behaviours will create beautiful writing pieces for us to explore!
To begin with, we will create an acrostic poem all about Fluke and her Mother
Mo'orea. We will go over the different features of an acrostic poem and how
it differs from a story. We will write a poem about just how large a humpback
whale really is!
Once completed, we will write an adventure story about Mr. Mantis. In the
film, Mr. Mantis struggles to keep his house clean from the coral that finds its
way into his house. We will write a thrilling adventure story, focusing on the
different features in each paragraph. The paragraphs will consist of:

Skills:

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on

topic and initiating and responding to comments
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,

imagining and exploring ideas
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and

debates
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters,

events, titles and information
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception

words
● name the letters of the alphabet



1. Paragraph 1 - Descriptive Language - Using adjectives to describe
the colourful coral reef that Mr. Mantis lives in.

2. Paragraph 2 - The Problem- Describing the struggle Mr. Mantis has
to keep his house clean.

3. Paragraph 3 -  The Solution - What does Mr. Mantis do to solve his
problems?

Will will edit these wonderful stories and add them to portfolio. In order to
edit them, we will use our purple pens to explore capital letters, full stops,
adjectives and ending. Once finished, we will have created a thrilling
adventure story all about Mr. Mantis and his need to keep a tidy home. Here
is hoping that tidiness translates in the Year 1 classroom!

GPS:
This week we will explore adjectives as we will use adjectives to write about the
beautiful coral reefs that Mr. Mantis lives in.

Reading Tree:
Students will continue our Reading Tree sessions, where we will look at key
vocabulary of a book, read a book and discuss features of the book 4 times a
week. This week in our comprehension sessions we will look at making
inferences.
Reading Domain: 1d- make inferences from the text.

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Cleaning our Home with Subtraction
This week Year 1’s will explore subtraction crossing 10. Last half term we looked
at simple subtraction without going past the 10s mark. However, this half term
we will go deeper into our knowledge and subtract crossing 10s. Year 1’s will
have to master the skill of crossing 10, using the partition method to help them.
Just like Mr. Mantis who likes to keep a clean home, Year 1’s will have to tidy up
the dirt of sand and rock on their tables to find the different number sentences
that they need to answer.  Only when they have answered a number sentence
correctly, will they be able to go back into the mess of sand and rock and search
for another maths equation. How many equations will they find in the dirt? Will
they be able to clean up all of the mess as well as Mr. Mantis?

STEAM:
Sand to Soil : Slake Test (Wet Aggregate Stability)
The slake test (wet aggregate stability) scores how well our soil structure holds
together in water and is vital in helping us understand the quality of our soil. This
ranges from 0 being unstable with no aggregates to 8 retaining more than 90%
of its structure when submerged and shaken in water.Healthy soil has good
organic matter content and is full of microorganisms that secrete glues which
create the aggregated crumb structure we want to see. When aggregates with a
good soil structure held together by organic matter and biological glues are

● apply simple spelling rules and guidance,
● Form lower-case letters correctly
● Form capital letters & digits
● Compose sentences orally before writing
● Read own writing to peers or teachers
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● Leave spaces between words
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !
● Use capital letters for proper nouns
● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher
● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction

(–) and equals (=) signs
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero
● solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete
objects and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 9.
● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences

and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture,

line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.



submerged in water they stay together, even when shaken about. When
aggregates with a poor soil structure held together by compaction are
submerged in water they fall apart, without even being shaken at all. We will
take a sample of our soil, dry it out overnight and then submerge it in water,
observing what we see and recording the results.
We will continue our Journey Using Watercolours in our second lesson. This
week we will explore primary and secondary colours, allowing students to make
different colours using their watercolour paints on rough paper. We will ask
ourselves what we notice when we add more water? What happens when we
combine too many colours? We will create a colour wheel that demonstrates our
colour mixing and blending skills.

Arithmetic:
This week we will count in 10's.

Friday 28th January
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week in our Big Writes, Echo meets Fluke the Humpback Whale. Echo is
mesmerised by the size of Fluke but also sees a commonality as they both want
to stay young and with their Mothers.

Messy Maths:
This week in Messy Maths we will explore subtraction, crossing 10.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
We will move forward with our dribbling and passing skills practice, introducing
shooting practice. To do so, we will have two main stations:

1. Passing/dribbling practice: in partners, students will dribble and pass the
ball back and forth while running at a moderate pace from a starting line
to a finish line.

2. Shooting practice: students will practice shooting at an open net with
three types of shooting: shovel, wrist, and slap shots. They will shoot these
types of shots from different distances, recognising the purpose of each type of
shot.

Skills:
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction

(–) and equals (=) signs
● represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero
● solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects

and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = – 9.
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending

WEEK 5 THEME/ Hook:  Dark Zone and Abyss
Monday 31st January - Wednesday 2nd February
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
This week we go into the depths of the ocean and find ourselves in the Dark
Zone and Abyss. Here we meet some of the most mysterious creatures ever!
However magical and mysterious these creatures are, none is more fantastical
than the Cuttlefish. This week we will explore how camouflage plays such an
imperative role in how the Cuttlefish have survived for centuries.

Skills:



World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
What animals live in the Dark Zone and Abyss? What makes the Cuttlefish so
magnificent? In what parts of the world can you find the Cuttlefish? How does
the Cuttlefish camouflage?

Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Immersion experience:
This week we will complete our diorama by incorporating animals that we find in
the Dark Zone and Abyss including the Cuttlefish. We will add any other
finishing touches to our diorama to ensure that it is ready to go home. Once we
have completed our diorama, students will take a picture of the final product for
an IT project next week.
We will take inspiration from the Cuttlefish, who is the Master of Camouflage.
We will create a large scale piece of art of a fish, and paint over our hands to
camouflage into the painting. Will we be able to camouflage as well as the
Cuttlefish? Let’s find out!
We will use these masterpieces to help us with our poems throughout the week.

English:
Writing Experience:
We will build upon our quick poetry lesson from last week where we wrote
acrostic poems about Fluke the Whale. This week we will write a poem all about
the Cuttlefish and their mesmerising ability to camouflage. We will use similes
and metaphors to create a repeating pattern poem that will have us all
hypnotised by the Cuttlefish's great ability to camouflage. Once we have written
our poems, we will edit them for spelling, punctuation and format. We will rewrite
our edited pieces and attach them to our beautiful camouflage artwork and use it
for a classroom display. I wonder if people will even be able to spot them, they
are so well camouflaged?

GPS:
This week we will explore similes and metaphors for our camouflage poems.

Reading Tree:
Students will continue our Reading Tree sessions, where we will look at key
vocabulary of a book, read a book and discuss features of the book 4 times a
week. This week in our comprehension sessions we will look at vocabulary and
explore how different words add emphasis and understanding to a story.

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on

topic and initiating and responding to comments
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,

imagining and exploring ideas
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and

debates
● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate

different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others
● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters,

events, titles and information
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception

words
● name the letters of the alphabet
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance,
● Form lower-case letters correctly
● Form capital letters & digits
● Compose sentences orally before writing
● Read own writing to peers or teachers
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● Leave spaces between words
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !
● Use capital letters for proper nouns



Reading Domain: 1a - draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
Place Value to 50.
This week is all about making numbers to 50! We will get out our diennes and
10s cubes to make and partition numbers to 50. We will use our camouflaging
friend The Cuttlefish to help us. Year 1’s will be given a number between 10-50.
They will use their partitioning skills to break that number into 10 and units.
Once the number is broken down, they will have to use the camouflaging skills
of the cuttlefish to make that number using dienes.  Just like the camouflaging
cuttlefish, students will transform the dienes to look just the same as the
partitioned number.
Once we have amazing partitioners on our hands, we will explore how to once
again make the number 50 by playing the game ‘Build A Cube’. Students will
familiarise and consolidate their understanding of place value using dienes.
They will play with a partner and work together to make the number 50.
Students will roll a dice and make this number with the dienes and place them in
the middle of the table, as this is now the beginning of the cube. The next player
rolls the dice to create the adding number. Students must return that number on
a piece of paper and add the two numbers together. The team to make 50 first is
the winner. Wow, we will be consolidating so many maths targets in this game -
place value, addition, and number! Let the games begin!

STEAM:
Sand to Soil: Infiltration Rate
This week we will develop our understanding of how our soil manages water by
testing the infiltration rate. Knowing how easily water infiltrates into our soil helps
us understand how well it is soaking up rain. We want water to be stored in the
soil profile and not to run off into water courses. If our infiltration rate is quick, it
indicates our top soil structure is good. The top soil has stable aggregates,
around which water can percolate downwards into the soil profile. If our
infiltration rate is slow, it indicates our top soil structure is poor. The top soil has
unstable aggregates and is compact, so it blocks water from percolating
downwards. Instead water runs off taking soil and nutrients with it - not what we
want. This test will simulate rain falling on the ground and we will record our
visual observations and measurements.
We will continue our journey with watercolours. This week we will experiment
with our final piece of art by creating an annotated experimentation with the
needed elements. Students will be asked to create a watercolour of the ocean
floor - remembering the use of the techniques taught last week. This will be a
trial run before we complete our final piece of art next week.

Arithmetic:
Mental Maths to 20.

● discuss what they have written with the teacher or other students
● read their writing aloud, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher
● Count to / across 100
● Use +, - and = symbols
● add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero
● Solve one-step problems, including simple arrays
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any

given number
● identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including

the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer),
most, least

● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences

and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture,

line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.

Friday 4th February



Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week in our Big Write, Echo will be mesmerised by our friend the cuttlefish.
What does Echo think when he first meets this hypnotic creature?

Messy Maths:
In Messy Maths this week we will explore place value to 50.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
With an understanding of dribbling, passing, and shooting, we will introduce our
final hockey skill: goal keeping. We will have two main stations to do so:

1. Dribbling, passing, shooting drills: students will have to cycle through an
intricate obstacle course that challenges each of these skills with
designated lines to dribbling on, specified cones to pass through, and a
net to shoot on at the end. This drill will synthesise all of these skills to
prepare for a proper game of hockey.

2. Goal keeping: students will take turns being the goalie in a hockey net.
Soft balls and proper safety equipment will be used. They will recognise that
they are not to dive for the ball, as may be a habit formed in football. They will
have to block the ball with their goalie hockey stick. This will further their stick
handling skills and will serve as the final preparation for a proper game.

Skills:
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any

given number
● identify and represent numbers using objects and pictorial representations including

the number line, and use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer),
most, least

● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well
as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending

WEEK 6 THEME/ Hook: Plastic. Plastic. Plastic.
Monday 7th February - Wednesday 9th February
Learning Experiences/Context of the film:
We cannot have a half term of looking at the oceans, without discussing what
we can do to save our seas. This week we will take inspiration from the book
‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ by Sarah Roberts and look at how plastic is
filling our oceans and what we can do to help.

World Thinking: Big, Critical Curious Questions
How does plastic affect our seas? How does plastic affect our land? How does
plastic affect our earth? Is plastic necessary? What can we do to help?

Breaking Boundaries/ Flip the Learning
Immersion experience:
This week for our immersive experience we will go into our local park and begin
to see just how much plastic is in our local area. Together as a class we will
attempt to clean up some of the plastic waste, taking all of the precautions of
gloves, sanitiser, and rubbish bags. Our goal for this immersive experience is to
get the message across that we must throw rubbish away correctly and not litter!
Year 1’s will leave a banner in the park that they have made, reminding people
of just this message! We hope that our large banner will be a little reminder to
people that we need to take care of our land and sea.

Skills:

● listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers
● ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
● use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
● articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
● maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on

topic and initiating and responding to comments
● use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising,

imagining and exploring ideas
● speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English



English:
Writing Experience:
After reading the book ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’, Year 1’s will create their
own reusable cotton bag to be used when shopping, instead of purchasing
plastic ones. After creating the bags, Year 1’s will have to market them and
convince people to buy them. In order to do this, Year 1’s will watch a series of
infomercials that use positivity, demand and humour to get people to buy their
product. The need for conservation in our seas is made evident at the end of the
film where the narrator, Natalie Portman, gives us specific reasons and facts
about saving our seas. Here are Greenside, we want to be part of the solution!
Year 1’s will write their own persuasive piece to convince people to buy their
cotton bag. What features will they use in their writing to ensure that people
want to buy their bag? Year 1’s will use their knowledge of capital letters, full
stops and finger spaces to write a convincing persuasive piece.
The persuasion will not stop with just a cotton bag! Year 1’s will create their own
persuasive poster to be displayed at the local park when we do our rubbish clear
up. We will look at what features make a persuasive poster as well as layout and
design. Students must keep in mind that these posters must catch the eye of
people walking in the park and therefore must be colourful, exciting and
engaging. We will use bold writing styles to make sure that once people stop
they are able to clearly read what is written.

GPS:
This week we will explore capital letters for pronouns. When we are creating our
persuasive writing piece, we must make sure that capital letters are used
appropriately, particularly when we reference the different oceans.

Reading Tree:
Students will continue our Reading Tree sessions, where we will look at key
vocabulary of a book, read a book and discuss features of the book 4 times a
week. This week in our comprehension sessions we will look at sequencing
events from a traditional holiday story.
Reading Domain: 1c - identify and explain the sequence of events in texts

Maths in the Movies / STEAM:
Maths:
This week we will be looking at mass and weight! Students will have a
knowledge of heavier and lighter but may also have misconceptions such as

● participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and
debates

● gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  consider and evaluate
different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others

● apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words
● respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for

all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes
● read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have

been taught
● read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling

and sound and where these occur in the word
● read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs
● read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic

knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words
● re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading
● identify/explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters,

events, titles and information
● spell:  words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught, common exception

words
● name the letters of the alphabet
● apply simple spelling rules and guidance,
● Form lower-case letters correctly
● Form capital letters & digits
● Compose sentences orally before writing
● Read own writing to peers or teachers
● Leave spaces between words
● Begin to use basic punctuation: . ? !
● Use capital letters for proper nouns
● measure and begin to record the following: mass/weight
● compare, describe and solve practical problems for: mass/weight [for example,

heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than]
● asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways
● observing closely, using simple equipment
● performing simple tests
● identifying and classifying
● using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions
● gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.
● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
● to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences

and imagination
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture,

line, shape, form and space
● about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making
links to their own work.



something that is larger must also be heavier. We will explore this concept by
looking at the different weight of rubbish left in different parts of the sea.
Students will use scales to measure the mass.  They will see that when the
scale is balanced, the number of nonstandard units can be used to determine
the mass. Students will continue to use non-standard units to weigh objects and
eventually focus on comparing the mass of two objects. They use balance
scales to compare two objects and use the language of ‘heavier’, ‘lighter’ and
‘equal to’.
When students feel confident enough with this concept, we will move onto a
more challenging concept of comparing different weights using symbols. To
challenge students who are confident at using this language, we will move onto
using <, > and = to compare mass.

STEAM:
Sand to Soil: Biodiversity Recording
By regularly monitoring biodiversity in our garden, we will begin to notice
patterns of diversity, and can learn how our growing practices create an
environment that attracts birds and insects. Taking the time to stop and notice
the wildlife can become a beneficial part of our growing routine. This will really
help us to grow more in tune with nature – a key part of growing more
regeneratively.We will carry out this test in three parts over five minute intervals
in our growing area:

1. observe above ground all the birds, mammals, butterflies and moths
2. observe low down to the ground, focusing on invertebrates by observing

life among the crops. We will pull plants to the side and look at the soil
level. For this test we will bring some white card / tupperware /
magnifying glass for catching and observing insects.

3. observe above ground all the birds, mammals, butterflies and moths we
find on the perimeter of the school.

It is important that when we carry out this test regularly that we repeat the same
pattern of observation to make the test fair. We will also record images of this
area over time both artistically and digitally.
We will also reflect upon what we have learnt and prepare to hand the project
over to the next class.
This will be our final week of watercolours, where we will create our
masterpiece!  We will look at our piece from the week before and see what
techniques we can improve on, as well as what we want to do the same. I
cannot wait to see these pieces!

We will take all of our diorama pictures that we have accumulated throughout
the weeks and incorporate them into a Spark Video where we will annotate the
different animals that we can find in the sea in different zones of the ocean.

Arithmetic:
This week in arithmetic we will consolidate the concepts we have looked at so
far this half term:

a. counting in 2’s



b. counting in 5’s
c. counting in 10’s
d. number bonds to 20.

Friday 11th February
Learning Experiences

Friday Big Write:
This week Echo will have a chance to speak to a human. Echo meets a human
in the sea who is able to understand him. Echo will speak to the human about
what humans can do to save our seas! I wonder what Echo will have to say.

Messy Maths:
This week in Messy Maths we will explore measurement.

PE/ Sports: (Activities, key skills / techniques)
This week, we will have a review of key moments in historic hockey games, in
order to energise ourselves for our first games. After recapping our four key
hockey skills, students will practice all of them at once in two simultaneous
hockey games. These hockey games will take place under our new league, The
GHL (Greenside Hockey League). They will have predetermined teams that will
compete against each other. Winners of each game will go on to play the
winners of the simultaneous game, as will the losing teams play each other.
Who will win the hockey cup?!

Skills:
● Saying out loud what they are going to write about
● Composing a sentence orally before writing it
● Sequencing sentences to form short narratives
● measure and begin to record the following: mass/weight
● compare, describe and solve practical problems for: mass/weight [for example,

heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than]
● master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as well

as developing balance, agility and coordination, and begin to apply these in a range of
activities

● participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and defending


